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HARVESTING SUMMER ANNUAL GRASSES 

 
 

   Sudan, sorghum-sudan, pearl millet and other summer annual grasses can become good hay.  
The key is the proper management.                  
   It is difficult to put up good quality hay with summer annuals or hay that is dry and will not heat 
or mold.  Obviously, this type of hay, which is also called cane hay by some folks, is challenging 
to bale or stack for most growers.   
   Nearly all problems making good summer grass or cane hay are caused by their stems.  Stems 
are low in protein and energy, they are unbearably slow to dry, and the lower stems contain most 
of the potentially toxic nitrates. 
   To solve some problems, cut early, when plants are only waist high.  When cut early, stems are 
smaller, they’re eaten more readily, and the hay contains more protein and energy.  Also, there is 
less plant volume.  So with smaller stems and fewer of them the hay will dry quicker. 
   Regardless of when you harvest though, cut it high, leaving eight to ten inches of stubble.  Tall 
stubble pays off in three ways:  1) It helps plants begin regrowth quicker; 2) It holds hay off the 
ground so air can help dry underneath; and 3) It keeps many nitrates out in the field stubble rather 
than harvesting them all in your hay. 
   Finally, always crimp cane hay.  Even when stems are small, the waxy coating on the stems 
cause slow drying.  But if you break open these stems by crimping, water will be able to escape 
and evaporate more quickly. 
   So cut it early, cut it high.  Crimp the stems and they will dry. 
UNEXPECTED MEMORIAL AT THE FAIR 
   During the Saline County Fair this year, David Kujath, Swanton, was laid to rest near Daykin at 
the age of 57, a long time 4-H and FFA beef superintendent at the Saline County Fair.  David 
attended and graduated from Meridian High School in 1978. He worked at Peterson 
Manufacturing in DeWitt after high school until the factory closed.  David then became a propane 
delivery driver for Farmer's Cooperative out of Plymouth.  He always was a dedicated worker and 
did his job to the best of his ability and as a volunteer at the Saline County Fair. He enjoyed 
raising sheep and helping young people learn about agriculture.  
   4-H livestock superintendents are special people.  They are really important volunteers at 
county fairs and for Ag Society’s or Fair Boards.  They need to see that rules are followed, treat 
everyone fairly, have a lot of patience and work with the kids to help them during their 4-H or 
FFA careers.  Exhibiters must follow directions of the superintendent during the fair. 
   Two of the 4-H’ers he helped over the years during the Saline County Fair Premium Auction 
started something special.  The Premium Auction is where an agricultural business, lender, 
agricultural organization or individuals bid added money for the ribbon or award earned at the 
fair.  It’s not uncommon for a 4-H’er to earn an additional $250 to $850 more for their market 
project animal.  These two 4-H’ers, during the auction, started a college scholarship fund for a 
David Kujath memorial. Their mother cried tears of joy after hearing about her daughters’ choice 
right before they presented a show pig in the ring.   



 

   The fund started with their donation of $1,750 and donations now have grown to $4,000. 
Additional donations for the David Kujath scholarship fund can be sent to the Saline County Ag 
Society, c/o Jamie Girmus, 773 County Road K, Friend, NE 68359. 
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