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WEEDY SOYBEAN FIELDS HAVE A NEW OPTION FOR 2017 

 

 

 

   When traveling along Highway 136 several weeks ago, between Red Cloud and Franklin, 

Nebraska, I couldn’t believe some of the weedy soybean fields.  It started to remind me of how 

soybean fields used to look back in the 60’s and 70’s that required a corn knife and a farm 

rogueing crew.  Palmer Amaranth (a pigweed species) is rearing its ugly head and is a new weed 

species causing problems in corn and soybean fields in Nebraska.  

   Ag officials in Nebraska are concerned about one of the solutions being offered in the seed 

marketplace next year. Research conducted at UNL’s South Central Agricultural Lab near Clay 

Center the last four years showed excellent weed control and crop safety with a pre-emergence 

herbicide applied at planting followed by post-emergence application of XtendiMax™ in 

Roundup Ready 2 Xten® soybean.  What I am talking about is dicamba resistant soybeans.    

This year, in other states, dicamba resistant soybeans were planted but the new formulation of 

dicamba had not been labeled by the EPA yet.  It is a violation of Federal law to spray regular 

dicamba formulations but a few farmers did.  Missouri had 124 dicamba drift related complaints 

and Tennessee had 24.  

   The EPA confirmed that it executed federal search warrants at several southeastern Missouri 

locations as part of an investigation into alleged misuse or misapplication of dicamba onto 

herbicide-tolerant soybeans and cotton. But it gets worse.  A Mississippi soybean and cotton 

farmer was shot and killed by a neighbor over a spray drift dispute (article found at: 

http://ow.ly/CbeD3068a4Y )  Paying for a field of soybeans is not worth shooting anyone over or 

dying, that’s for sure. 

   The new dicamba formulation is expected to cause less drift issues if the label is followed,  

however, no research data is currently available of the landscape level effect of volatility from 

this new formulation of dicamba. The label rules include:   

1) No aerial application; 

2) No application when wind speed is over 15 miles per hour;  

3) Application only with approved nozzles at specified pressures;  

4) Buffer zones to protect sensitive areas when the wind is blowing toward them. 

   Weeds can evolve resistance to any herbicide if the same herbicide is applied repeatedly in the 

same field. For example, dicamba-resistant kochia has been confirmed in western Nebraska. 

Therefore, beginning next year in Nebraska, we should not rely only on XtendiMax™ for weed 

control in Roundup Ready 2 Xtend® soybean as the sole, long-term silver bullet.  Pre-emergence 

herbicide is a foundation for weed control in any type of soybean field. Therefore, select a weed 

management program that includes herbicides with multiple effective modes of action. 
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   For more information about the EPA registration of XtendiMax™ with Vapor Grip™ 

technology, a feature marketed by the industry to reduce off-target drift, see the related EPA news 

release, EPA Registers Dicamba Formulation for Use on Dicamba Tolerant Crops.  A short cut to 

this information is at: http://ow.ly/Haba30689iY 
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