
 
 

ROUND ROBIN 
SHOWMANSHIP 

 

 
CONTEST 

Tuesday, July 28 at 2:00 p.m. 
Two Rivers Arena 

 
SUPERINTENDENT 

Cindy Laaker, Deb Depperman  
 

CONTEST DESCRIPTION 
 The Round Robin Showmanship Contest gives an opportunity for 

the champion senior showmen from the 4-H divisions in species 
of large animals to compete head to head for best all-around 
senior showman honors at the fair.  

 In this contest each contestant will be judged on their 
showmanship skills with each species of animal - Beef, Dairy 
Cattle, Horse, Hog, Meat Goat and Sheep. 

 There must be a minimum of 6 head exhibited at the fair for that 
species to be included in the Round Robin Showmanship 
Contest. 

 The judge will use a numerical scoring system to grade each 
individual in each species, with the ultimate winner determined by 
the total score over all species. 

 In the event of a tie, the scores obtained by the effected 
individuals will be thrown out in the species they qualified in. If this 
does not break the tie, the judge will be consulted about additional 
tie-breakers. 
 

WHO IS ELIGIBLE  
 There is no limit on how many times a person may compete in the 

Round Robin Showmanship Contest over their career. However, 
an individual 4-H member may only win the Round Robin contest 
once.  After they have won, they may continue to participate in 
their respective species showmanship class. If they should win, 
however, the opportunity for Round Robin representation would 
default to the Reserve Champion showman. 

 Exhibitors must receive a purple ribbon in showmanship to qualify 
for the Round Robin Showmanship Contest in a species. In the 
event the top qualifier in a species of animal has already been 
selected to compete in the Round Robin this year, (or if he/she 
declines to compete in the Round Robin) the next highest ranking 
individual who meets eligibility requirements may compete 
instead. This selection process continues until a representative is 
chosen or until there are no purple ribbon showmen remaining in 
that species. 

 Exhibitors are required to wear a white shirt or blouse with the 
official 4-H Chevron attached or a 4-H T-shirt. Washington County 
4-H t-shirts are available for purchase at the Nebraska Extension 
Office in Blair or the Washington County Fair 4-H Office during 
the fair. 

 
ANIMALS USED IN THE CONTEST  
 Contestants will not be allowed to show their own animal in this 

contest.  
 Superintendents of the various species will select animals to be 

used in the contest with all showmen showing the same species 
in the ring at the same time.  

 The judge will be asked to rotate animals shown by exhibitors at 
least once in each species to help even out differences between 
animals. The horse will be shown first by a volunteer, giving the 
contestants an opportunity to observe the pattern. 

 

ROUND ROBIN SHOWMANSHIP AWARDS 

Grand Champion Round Robin Showmanship 

Reserve Champion Round Robin Showmanship 

Third Place Round Robin Showmanship 

Fourth Place Round Robin Showmanship 

Fifth Place Round Robin Showmanship 

Sixth Place Round Robin Showmanship 

 
ROUND ROBIN SHOWMANSHIP CHAMPIONS 
YEAR CHAMPION RESERVE 
2000 A.J. Dunklau James Wurtz 

2001 Tyler Dunklau  Philip Mueller 

2002 Megan Johansen Clint Robinson 

2003 Ricky Rosenbaum Derek Dam 

2004 Cole Meador Jake Hoffschneider 

2005 Patricia Bohaboj Claire Volk 

2006 Devan Gieselmann Jacob Hoffschneider 

2007 Claire Volk Morgan Kobs 

2008 Brandon Hilger Grant Melotz 

2009 Kane Warren Brooke Vogt 

2010 Madison Wakefield Derek Dam 

2011 Morgan Kobs Jud Hoffschneider  

2012 Brooke Vogt Cody Lambrecht  

2013 Amanda Lambrecht Bradie Schmidt 

2014 Cody Lambrecht Paige Depperman 

2015 Bradie Schmidt Grace Volk 

2016 Hunter Pruess Kylie Volk 

2017  Shelby Wachter Rachel Vogt 

2018 Kelsey Loseke Jayden Henton 

2019 Mylee Sheets Allison Nielsen  

 
ELITE SHOWMAN STATE COMPETITION 
2020 details and information regarding this competition 
were not final at the time of completing this fair book. 
Therefore, the information below is based on 2019.  
 The Elite Showman Competition is organized by the Nebraska 

Department of Agriculture and is a contest similar to a “Round 
Robin” contest, where participants will demonstrate their beef, 
hog, meat goat and sheep showmanship skills as well as take a 
written test and be interviewed in the ring about the livestock 
industry. The day-long event will be held on a date TBA at the 
Nebraska State Fairgrounds in Grand Island.   

 The contest is open to both 4-H and FFA competitors; however 
there may be only one exhibitor per county. Exhibitors must be 
between 14-18 years of age (as of January 1, the year of the 
show). The exhibitor must exhibit at least one animal (beef, hog, 
meat goat, or sheep) in a livestock competition at the current year  
Nebraska State Fair. 

 
WASHINGTON COUNTY REPRESENTATIVE WILL BE SELECTED:   
 First priority of selecting a 4-H/FFA Washington County 

Representative will go to the winner of the Round Robin 



Showmanship Competition, followed by the next placed (and so 
on) during the competition. 

 If the four exhibitors of beef, hog, meat goat and sheep (in the 
Round Robin Contest) decline the opportunity, selection will then 
go to the Senior Showmanship winners from the beef, hog, meat 
goat and sheep shows provided they were previous Round Robin 
Winners and could not compete in this year’s competition. If more 
than one exhibitor is eligible, they will be placed in a lottery 
system and the 4-H/FFA member chosen will represent 
Washington County.  

 Then - If all four of the showmanship champions decline the 
opportunity, the reserve champions will be notified and selected 
using a lottery system. 

 
 


