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WINTER WHEAT HAS CHANGED 

 
 

   The winter wheat varieties planted in eastern Nebraska today have the potential to yield upward 
of 140 bu/ac under good management and weather. If you haven't planted wheat in several years, 
consider today's advanced genetics, many of which were developed through research at the 
University of Nebraska-Lincoln. Growing winter wheat today has changed.  While the potential 
for top yields is important, it's not yield alone that makes winter wheat profitable. Growers can 
add value through increased revenue, reduced costs, improved pest management, and spreading 
their workload. 
   To look at the yield results from this year’s UNL wheat variety trials, along with the two-year 
results and three-year results go to: https://cropwatch.unl.edu/winter-wheat-variety-test-results 
Take a close look at SY Wolf, SY Monument, Ruth, Freeman, Zenda, WB Grainfield, WB Cedar 
and Zenda.   
   Adding wheat to your Southeast Nebraska cropping system can offer many other benefits. We 
have multiple growers now that add additional revenue from utilizing or selling the straw.  Look 
how hard it is to buy straw these days.  We now have farmers growing late summer or early fall 
forage crops for hay, silage or grazing. There is also the ability to add diverse cover crops into a 
rotation scheme and these strategies can increase soil health properties. Double cropping is 
another option with soybeans or sunflowers.  Wheat is a high carbon crop with multiple benefits 
in a crop rotation scheme. 
   Some producers are looking at the milling market where there is potential to sell grain with a 
narrower basis and protein premiums. Troublesome weeds are becoming more an issue with 
escalating herbicide costs in soybeans and corn.  Wheat provides an opportunity for reduced 
herbicide cost for controlling marestail, waterhemp, and Palmer Amaranth due to disrupting weed 
cycles. 
   Because of reduced pest pressure, higher soybean yields in a three-year rotation have been 
documented. The potential yield increase in dryland corn yield following wheat was documented 
in our area to be another 26 bushel per acre boost on average. Wheat harvest allows windows of 
opportunity for manure application in the summer with reduced compaction issues compared to 
applications in the fall or spring.  Wheat offers opportunity to contract with feedlots for manure 
application in the summer.  
   Wheat offers reduced soil erosion and nutrient loss during the high risk months of April, May 
and June. With improved soil health, soil structure and water infiltration, long-term profitability 
can be enhanced in certain fields.  There can be reduced labor cost through better distribution of 
workload on the farm and wheat can provide a summer cash flow. 
   With wheat there is a window of opportunity to gain possible higher cost-share for conservation 
work in July, August, and September.  USDA CSP ranking scores for planting winter wheat can 
result in additional farm revenue.   
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   In 2018, wheat acreage in Gage, Jefferson and Saline County slipped to lows of 3,560 acres, 
5,390 acres and 2,460 acres respectively according to Nebraska Ag Statistics.  So why has the 
acreage plummeted? Average yields were 58.7 bu, 49.4 bu and 37.2 bu respectively in these three 
counties.  
   Despite all the benefits I stated above, we need a major turnaround in price and an increase in 
wheat yields to see a resurgence in plantings.   Essentially wheat has to stand on its own merit and 
provide the necessary income a producer needs.  If a farmer is paying cash rent or has a loan on 
land, it is a tough go to choose wheat. Increasing yield and market price are the keys to be 
competitive against the corn and soybean genetics that we have today.  This issue is not just a 
local problem.  It’s a Nebraska problem and for that matter a national problem as well.   
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