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FARM BILL FACTS AND POLICY DETAILS 

 
   I was surprised at Husker Harvest Days working on farm policy questions in the UNL building, 
that a few farm operators had not signed up yet for the Market Facilitation Program (MFP) 
payments. The 2019 trade assistance mirrors the 2018 assistance of direct payments to producers 
due to commodity price losses with trade negotiations.   
   The MFP payments are paid on a per acre planted basis and half is paid now.  The payments 
vary in Nebraska from $15 per acre on prevented planting acres to a high of $74 per acre.  Saline 
County is $63 per acre and Gage and Jefferson are $61 per acre.  The deadline to sign-up for MFP 
is December 6.  A second and third installment of payment could come later, with maybe an 
announcement in December if trade losses and lower commodity price condition continue.  There 
are tax implications in which year additional MFP would be paid.  This is a big deal because for 
Saline County alone, MFP with 604 paid applications as of the first week in September, amounted 
to 6.2 million dollars for crops and $75,000 to livestock.   
   The Agricultural Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss Coverage (PLC) programs authorized in 
the 2018 Farm Bill are now open for enrollment through March 15, 2020. Producers have to make 
a decision between the programs for the 2019 and 2020 crop years, but will then face a new 
decision every year starting in 2021. The programs are largely consistent with how they were 
implemented in the 2014 Farm Bill, but a few program changes and a definite change in ag 
outlook could substantially change the decision ahead for producers. 
   Extension will hold educational meetings across the state in the November and December 
timeframe.  Meetings are being planned for Beatrice, Fairbury and Saline Center, dates to be 
determined.  I suggest attending one of those meetings before signing up for this program.  It also 
allows farm operators to further analyze the market situation.  Take a look at the Farm Bill 
Update handout used at Husker Harvest Days at: go.unl.edu/2018farmbillfacts  There are some 
key changes on how the Agricultural Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss Coverage (PLC) are 
calculated.  There is also an opportunity to update PLC yields which impacts certain payments. 
   Ask for FSA-156EZ form from the FSA office for each of your FSA farm numbers.  This can 
be sent electronically to you and verifies the base crops, your farm base acres and PLC yields that 
are on file.  Pay close attention to your PLC yields because you have an opportunity to update 
those.  We cannot update base acres this go around.  Calculate your past proven yield, simple 
average, from 2013-2107 using crop insurance or farm records.  For corn, soybeans and milo, 
multiply your average yield times 81%.  For wheat, multiply the average yield by 87.903%. If 
your yield calculation is higher than what is on the FSA-156EZ form, then it is a no brainer to 
update your PLC yield.  It can mean extra income for you when enrolling in the PLC program 
when national prices fall below the PLC reference prices. You do not have to enroll in the 
program to update yields.  
   There are two online decision tools that are available to make an informed two year decision 
and then annually.  All you need is the FSA-156EZ form, however, if you have irrigation, it’s too 
early.  We need to wait until this form has your Historical Irrigated Percentage (HIP) to run the 
decision tools.  All HIP will be re-calculated for the new Farm Bill which hasn’t been done yet. 
 
 



 

   Dryland farms can be analyzed now with the Texas A&M program at: go.unl.edu/decisiontool  
This decision computer aid characterizes probabilities of different levels of expected FSA 
payments. These characterizations are based on 500 possible future realizations of market prices 
and county yields.  It is very easy to run.  Click on the average numbers on the output to see the 
entire output summary.  The decision tool developed by Illinois is not ready yet, but an excellent 
video update on the Farm Bill and the decision tool is available at: go.unl.edu/farmdoc 
   My advice is wait for the educational meetings after harvest this year, then make your 
appointments for the two-year decision.  More information needs to come from USDA on some 
important details.  Go ahead and analyze now if you will be able to update your PLC yields.  You 
can ask for a copy of your 156EZ forms to prepare.  If you have irrigation, wait to ask for the 
156EZ form after the historical percentages are prepared. Dryland farmers can use the Texas 
A&M decision tool available online now and irrigators can use the tool once HIP is known.  The 
2019 Program Election/Enrollment deadline is March 15th. If everyone waits to sign-up until late 
next year, it’s increasingly difficult for FSA offices to conduct an orderly signup.  For more 
information visit farmbill.unl.edu 
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