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The 4-H enrollment deadline to participate in 4-H events and fair has been extended to April 15, 2020.  Due to 

the health directives to slow the spread of COVID-19, the Extension Office has been closed to visitors.  We are 

still here to help!  If you need any assistance or have questions about projects, please call or email us.  We look 

forward to having your family officially a part of Seward County 4-H this year! 

We hope that you and your family are doing well. As our lives have changed by the 

week, the day and even the hour–it’s hard to imagine a time when we’d have to 

lock our office door and not be able to greet you in person. Yet, the reality is, that 

we are all taking steps in one way or another to keep each other healthy. Yes, the 

fourth H is on our mind, but so are all of the others. As we look ahead to the next 

couple of months, let’s see how those 4 “H’s” can guide us.  

My Head to Clearer Thinking–This means that we have to learn to do things 

differently. From now until May 9 for sure, we are moving to remote meeting and 

remote learning. Nebraska 4-H has already been doing some exciting things with 

“Living Room Learning” and “Boredom Busters.” Seward 4-H will also have some 

of our own opportunities. Now also marks a time when you might spend time at 

home working on a few of those 4-H projects.  

My Heart to Greater Loyalty –How does your 4-H club connect when you don’t 

meet in person? Many 4-H clubs have Facebook pages. Perhaps you can share 

photos or videos as a greeting. Share a photo of your work on a 4-H project. If your 

club would like to conduct a meeting via Zoom, let us know, we can help you set 

that up. 

My Hands to Larger Service–The first way you can serve your community is by 

washing your hands. Soap and water for twenty seconds. What are the other ways 

that you can serve? In the coming months, there may be some opportunities for       

4-H’ers to share their skills with the community. 

My Health to Better Living –Eat healthfully, get restful sleep and adequate exercise, 

and spend some time doing what you love. Follow the CDC’s guidance on staying 

home and seeking screening or treatment. Some fun learning activities, might 

revolve around creating a healthy meal for your family with what you have at 

home.  For more information visit:     https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-

ncov/index.html  

Thank you for your patience at this time! We look forward to hearing from you 

soon! 
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The 4-H Clovers 4-H Club will go online on April 2. Our 
meeting time is 4:00 p.m.  ALL 4-H Clover Kids are wel-
come, even if you are not enrolled in the 4-H Clovers 4-H 
Club.  We will have a mini-meeting. You can join us in mak-
ing a duck-tape shoe box.  You just need:  a shoe box, duck-
tape, and scissors.  Please let us know if you need any of 
these supplies. We will make arrangements for you to stop 
by and pick them up. 
Register at:  go.unl.edu/4hclovers 

 
We will accept Diamond Clover Forms electronically and are extending the deadline to May 1.  Please email the 

forms to seward-county@unl.edu or put them in the drop box at the west meeting room doors.  Electronic 

signatures are acceptable. 

 

All 4-H’ers are invited to fill out an application for the Diamond Clover Awards program.  It truly is an 

achievable goal setting and application process. 

 There are six levels.  Youth can start at the beginning or at the age level associated with the award. 

 For each level, there is a list of possible accomplishments from which 4-H youth choose their goals.  The 

accomplishments increase in quantity and difficulty for each level. 

 At the beginning of the 4-H year, participants plan what to accomplish and at the end of the 4-H year (by 

October 1), they report on their completed accomplishments. 

 In Seward County, youth receive a pin, a certificate, and a prize.  These are awarded at the annual 4-H 

Achievement Party. 

 More information on the Diamond Clover Program is at:  https://4h.unl.edu/diamond-clover 

It is very important that 
you keep your seed 
packets and plant labels. In 
addition, use plant 
markers in the garden so that you know what 
you planted.  When you exhibit vegetables and 
flowers at the fair later in August, you will need 
to identify your exhibits with the 
cultivar/variety name.   
 

 

4-H 101 Club – Orientation to 4-H – All 4-H Families Welcome!  

Our 4-H 101 club will also be held remotely via Zoom session. All 4-H’ers and parents are welcome, even if you are not 
enrolled in the 4-H 101 club.    
 
YOUTH PORTION:  April 16, 6:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. 
Egg Carton Gardening—open to all 4-H’ers 
 Need seeds, cardboard egg carton, potting soil 
 Let us know if you don’t have any, we will make arrangements for you to pick up supplies 
 Register at:  https://go.unl.edu/4h101april 

PARENT SESSION:  April 16, 7:00 p.m.—The 4-H Basics—Open to all parents 
https://unl.zoom.us/j/159339044 
  

For more awesome learning op-
portunities check out 
https://4h.unl.edu/news  

The 4-H Clovers – Shoe Box Storage 

https://unl.zoom.us/meeting/register/vpAvcOmrrjkubkdfQR-ZnQnejA0oeA7Ncg
https://4h.unl.edu/news


 
 

Next Junior Leader Meeting       
 Sunday, April 5    4:00 p.m.       

via Zoom  https://unl.zoom.us/j/184567505  

All 4-H volunteers and staff are required to complete 

the Nebraska 4-H volunteer screening process.  

Volunteer screening is done in order to assure a safe, 

positive, and nurturing environment for all youth 

involved with the Nebraska 4-H programs and 

provide protection for the child, the volunteer, the 

educator, the 4-H Council, the Extension Board, and 

the University of Nebraska-Lincoln Extension. 

 

It is required that volunteers complete volunteer 

screening.  We appreciate your help with this 

process.  We are reviewing all of our enrolled 

volunteers.  If you receive a request to complete a 

DHHS Central Registry Check, please complete it as 

soon as possible.  There is a $5 fee at this time.  

Please let us know if that is a barrier. 

Volunteer Screening Process 

 
Step 1:  Request an Invitation 

In order to complete the volunteer screening, you will need 

to officially request an invitation by contacting your local 

Extension Office.  We will need your name and email 

address.  If you have enrolled as a volunteer, you may 

have receive an email invitation already (see below). 

Step 2:  Complete Online Screening Application 

You will receive an email invitation from your local 

Extension Office to the address you provided.  That email 

will include a link to complete an online Central Registry 

Check.  This link does not expire.  It is recommended that 

you complete the application in one sitting to alleviate the 

complication of logging back into the system, reissuing an 

email invitation, or incurring double charges for screening. 

 Click the link or copy into your browser.  The on-

screen instructions will guide you through the 

background check process, including: 

 Fill in your email address under Applicant’s Email 

Address 

 Create and enter a four-digit PIN.  Click Next 

(Remember your PIN) 

 Enter your First, Middle, and Last Name 

 Enter your Date of Birth.  Click check mark in bottom 

left corner of the box 

 Enter your Social Security Number 

 Enter your current address 

 Enter your phone number using dashes, no 

parenthesis 

 Enter other names you may have (maiden, former 

married name, or nickname) or check the no other 

names box 

 Add names and birthdate of children or check the no 

children box 

 List all previous addresses and cities in which you 

have resided or check the no other addresses box 

 Check the Child Abuse and Neglect Central Registry 

(CAN Registry) and the Nebraska Adult Protective 

Servies Registry (APS Registry) boxes 

 Click on online verification and answer the personal 

questions 

 Click submit 

Step 3:  Check Your Email for a Response 

You will receive an email from DHHS Central Registry 

when your Central Registration Check has been processed.  

This may take up to 24 hours.  To access information 

regarding your Central Registry check, you must enter the 

Request Number and PIN you created.  Click on Response 

Letter.  Print for your own records. 

https://unl.zoom.us/j/812524958  
 

  4-H Leaders, this will be a time for us to connect,         
    with updates to summer programming.   

4-H Leaders – April Update  
April 30 @ Noon  

https://unl.zoom.us/j/812524958


 

Considering the recent COVID-19 pandemic, the National YQCA Board has announced a 25% flash sale on web-based certification in April!  Here is 
how to take advantage of this opportunity. 
 1.  Only offered during the month of April (April 1—April 30), YQCA will be offering a 25% discount on web-based trainings,  

making them $9. 

Those wishing to take part in the flash sale will need to purchase $9 web-based training coupons from YQCA.  Coupon  
order forms are attached to this message or may be obtained by emailing sales@yqca.org  THIS IS THE ONLY WAY TO RECEIVE THE 
DISCOUNTED PRICE. 

 Once the order form and proof of payment is received, coupons will be issued and returned to the purchaser within 3-5 business 
days. 

Coupons MUST be used towards a web-based training by April 30, 2020.  
 

2.Youth who have already paid for a YQCA instructor-led training (on a date that has not yet passed), may log into their account and 
cancel their registration. 

If payment was received via credit card, the payment will be refunded. 

If payment was received via coupon code, that coupon code will be active again.  This coupon code does not expire and would be 
able to be used in future years. 

 
To cancel a registered training: 
1. Go to https://yqca.learngrow.io and login to the account 
2. Select the course—you will have an option to “Cancel Registration.”  This will cancel the training and refund the payment/re-activate the 

coupon code.   
 

 Each session purchased includes three modules—a knowledge builder, a skills lab, and a quiz. 

The knowledge builder is where content is delivered, the skills lab provides an opportunity to apply the content, and the quiz tests 
knowledge.  To receive a certification, an 80% must be achieved on the 10-question quiz. 

These modules, completed in their entirety, will provide 2-3 hours of an experience for users. 

 Features of the online modules include: 

Characters at each age level to guide youth through the course. 

Free navigation within the course, so youth can spend as much or as little time on a topic based upon their personal needs. 

Variety of learning opportunities to accommodate various learning styles and modalities. 

Audio button on each slide so youth can listen to audio rather than read on-screen text. 
 
 
 
 

Important Animal ID Changes 
Swine 
1. All swine must have an EID tag for 2020.  Tags can be purchased at the Extension Office for $2.50 each.  

Must have your Premises ID to purchase tags. 
2. There will NOT be an option to sell your pigs to WholeStone Farms at the 2020 Seward County Fair.  

Please let us know if you need help marketing your pigs. 
 
Dairy Goat 
1. All commercial breeding goats must have a scrapie tag and ID sheet. 
2. Bucks are not eligible to show. 
3. All goats must have horns blunted, dehorning is acceptable and preferred. 
 
Please call Cindy Wolverton 402-643-2981 if you have any concerns. 



1. Must pass Horsemanship Level 2 to enter in any Roping Performance Class at the Seward County Fair. 

2. All horses assigned to stalls will remain on exhibit throughout the fair, unless otherwise released by the horse 

superintendent and 4-H staff. 

3. Under no circumstances will substitutions of horses be allowed to stall for Champion and Reserve champion Mare and 

Gelding, unless released by the horse superintendent and 4-H staff.  If Champion and Reserve Champion Mare and 

Gelding are not on exhibit for the duration of the fair, then exhibitor forfeits prize money. 

Important 4-H Horse Program Updates 

Due to the COVID19 situation and social distancing rule of no more than 10 people gathering in one place and keeping 6 feet 

between us, the following events and deadlines have been changed.  

District Horse Show 

1.  All district horse shows for 2020 have been canceled.  All youth may enter the State 4-H Horse show if they have met 

the age and advancement level requirement for the classes they will be entering. 

2.  Entries and horse ID are due to the Extension Office June 15, 2020. 

3.  Entry forms can eventually be found here:  https://4h.unl.edu/horse/district-shows. 

4.  Horse ID can be found here:  https://4h.unl.edu/documents/Horse/F29777%20Horse%20ID%20new.pdf 

 

Advance Horsemanship Testing for State Fair Entries 

1.  Advancement Levels completed due date for the State 4-H Horse Show is June 15, 2020 to the Seward County Exten-

sion Office. 

2.  In order to abide by social distancing recommendations, skills and demonstrations testing are on hold.  The goal is to 

offer the skills test and demonstrations after May 9, 2020.  

3.  Level 1-3 Requirements 

a. Written Exam:  The youth can take the written exams online and asked not to use any resources while taking 

the exam.  Passing grade is 80% or higher.  Please contact Cindy at the Extension Office to access a written 

exam link.   

b. Skills Test:  On hold until after May 9th. 

c. Demonstration:  On hold until after May 9th. 

4.  Level 2 & 3 Additional Requirements 

a. Written report and feed chart should be emailed to Cindy at Cynthia.wolverton@unl.edu or dropped off at the 

Extension Office west door drop box.  

5.  Level 3 Additional Requirement 

a. Health Care Paper should be emailed to Cindy or dropped off at the Extension Office west door drop box. 

6.  Level 4 Additional Requirements 

a. Demonstration, written report and skills test will follow same protocol as above. 

Advancement Horsemanship Testing for County Fair Only 

1.  Completed due date is July 10th.   

2.  Written and Skills test at this time will be scheduled sometime after May 9th. 

3.  You may hand in all reports and papers to Cindy anytime you complete them prior to July 10. 

4-H Horse Stampede 

1. The 4-H Horse Stampede has been rescheduled to July 12, 2020.  This will be held in conjunction with the State 4-H 

Horse show at Fonner Park, Grand Island. 

2.  The updated schedule will be posted on the https://4h.unl.edu/horse/stampede web site. 

3.  Any youth that entered in March will need to re-enter by June 15, 2020. 

4.  Youth may enter even if they did not enter in March.  

https://4h.unl.edu/horse/district-shows
https://4h.unl.edu/documents/Horse/F29777%20Horse%20ID%20new.pdf
mailto:Cynthia.wolverton@unl.edu
https://4h.unl.edu/horse/stampede
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April 15—4-H Enrollment Deadline Extended   
May 1—Diamond Clover Plans Due 
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Carrie Gottschalk, Extension Educator, The Learning Child        carrie.gottschalk@unl.edu 

Cindy Wolverton, Extension Assistant, 4-H Youth Development cynthia.wolverton@unl.edu  

Dorian Krska, Administrative Assistant     dorian.krska@unl.edu 

Lori Hamling, Support Staff & 4-H Afterschool Coordinator   lori.hamling@unl.edu 

Julie Roebke, Support Staff       jroebke2@unl.edu 
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