
Visit the new 4-H Online website and Enroll Today! 

DEADLINE TO ENROLL IS JUNE 15.

v2.4honline.com
Please call the Extension Office at 402-643-2981 with any questions.

DON'T FORGET TO ENROLL IN 4-H!

Summer Clover College
Brochure is available now!

Register today!

Nebraska Extension-Seward County
322 S. 14th St.

Seward, NE 68434
PHONE: 402-643-2981

WEBSITE: seward.unl.edu

Seward County 4-H

May 2024 Newsletter

4-H Family Handbooks are available at the Extension Office. Please make sure you have one for
your family. Information on deadlines and procedures is included!

Nebraska Extension is a Division of the Institute of Agriculture and Natural Resources at the University of Nebraska–Lincoln
cooperating with the Counties and the United States Department of Agriculture. Nebraska Extension educational programs abide

with the nondiscrimination policies of the University of Nebraska–Lincoln and the United States Department of Agriculture.

Congratulations Jeff Krivohlavek!

Jeff has led the 10x shooting sports club in
Seward County for many years and has
gone above and beyond his duty as a club
leader and 4-H volunteer. He has been in a
mentoring position for over 30 years and
has shared his knowledge at the county,
state and national level. He is more than
deserving of this year's Outstanding
Volunteer of the Year award. Jeff and
several 4-H volunteers from across the
state will be honored at the 2024 Nebraska
State Fair!

 Beginning June 1st, call Jen
Nantkes to reserve your spot! If
payment is made before Fair Clean
Up Night (July 31st), spots will only
be $200. All payments made after
July 31st will be $300. There are
only 32 spots available. Don't miss
out!
Jen Nantkes
(402) 641-1573

Fair Camping Spots



Club Contest for Fair-Scavenger Hunt!

The annual 4-H Day Camp is scheduled for Tuesday, June
25.  Jr. Leaders are looking for 4-H’ers ages 13-18 to
volunteer as Day Camp Counselors. Volunteers need to be
available for training on June 24 from 9:00 am-12:00pm and
from 8:00 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. on June 25.
If you enjoy working with children and being part of a fun
team, this opportunity is for you! Counselor
responsibilities range from leading groups, teaching at
stations, and helping with other responsibilities during the
day to ensure a safe and happy camping experience for the
campers. Call the Extension Office or email Brittney
(bemerson4@unl.edu) to sign up to help with this year’s
Day Camp.

Teens Needed for Help with 

Annual Day Camp

In this episode, we explore a listener requested
topic—Farm to Early Care and Education. Farm to
School Specialist Sarah Meyer and Kurious Kiddo’s
Childcare owner and director Kyleen Miller join
Emily to discuss what is already happening in Farm
to ECE in Nebraska, successes and challenges
with implementing Farm to ECE, and exciting new
opportunities that are available. Sarah sheds light
on existing resources and upcoming developments
slated for release in fall 2024, while Kyleen shares
the delightful experiences she and the children at
Kurious Kiddos are enjoying as they discover local
Nebraska products and foods. Listen now on
Apple, Spotify, or MediaHub!

The Good Life in Early Life Podcast: Farm to Early Care and Education

The Seward County 4-H Council has chosen
to have a Fair Scavenger Hunt for this year's
Club Contest! More information will be
available as we move closer to the fair season
but get ready for lots of fun with everyone in
your club involved!



The Seward County Junior Leader's will be
meeting on May 19th at 3:30 for a short
meeting to discuss Day Camp in June and
then heading out to clean their adopted
Abandoned Cemetery as a community
service. If you are 13 years old or older, think
about joining the Junior Leaders on May 19th!

Join us for our Next
Junior Leader Meeting!

In 4-H, you may hear us talk about providing a place where youth can explore their spark. What is a
“spark”? Youth sparks are a key element to thriving. A spark is an interest, but it’s more than that. A
spark leads to actions that can benefit a young person. Sparks provide energy, joy, purpose, and
direction in one’s life. A spark can help a young person connect with others with similar interests.
Sparks can also help prevent young people from trouble because they provide something positive to
focus on and can provide motivation to succeed.
In 4-H, there are numerous possibilities for youth to explore their sparks, whether it’s projects,
leadership, service, or a cause.
How can you help youth identify their spark?

Watch for the moments when you see the light bulb go off. Discuss these with youth.
Ask questions, listen, provide encouragement.
Model your own sparks so youth can see your passion and excitement.
Identify opportunities for youth to express their sparks. Help them find ways to explore their
interests even further

Volunteers, caring adults or teens, parents and family members can all become Spark Champions by
supporting youth as they focus on something that brings them joy and provides motivation to grow and
learn.

Thriving in 4-H--Helping Youth Explore their Sparks
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4-H staff and Small Animal superintendents have made
the decision to no longer supply and feed rabbits at the

fair. This will now become the responsibility of the
individual 4-H'er and their family to supply and feed their

rabbits.

Additionally, to mirror State Fair rules, we are no longer
requiring a rabbit ID sheet to be filled out and turned in to

the office. Ear tattoos will still be required.

If you have any questions about the changes being
implemented, please direct your questions to Brittney
(bemerson4@unl.edu) or Ann (ann.dobesh@unl.edu).

Small Animal Updates for 2024

mailto:bemerson4@unl.edu
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 The Jr. Leaders would like to invite your child to participate in a morning of learning
and fun at the 2024 “Under the Sea” 4-H Day Camp. This year’s camp is focused on
hands-on learning throughout the ocean and sea life. We will explore sea creatures,
the water cycle, & play numerous interactive games.
 The Jr. Leaders are teen leaders who are growing & learning leadership skills. These
leaders are actively supporting the community and encouraging youth. We would
greatly appreciate the opportunity to have your child join in on the fun June 25th,
2024.
 We are limited to the # of registrants for the day camp, so please send in
registration/fee today! If you have any questions, please call-(402)-643-2981.

Under
the
Sea
Dear Parents, 

4-H Jr. Leaders
2024 Day Camp

Tuesday, June 25th 9:00 a.m-12:00 p.m

Who can attend?
Incoming K-3

Where?
Seward Country Harvest

Hall

Cost?
$15 Camp Fee

(Scholarships Available)

Nebraska Extension is a Division of the Institute of Agriculture and Natural Resources at the University of
Nebraska–Lincoln cooperating with the Counties and the United States Department of Agriculture.

Nebraska Extension educational programs abide with the nondiscrimination policies of the University of
Nebraska–Lincoln and the United States Department of Agriculture.

Checks can be made payable to:
Seward County Junior Leaders



Camper’s Name:

Parent’s Name (s):
Address:

Street/PO box

Parent’s Contact # for during Day Camp

City Zip

Parent’s Signature: Date:

1.Is the camper subject to attacks of any kind?
2.Does the camper have allergies or dietary restrictions?
3.Is the camper currently under any type of medical treatment?
4.Is there any medical or behavioral conditions existing that may require
treatment or affect camper’s participation in this program?
5.If answered yes to any of the above please explain:

Yes No
Yes No 

2024 4-H Day Camp Registration
June 25th from 9:00 a.m-12:00 p.m Seward County Harvest Hall Fee: $15

Phone:

Health Statement

I give permission for my child’s photo to be taken:

I give permission for my child’s photo or photos to be used on the 4-H
website or newsletter:

Yes No 

Yes No 

Yes No
Yes No 

Registrations are to be sent to:
Seward County Extension Office 332 S 14th St Seward, NE 68434



Important 4-H Club Information
Volunteer Enrollment: All 4-H volunteers need to re-enroll in 4honline every year.  Please make sure that your club organizational
leaders, as well as anyone who helps in any way with your club, is enrolled. Go to https://ne.4honline.com/
Leadership Changes? Let us know if your club will be changing organizational leaders as soon as possible, so we can update our
address lists. Thank you to all of the 4-H club leaders who do the important work of positive youth development.
 
Resources for Club Leaders: Looking for ideas? Check out Nebraska 4-H’s Resources for Club Leaders for leader, officer, meeting,
and teaching resources. https://4h.unl.edu/resources/club-leaders

Extension Staff
Ann Dobesh, Extension Educator, 4-H Youth Development                         ann.dobesh@unl.edu

Brittney Emerson, Extension Assistant, 4-H Youth Development                bemerson4@unl.edu

Cindy Wolverton, Extension Assistant, 4-H Youth Development                 cwolverton2@unl.edu 

Emily Manning, Extension Educator, Early Childhood                                  emily.manning@unl.edu

Lori Hamling, Support Staff & 4-H Afterschool Coordinator                          lori.hamling@unl.edu

Julie Roebke, Support Staff                                                                           jroebke2@unl.edu

Jill Payne, Administrative Assistant                                                                jpayne15@unl.edu
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