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PREVENT PLANTING RULES ANNOUNCED 
 

   We have been fortunate compared to other areas in Nebraska. There will be small areas in some 
of our fields, especially along the Blue River, that will not get planted to corn or soybeans, but 
north of here farmers are facing entire fields that won’t get planted due to the historic flooding 
event and field damage.    
   Operators are required to report prevented planting and failed acres to establish or retain USDA-
FSA program eligibility. Producers should report crop acreage they intended to plant, but due to 
natural disaster, were prevented from planting.   The final planting date for corn is May 25th and 
the final plant date for soybeans is June 10th.  Accordingly, the deadline to report prevented 
planting to FSA for corn is June 10th and the deadline to report prevented planting on soybeans is 
June 25th.  
   Corn or soybeans that get planted after those fully insured crop insurance dates stated above, 
can still qualify for federal crop insurance, but with a declining scale of coverage of 1% per day 
for corn (up to June 14th) and for soybeans (up to July 5th).  
   For more information on the specifics of the prevented planting, contact the Saline County FSA 
office at (402) 821-3292 to schedule an appointment to file a notice of loss.   
USDA Programs Update 
   Education around the 2018 Farm Bill, with a goal of stability to our nation’s farmers and food 
supply, will be addressed beginning this fall.  With signup in the fall, there will be plenty of time 
to look at the PLC vs ARC-CO election (sorry for the acronyms but a full explanation is not 
needed now) in which operators will be making a two-year decision.   It is anticipated this 
decision will be much easier than the last time in which we ran laptop computers at our office for 
area operators for over a month.  
   For the newly announced 2019 trade assistance, the Secretary’s announcement clarified enough 
to note the payment would be a flat payment per acre in each county this year and paid on 2019 
planted acreage. The calculations and the amounts are not known yet but will be on a county 
basis.   
   There is also a disaster assistance bill already passed by the Senate for relief for 2019 
production losses and while no details are contained in the bill, the understanding is that it would 
be specifically for prevent planted acres. Further details will be coming once the federal 
legislation is passed.    
Wheat Variety Tour June 13 Near Fairbury 
   The UNL Wheat Variety Plot Tour for southeast Nebraska will be held Thursday, June 13, 
north of Fairbury. Attendees can view wheat varieties and learn more about disease and fertility 
management as well as a study on enhancing protein content. The event, sponsored by Nebraska 
Extension, will begin at 6:30 p.m. in a replicated, wheat variety plot hosted by grower Mark 
Knobel.  On Highway 15 take the famous Bower Corner sign and travel one mile west and 1 ¾ 
miles south.  More details are at https://saline.unl.edu  
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Congrats to Interim President Susan Fritz  
   The Board of Regents on May 30th appointed Susan Fritz, Crete, as interim leader of the 
University of Nebraska.  Susan became an instructor in UNL’s Department of Agricultural 
Leadership, Education and Communications in 1989 before rising to department head, associate 
dean of the College of Natural Resources and associate vice chancellor for IANR.  She later 
became interim dean and director of UNL’s Agricultural Research Division and the Nebraska 
Agricultural Experiment Station before joining NU central administration as an associate vice 
president for academic affairs in 2011.  Congrats to Susan on this appointment and making Saline 
County very proud!  
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