
 

 

May 6, 2016 

 

CERTIFY YOUR ACRES TO NRD 

 

   The news release is out from the Lower Big Blue Natural Resources District for landowners to 

report groundwater and surface water irrigated acres to the District beginning with this year’s 

crop. Basically NRD’s across Nebraska manage our groundwater resource, but you can’t manage 

what you can’t measure.  Certifying irrigated acres throughout the District will allow the NRD to 

make better management decisions involving ground water quantity. 

   The goal is to maintain an adequate irrigation water supply to meet the future needs for 

domestic, agricultural and industrial uses, and further reduce conflicts between water users and 

protect the local economic resource base of the area.  Currently, the Lower Big Blue NRD does 

not have an accurate database for each landowner on how many acres of land are being irrigated.  

This year is the first time landowners need to report the amount of irrigated acres to establish a 

baseline dataset. 

   The NRD will be working with the Farm Services Agency (FSA) when the proper permissions 

are given by operators and/or landlords.  The NRD wants certification to be as painless as 

possible for operators and/or landowners.   

   All operators and/or landowners need to do is when you come into the FSA office from now 

until July 15 to certify acres planted, take one additional step and fill out, sign, and return the FSA 

Release of Information Form.  Landowners will only be releasing the FSA Form 578 and 

associated maps.  All the information the NRD needs will be on Form 578 and the associated 

maps, which is basically a legal description and number of irrigated acres by name.  By signing 

this form, the landowner gives the NRD the privilege to access only your Form 578 from the FSA 

office. 

   This process is a no brainer for operators to do this and communicate with landowners the 

importance of certifying irrigated acres to the NRD, with accuracy, to comply with the new 

ruling.  Nobody would want to receive a low or inaccurate allocation when that day comes.  Let 

me be clear, there are no water allocations at this time in the Lower Big Blue NRD, however, 

there may be a day in our near future where meters and allocations are a reality of doing business.     

   The Lower Big Blue NRD has a trigger in the groundwater management plan with groundwater 

irrigation water allocations set at 5 feet or 5 percent (whichever is less) for a period of three 

consecutive years below the base line year.  Let’s hope the current La Nina forecast does not send 

us on another downward spiral with our groundwater levels.  We are just starting to recover from 

2012 drought year levels and headed in the right direction.  

   The NRD budgets a limited amount for cost share annually.  It’s a no brainer to ask for cost 

share on irrigation water meters, while limited cost share money is still available, and before the 

District requires water flow meters to be installed.  Once that ruling starts, the meters are usually 

installed in a District in phases.  Once the District requires meters, there will not be enough cost 

share money to go around.   Looking at information published last fall, only 3 NRD’s out of 23 

have not required flow meters in Nebraska.  Currently, the Lower Big Blue NRD requires them 

on all new well installations. All other NRD’s in Nebraska either require irrigation flow meters on 

all groundwater wells or require them in “sub areas” of the District.    Eleven of the NRD’s have 

irrigation water allocation rules either established on the books or under implementation.   

 



 

   I have linked information on the front page of our saline.unl.edu website with more detailed 

information.  One of the links is an informative map about how the 23 NRD’s have responded 

across Nebraska. Being proactive in getting your certified irrigated acres to the NRD and 

garnering cost share dollars for irrigation meters will save you in the end.  For more information, 

contact the Lower Big Blue NRD in Beatrice at 402-228-3402.  
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