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   UNL Extension has a resource on the Internet for range, pasture and forage educational 
resources.  It’s called rangepastureforages.unl.edu   With the explosion of information available 
how can one sort through the weeds and get research based, sound, unbiased information?   
Generally speaking .edu (non-profit education), .gov (official government site) and .mil (U.S. 
military) are generally trustworthy sites.  However, you can never be certain with .com 
(commercial), .net (general purpose) .org (originally non-profit entities, but not enforced) and 
.co.ru (Russia, enough said!)  
   Bruce Anderson, extension forage specialist at UNL, is particularly fond of the extension and 
outreach section in the rangepastureforages.unl.edu website.  This section contains over one 
hundred different Extension Circulars and NebGuides, as well as nearly fifty popular and on-line 
newsletter articles written by Nebraska Extension Forage Specialists.  These publications and 
articles were written to specifically answer questions related to your farm and ranch management 
challenges. 
   Rangepastureforages.unl.edu is fast and easy to use because articles are divided into eighteen 
separate categories, eliminating the need to search through dozens of unrelated materials before 
finding the one that fits your needs. 
   Anderson uses rangepastureforages.unl.edu nearly every day in his work and answering 
clientele questions.  Rangepastureforages.unl.edu also contains a link that allows you to listen to 
every one of the Hay and Forage Minutes from the past twelve months.   
   One of the hot topics today is double cropping annual forages as a part of a more diverse crop 
rotation scheme and utilizing forages for cattle.  Cereal rye that was planted last fall or oats 
planted this spring (when Mother Nature gives us a chance) can be an excellent hay crop with 
double cropping implications.  With the current price of hay, that sky rocketed due to the tough 
winter conditions this year, cattlemen might consider haying a cover crop or bagging it.   
   Successful double cropping of annual forages requires good planning and timely operations 
along with some timely moisture.  To use this approach this spring, small grains like oats or 
spring triticale, maybe mixed with field peas or some brassicas like collards or forage rape and 
need to be planted as soon as possible.  If not for haying, grazing of these plantings can begin six 
to eight weeks after planting and can last until early to mid-June if stocked and managed properly. 
   As portions of this spring planting get grazed out, the double crop of a summer annual grass like 
sudangrass or pearl millet can be planted.  With adequate moisture, the summer annual grass will 
be ready to graze in forty-five to fifty days and may last through September.  This double crop 
forage strategy works even better if winter annual cereals like winter rye, wheat, or triticale were 
planted last fall for spring forage.  They will be ready to graze earlier than any spring planting and 
like the spring plantings, as portions are grazed out, plant summer annual grasses to begin grazing 
them by mid-summer. 
 
 
 
 



 

   Another strategy is to plant the summer annual grasses first in mid-to-late May.  Graze portions 
of them out in August, then plant oats or turnips or both for late fall and winter grazing.  Of 
course, adequate moisture or irrigation is needed for these options to produce both double crops.  
Thus, it is wise to have extra hay or a nearby pasture where animals can be placed and fed 
temporarily if extra time is needed to grow sufficient forage for grazing.  An extensive description 
of these annual forage systems, including economics, is available on-line at beef.unl.edu.   
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