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THE FIRST WIND FARM CONTRACT NEGOTIATIONS COMPLETE 

 

 The Saline County Wind Association held a meeting at Saline Center last week specifically for 

members of the Wind Association. The topic at hand was reviewing a negotiated, commercial 

wind farm option contract. The wind contract took Board members a lot of time to read and 

understand and it took time for the Board’s attorney to go through an important negotiation 

process. The wind contract contains the rights and royalties for a long-term wind farm easement if 

the developer can exercise the option and commit to a construction phase in the future. In general 

terms, these contracts include specifics about a construction lay down yard, a substation, buried 

transmission lines, overhead transmission lines and information about the wind turbines. The 

contracts are very comprehensive. 

 A large amount of change occurred in the contract being offered Saline County landowners 

compared to a year ago. It was smart for landowners to pool their money, which allowed them to 

hire a good wind rights attorney. The group then hammered out specific language for almost a 

year. After numerous sales pitches from different developers and holding numerous educational 

programs, the Wind Board adopted to move forward with a contract from RES Americas Inc. 

 Non-disclosure agreements were signed by almost 200 Association members in order to hear and 

see the contract terms. Wind rights contracts will not be shared publically because it is a standard 

practice that wind farm companies are using to protect their negotiated intellectual property. 

Memorandums are filed at the county courthouse with the land deed. 

 Ultimately, each Saline County landowner that is approached in the targeted area now has the 

power of the pen. The company does not need any single landowner, they need a group of 

landowners in a targeted area. Individuals will have the right to “carve out” pieces of their 

property if they want, when signing the wind option agreement. The company has a milestone 

they wish to meet by seeking 20,000 acres of land options. Local realtors that are licensed are 

being hired by RES Americas to deliver the contracts to landowners in the targeted area. 

 I encourage area landowners to utilize members of the Board if they have further questions. 

There was two and one-half hours of information to absorb at the meeting held July 9th. Saline 

County Wind Association board member contact information can be found at 

www.saline.unl.edu/files/Salinecountywindassociationhandout. 

 Saline County Wind Association members now have Board members on the Governor’s wind 

study committee and have been asked to give input on legislation at the Nebraska Unicameral this 

past session. They were invited to talk and gave a comprehensive presentation to landowner 

groups in Northeast Nebraska and have hosted numerous landowner education events locally. I 

would hate to count all the volunteer hours Board members gave this past year for the benefit of 

others. Congratulations to the Saline County Wind Association and their members for their 

accomplishments. 
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