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AG ALMANAC 

 

 

   The Ag Educational Media on the UNL East Campus each week highlight certain topics on a 

website called Ag Almanac.  These are podcasts available to the public and radio outlets across 

the state.  I had to laugh recently on a 4 minute podcast that was excellent by Dennis Ferraro, 

Nebraska Extension Wildlife Specialist.  The topic was squirrels.  

   We have three kinds of squirrels in eastern Nebraska, the most numerous being the fox squirrel. 

All three species of squirrels eat acorns, nuts, seeds, fruits, berries, plant buds, flower blossoms, 

tree twigs and are actively cashing food for the winter, even corn seeds. Ferraro had some 

questions by the interviewer that were humorous and you really need to check that out at:  

http://agalmanac.unl.edu/  

   Cow-Calf Costs:  At the same website, Aaron Berger, Nebraska Extension Educator with a beef 

focus, is talking how producers should look at direct and overhead costs of their beef operation 

and how important it is to do that.  He uses the podcast to promote his seminar at: 

http://beef.unl.edu/productioncosts 

   Aaron talks about how a producer can break down the cow-calf operation and do enterprise 

analysis.  The cost of a cow today is double what it was in 2005. He talks about in the seminar 

understanding the price per pound of calf weaned per cow exposed.  Feed costs and labor and 

equipment are the major direct expenses that should be carefully scrutinized.   

   Aaron encourages cow-calf producers to identify what needs to change for 2016 and pick one or 

two areas to focus on.  Choose areas where the greatest progress can be made.  Set a goal but ask 

yourself how you can get there and make it happen.   

   Field to Market:  I will be conducting a podcast on the Ag Almanac website today, promoting 

the Field to Market meetings coming up in December and for farmers to pre-register for these 

meetings.  We have received funding from the Nebraska Corn and Soybean Boards to conduct 

eight workshops from December 7 to December 11 across eastern Nebraska utilizing the web 

based tool called Fieldprint Calculator. 

   Improvement of this tool really started in Saline County with a pilot group of 23 corn producers 

delivering grain to the Crete Mill in 2010.  This process of sharing field records and comparisons 

anonymously as a group led to version 2.0 of the Fieldprint Calculator and the national Field to 

Market website.  These hands-on workshops show growers how to document seven sustainability 

and efficiency indicators via use of a laptop computer.  I know of at least one case now where a 

company in Iowa is paying growers an added incentive on soybeans to supply Fieldprint data.   

   Keep on the cutting edge by learning about the new food chain initiatives at these workshops.  

The registration fee is sponsored. Workshops near Saline County are Lincoln, Beatrice, Auburn 

and Geneva. Please pre-register by December 3rd.   
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   Details are as follows:  

   Lincoln - UNL Extension Office in Lancaster County, 444 Cherrycreek Road.  Contact:  Tyler 

Williams, phone (402) 441-7180, e-mail tyler.williams@unl.edu 

   Beatrice - UNL Extension Office in Gage County, 1115 West Scott Street.  Contact:  Paul Hay, 

phone (402) 223-1384, e-mail paul.hay@unl.edu 

   Auburn - Nemaha County Hospital Meeting Room, 2022 13th Street.  Contact:  Gary Lesoing, 

phone (402) 274-4755, e-mail gary.lesoing@unl.edu 

   Geneva - UNL Extension Office in Fillmore County, 1340 G Street.  Contact:  Brandy 

VanDeWalle, phone (402) 759-3712, e-mail brandy.vandewalle@unl.edu 
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