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OPTIONS FOR LATE SUMMER PASTURE WEEDS 

 

   August is always a good time to analyze pasture management.  Is your pasture full of weeds?  If 

so it usually is a symptom of over grazing.  Weeds have exploded recently in many 

pastures.  Plants like ragweed, ironweed, goldenrod, and vervain can be abundant everywhere.    

   This week I had a weed ID request come in from the Clatonia area and it was a native perennial 

called “Pitchers Sage” or Salvia Azurer var. grandiflora.   Many of these “perennial weeds” do 

have a role in nature. Native forbs found in hay meadows and pastures have created jobs right 

here in Saline County near Western.  Check out the following website at: 

https://prairielegacyinc.com/  The farm business includes increasing certain native plants and 

selling seeds.   

   Native perennials can be very beneficial to pollinators like solitary bees, bumblebees and 

butterflies. Native plants (that are a weed to some) can be valuable to the ecology and to a native 

planting on a farm, acreage or in town.  Native plants that come to mind include coreopsis, 

coneflower, aster, liatris, goldenrod, pasque flower, butterfly milkweed, pitcher sage, bee balm 

and purple poppy mallow. 

   In a pasture, correctly identifying plants is the first step in effectively treating weeds. And with 

so many species out there appearing in pastures, it’s a daunting challenge for farmers to always 

know what they are dealing with, much less find solutions for control. Is the weed in question 

being invasive? 

   Abundant spring rains stimulated growth of certain weeds this year. Even seemingly well-

managed pastures have problems, often in areas that were grazed while soils were wet and 

soft.  Cattle trampling in these spots open areas for weeds to get started.  Only pastures or areas in 

pastures with thick, relatively tall grass stands have few weeds.   

   One producer near Tobias said last year he had an area in his pasture with a new annual weed 

called Palmer Amaranth.  He had never seen it before.  Palmer is a weed we want to keep off your 

farm for as long as possible because it is a very invasive row crop weed due to the fact of how 

quick it is to obtain multiple herbicide resistance.  

   Spraying many weeds now does little good.  Many weeds are too large to kill so herbicides 

might only reduce seed production and make pastures a bit more attractive.  Shredding could 

actually work better to reduce weed seeds if it’s not already too late. 

   Two other approaches are more important for long-term weed control.  First, rotationally graze 

next year to improve the health, vigor, and density of your grass.  That will happen if, as you 

rotate, you leave more residue behind when moving animals to a new pasture to maintain higher 

competition.  Healthy, competitive grass stands are essential to reduce weed populations 

economically. 

   Second, target herbicide applications for when they will do the most good.  Late May to early 

June usually is most effective with most of our pasture herbicides.  Most perennial weeds, and 

many annuals, are sensitive to chemicals in June.  Weed control, along with good grazing, will 

thicken your grass stands so herbicides won’t be needed as often in the future.  Additionally, 

many native forbs are highly nutritious if managed properly and shouldn’t be sprayed out.   

https://prairielegacyinc.com/


 

   Don’t let weeds take over your pasture and with native forbs don’t spend money controlling 

them needlessly unless you have a species that is too invasive to your grass.  A good plan will 

work the best.     
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