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TITLE: What is Extension? 

 

You may be familiar with Extension if you were in 4-H. Or maybe you were required to take a 

pesticide safety training program. Or maybe you needed a little extra help with your backyard. 

Yes - all are part of Extension.  

 

But what is Extension? A few years back, in 2014, the USDA National Institute of Food and 

Agriculture and their land-grant university partners celebrated 100 years of Cooperative 

Extension in the United States. The Smith-Lever Act formalized extension in 1914 and helped 

expand USDA's partnership with land-grant universities to apply research and provide 

education in agriculture. 

 

Still, what is Extension? In Nebraska, Extension is supported federally through the USDA 

National Institute of Food and Agriculture, state supported through our land-grant at the 

University of Nebraska-Lincoln and locally through county support. All contributing to Nebraska 

Extension’s Mission of “Helping Nebraskans enhance their lives through research-based education.” 

 

Again, what is Extension?  Extension is the outreach of the University of Nebraska-Lincoln. Our land-

grant university comprises of teaching, research and EXTENSION. As Extension faculty and staff, our 

charge is to take the non-bias, research-based information developed by our land-grant system and 

bring it to people throughout the state of Nebraska.  In Nebraska, there are 83 Extension offices 

serving all 93 counties. One of those offices is right in your backyard! 

 



Most Nebraskans aren’t aware of how much Extension is supporting them on a daily basis, in 

almost every area of their life. Many are aware of the services Extension provides to the 

agricultural community, but Extension provides expertise and know-how to sectors as diverse 

as nutrition, health care, and technology.  In recent years, Nebraska Extension has taken the 

approach to focus on issues that face our state— our youth, our families, our farms and ranches, 

our communities, our economy.   

 

Listed below are the “Issues” that we as Extension faculty and staff focus so that we can make a 

positive impact on the people of Washington County and beyond.  

 

(1) Insect Ecosystems; (2) Healthy Lifestyles for Children and Youth; (3) Resistant and 

Invasive Pests; (4) Nebraska Leaders; (5) College and Career Success; (6) Engaging 

Underserved Youth; (7) Climate Variation; (8) Consumer Confidence in Food; (9) Children 

Learning Experiences; (10) Emerging Technology for Ag; (11) Efficient Water Use; (12) Ag 

Producers Economics; (13) Livable Communities; (14) Stem Careers; (15) Water and Soil 

Protection; (16) Youth Entrepreneurship and Business Opportunities; (17) Food Access; and 

(18) Diversified Ag Production 

 

Each year, Nebraska Extension produces impact reports that showcase the work we are doing 

on behalf of Nebraskans throughout the state. Browse each of our programs to see how we are 

impacting areas where you have concerns at https://extension.unl.edu/impact/ 

As part of our column, we will be sharing information about our contributions as Extension 

faculty and staff to the Nebraska Extension Issue Teams and how our contributions are 

helping to make a positive difference in Washington County.  

So maybe we can help answer the question. What is Extension?   


