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NOVEMBER BACKYARD FARMER RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

 

   Last fall we had mild weather leading into November and then the abrupt change to near zero 

temperatures really hurt certain shrubs and trees in our landscapes.  Hopefully this November will 

give plants more time to harden off.   

   Animal Damage:  Deer, rabbits and voles can really set back trees and shrubs with damage 

over the winter.  Consider barriers of hardware cloth placed around young trees and shrubs.  This 

is the best means of protection from rabbit and vole damage. Make sure the barriers extend well 

above the usual snow line. Various taste repellants, such as Thiram or Millers Hot Sauce, can be 

effective in reducing deer and rabbit damage as long as animals have other food sources to turn 

to. Scent repellants, such as bags of human hair or bar soaps on a rope, have been shown to be 

effective in some situations. 

   Recycle Leaves:  On a tour with the Nebraska Agricultural Agents Association into Indiana in 

October, in one of the communities we were driving through, I noticed a homeowner raking a 

large pile of leaves right into the street. Tree leaves are an important source of organic matter. 

When leaves and other plant debris decompose, phosphorous and nitrogen is released. So this 

homeowner is contributing to surface water pollution through the city stormwater via rainfall and 

snowmelt.  To reduce the pollutant load on surface water, rake and compost leaves or use them as 

mulch.  If your community composts them, that is good also.  Do not sweep or blow leaves into 

the street where stormwater from rainfall and snow melt carries them to storm drains and then 

directly to receiving waters (lakes, rivers, ponds, and streams). Compost tips are at: 

http://extensionpublications.unl.edu/assets/pdf/g2222.pdf  

   Scale Insects:  If you experienced early leaf drop on a shrub or even tree, it could have been 

scale insects (there are different kinds). I experienced this on a lilac bush this fall.  The leaves 

turned yellow, then died and drop off prematurely. The branches were covered with scale.  Scale 

insects feed from beneath the protective scale, removing plant sap from stems and leaves. 

Controls are most effective when the insects are in the crawler stage, usually in May to early June 

and late August to early September (second generation). You can monitor for the presence of 

crawlers by wrapping a few stems with black electrical tape with the sticky surface facing out 

near where scales are present on a shrub or tree that is infested. Euonymous scale crawlers are 

yellowish to orange so they stand out on the tape. When in the crawler stage, control with 

insecticidal soaps or systemic insecticides.   Read and follow label directions for effective 

application. On the lilac I have trouble with, I will need to prune and remove heavily infested 

branches to the ground. 

   Overwintering Tender "Bulbs":  Plants such as cannas, tuberous begonias, and gladioli are 

not hardy to Nebraska winters. These need to be dug and stored over winter. For success, the 

correct temperature and humidity levels are required for storage. Tips are at:  

www.extension.umn.edu/distribution/horticulture/DG1117.html 

 

 

 



 

   Winter Protection for Roses:  Should not be put in place until roses are fully dormant which is 

usually after the soil begins to freeze or night time temperatures are consistently dropping into the 

20 degree F. Winter protection protects plants against wide soil temperature fluctuations and 

temperature extremes.  On hybrid tea, floribunda and other tender roses, about 8 inches of soil can 

be mounded around the base in early November to protect the graft. Usually about mid-November 

(it’s been warm this year), put your cover in place. Encircling the plant with chicken wire and 

filling the chicken wire with coarse mulch, such as wood chips, works well too.   

   For more Backyard Farmer tips visit the following website:  http://byf.unl.edu/   
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