
Email: brad.schick@unl.edu

Office Phone: 308-536-2691

Follow me on Twitter @ForagesGuy

If you haven't looked into

the Paycheck Protection Program (PPP),

make sure you do. Contact your lender/bank.

I have effectively stopped reading the news

unless it pertains to me directly.

Unfortunately, it seems like in some way it

all does. It got me thinking about feeding

cattle: Bad in, bad out. Good in, good out.

Not that it can always be that simple, but I

"test" my news sources before consuming

them so should we test our feeds before our

livestock consume them.

Thanks and God Bless,

-Brad Schick

BEEF AND BRAD
Nebraska Extension Beef Educator
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  From a forage perspective, winter is typically a time for using the resources we have

on hand and planning ahead to next year’s growing season.  However, there may be

some opportunity to take this time to improve your pasture with some alternative

legume seeding options.

Benefits

  Interseeding improves pasture production in two main ways, through fertility and

quality.  Most legume species: alfalfa, clovers, birdsfoot trefoil, are high in protein

and energy.  By adding them to the grazing options for your animals on grass, the

overall diet throughout the course of the year can be improved, positively impacting

animal condition and productivity.

  Additionally, legumes are well-known for their ability to pull nitrogen from the air

and fix it in a form useable by plants.  In a grass/legume mixture, the legumes are not

producing nitrogen for the whole pasture, but they are making enough for themselves

which greatly reduces the nitrogen demand for the pasture as a whole. This nitrogen

application cost savings, keeps money in your pocket when it comes time to fertilize.

Choosing a Location

  Picking the right pasture is critical to successful legume establishment.  Legumes

need adequate levels of phosphorus and a pH of 6 or greater.  Some species prefer pH

closer to 7.  With this in mind, taking the time to soil sample is worth the time and

effort before spending more money and time on seed.

  Additionally, maintaining legumes in a pasture may require a closer eye on soil

nutrients as well as adjustments to current weed management strategies.  Most

legumes are herbicide sensitive, so pastures with heavy weed pressure that need

treatment are not good candidates.

  This time of year, getting a drill into the ground to interseed isn’t typically an

option.  Normally frozen soil and direct seeding don’t work well together, although

with mild winters, there may be some windows of opportunity. Even the topography of

a pasture may limit the ability to use a drill.
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Legumes are well-known for their ability to pull nitrogen

from the air and fix it in a form useable by plants.

Photo Credit Troy Walz.
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  One of the biggest challenges to interseeding is the competition from already

established grasses in the pasture.  Because plants that were grazed before going

dormant are slower to recover in the spring, a heavily fall grazed pasture is a good

candidate for interseeding. A more open canopy and less competition from

surrounding plants will allow seedlings the opportunity to firmly establish before they

have to start fighting for nutrients, sun, and moisture.

Feeding Seed

  Two other methods that might be considered are feeding seed and frost seeding. 

 Both can occur with frozen soils and have less topographical limitations than using

a no till drill.  Feeding seed is exactly what the name implies.  Hard seed, typically

clover, is mixed in with a supplement or mineral and fed to animals in the hope that

some seed passes through the digestive system still viable and is able to germinate on

the other side.  Studies at North Carolina State University have shown that uncoated

seed has a better chance at remaining viable than coated, especially when fed through

loose mineral.  Coated seed retained more moisture allowing the high salt

environment to negatively affect the enclosed seedling.  Coating also reduced viability

once in the animal, although the exact reason for this interaction was hard to pin

down.

  One last thing to consider when feeding seed is seedling survival.  Since seed is

deposited in manure, one might think this would be the perfect place to start life. 

 However, the same North Carolina study showed that the cow pie environment was

often too dense and nutrient rich to maintain seedling survival beyond a few weeks,

even if the seed germinated.  Their study showed improvements of 40-60% when

pastures were dragged and manure pats spread out.

Frost Seeding

  A preferred method with higher success than feeding seed, is frost seeding.  Frost

seeding is a general broadcast of seed across the ground during the winter, allowing

the natural freezing and thawing of the ground to, in effect, plant the seed for you. 

 One draw-back to frost seeding is the need for a relatively snow-free landscape for

the seed to get down to the soil surface before imbibition and take advantage of the

freezing and thawing action.

  While seeding rate will depend upon species, a good rule of thumb when seeding into

an existing grass stand is 2-3 lb. of seed per acre.  With the lower likelihood of

germination with this method, bumping that up an extra lb. might be a good idea.

  As things green up in the spring, heavily flash grazing to set back the established

grass can reduce competition to the new seedlings and improve success.  This will

require a bit of scouting to make sure the timing is right.  Wait until the grass is 3-4

inches above the seedlings, then graze it down to the seedlings height.
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  While winter may not seem like the time to put seed in the ground, alternative

seeding methods like frost seeding and feeding seed may be exceptions to the rule. 

 Both may be worth exploring as ways to improve pasture performance with lower

labor requirements and not having to worry about seeding during busier times this

spring.

Resources

 Comparing the effectiveness of establishment between fed and frost seeded red clover

into perennial pasture, Page Smart, Thesis- North Carolina State University, 2016

  Interviews with the authors of BeefWatch newsletter articles become available

throughout the month of publication and are accessible at https://go.unl.edu/podcast.
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Compared to last week reported hay sales sold steady. Instances 10.00 higher in the

western areas of the state. Demand was good. Quite a few, loads of hay getting shipped out

of different locations to Kansas and Colorado. Most of this hay is going to feedlots, hay

grinding business and horse owners. Moderate to heavy snow across most of the central

and eastern areas of the state. Temperatures in the mid to low 30's for highs most of the

week with lows in the teens or single digits.

Compared to last week flyweight steers sold 9.00 higher, 500 lbs sold 1.00 higher with

feeder cattle sold 2.00 to 4.00 lower. Heifers under 600 lbs sold 2.00 to 4.00 higher and

over 600 lbs sold steady to 3.00 lower. Demand was good for grass type cattle and

replacement heifers with moderate to good demand for feedlot placements. Receipts were

curtailed at early week sales as heavy snow limited travel from Monday to Wednesday in

some areas of the state. Many consignments of cattle could not make it to the marketplace

and should arrive in town this week. Nebraska feedlots traded dressed sales 5.00 higher at

178.00 and live sales sold 3.00 to 4.00 higher at 113.00. NASS released their annual Cattle

Inventory report and called it down slightly from last January. All cattle and calves at

93.60 million head compared to 93.8million head on January 01, 2020.  Supply included:

99% Feeder Cattle (63% Steers, 37% Heifers); 1% Slaughter Cattle (100% Cows). Feeder

cattle supply over 600 lbs was 63%.
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Feb. 2, 9, 16, 23: Know Your Options, Know Your Numbers, Tues. nights 5:30-7:30 p.m., 

           Register: https://wia.unl.edu/know

Feb. 8: Pesticide Training, 6:00 p.m., Fairgrounds, Albion

Feb. 9: Pesticide Training, 9:00 a.m., Fairgrounds, Albion (Casey's Building)

Feb. 11: Nebraska Cover Crop Conference, 1:00 p.m., https://go.unl.edu/tmj5

Feb. 12-13: Virtual Great Plains Grower's Conf., https://greatplainsgrowersconference.org.

Feb. 16: Pesticide Training, 1:30 p.m. and 6:30 p.m., Fairgrounds, Aurora

Feb. 17: Pesticide Training, 6:30 p.m., Fairgrounds, Central City

Feb. 17: Chemigation, Extension Office, Grand Island

Feb. 17: Ag Land Management, Fairgrounds, Hastings

Feb. 17: Estate Planning, Fairgrounds, Hastings

Feb. 17-18: Virtual Soils School, https://na-ba.com/member-resources/calendar/

Feb. 18: Pesticide Training, 1:30 p.m., Fairgrounds, Central City      

Feb. 25: On-Farm Research Updates: Beatrice, York, Wahoo, David City, Clay Center,

   Auburn. RSVP: https://go.unl.edu/h83j

Feb. 26: On-Farm Research Updates: Norfolk, Wilber, Seward, Kearney, West Point,    

            Osceola, Clay Center, Nebraska City, North Platte. RSVP: https://go.unl.edu/h83j

Mar. 2: Ag Succession, 9:30 a.m., Fairgrounds, Central City

Mar. 5: Cover Crop and Soil Health, Holthus Convention Center, York

UPCOMING EVENTS

Leadplant (Amorpha canescens Pursh)is a perennial shrub native to Nebraska and the

Great Plains and is abundant on well-drained soils in native mixed pastures and

rangelands. Leadplant receives its common name from the green-gray or silver

appearance of the leaves caused by hairs covering the surface. Bright purple flowers

emerge at the apex of the shrub from June through August. Leadplant is excellent forage

for livestock. The protein content is high and therefore is highly selected by livestock.

Overgrazed pastures rarely contain leadplant because of improper management.

PLANT OF THE DAY
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Nebraska Extension

Boone-Nance County

P.O. Box 130

Fullerton, NE 68638
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