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TITLE: So what’s my issue? 
 
As I mentioned in the February 6th 4-H Column, Nebraska Extension has recently taken the 
approach to focus on issues that face our state. As Extension faculty and staff, we provide learning 
opportunities on the issues so that we can make positive impacts on the people of Washington 
County and elsewhere.  
 
“Consumer Confidence in Food” is one such issue and it happens to be a focus of mine. As 
a 4-H youth development professional, I concentrate on educating youth through special 
interest programs focused on agriculture literacy and its connection our food.  
 
The annual “Ag Literacy Festival” is one of the major agriculture literacy programs that I 
provide leadership and facilitation. The festival focuses on learner outcomes such as (1) youth 
increasing their knowledge of the food system, and (2) developing a better understanding, 
confident attitudes and interests regarding the food system.  
 
Since 2000, this annual Nebraska Extension program has educated more than 10,550 third 
grade students about the various aspects of agriculture and how it affects their daily lives. In 
fact, the 2017 Ag Literacy Festival educated 855 youth from Burt, Colfax, Dodge, Douglas and 
Washington counties, with 92.6% of the teachers reporting that their students gained a 
moderate to an extreme increase in knowledge for the six sessions (ag technology, corn & 
soybean production, corn & soybean products, beef, dairy and pigs/pork) attended. Currently 
plans are underway for the 2018 festival and it is slated to educate more than 1,000 third grade 
students from 20 different schools. The event will be held at the Washington County 
Fairgrounds at the end of April.  
 
By focusing on the issue of “Consumer Confidence in Food”, youth gain a better understanding 
of agriculture and its impact on Nebraska as well as become more informed consumers who will 
be able to make well-informed decisions concerning agriculture issues.  
 
The Ag Literacy Festival is one of the ways that Washington County is contributing to Nebraska 
Extension’s Mission of “Helping Nebraskans enhance their lives through research-based education.” 
 


