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NEW AIR EMISSIONS REPORTING IN AGRICULTURE 

 

 

   I had a local small beef producer bring to my attention a recent article in the November 2017 

edition of “The Nebraska Cattlemen” magazine about what beef producers need to know for the 

new air emissions reporting for animal agriculture.  I am seeking more information from state 

leadership on the issue and it is a head scratcher for sure.  

   A recent Washington, D.C. Circuit Court ruling decision brought air emission from animal 

agriculture under the same umbrella as industrial chemical toxic waste dumps, oil spills and 

chemical tank explosions, according to Jessie Herrmann with the Nebraska Cattlemen Association 

director of legal and regulatory affairs.   

   In 1980 Congress passed a law called the Comprehensive Emergency Response Compensation 

and Liability Act (CERCLA) in response to serious environmental health risks posed by 

hazardous waste disposal, commonly known as superfund projects.  It holds polluters financial 

responsible to clean-up contaminated sites from hazardous substances.   

   Then in 2008, Congress passed the Emergency Planning and Community Right to Know Act 

(EPCRA) to help local communities and local fire and rescue how to plan better and handle 

chemical emergencies in a better way.   

   Unfortunately to animal agriculture, on April 11, 2017, a Washington, D.C. Circuit Court issued 

an opinion in Waterkeeper v. EPA that invalidated the 2008 ag exemption or 

https://goo.gl/Ugrx28   Animal operations may be as low as 208 head of cattle (according to 

Jessie Herrmann) will be captured under the law causing new reporting requirements beginning 

November 15, 2017.  Will thousands of farms and ranches across the nation now be forced to 

report their daily emissions of ammonia and hydrogen sulfide emissions to the EPA or face 

liability of up to $53,907 per day, according to Jessie Herrmann? By and large local fire and 

rescue personnel do not respond to normal operations in a local feedlot.  EPA has asked to court 

for an extension and then there could be time for Congress to act.     

   Rick Stowell, professor in Biological Systems Engineering at UNL, indicated producers can 

obtain additions information on a new website he is working on (the website wasn’t available yet 

at the time I wrote this).  He and Dave Aiken, professor in UNL Agricultural Economics, are 

working on information for Nebraska livestock producers and producer groups.   

   Producer groups and producer associations in Nebraska are very aware of the issues and can 

also provide you up to date information. Stowell is available for information too and if you are 

concerned about the new animal reporting requirements, how to calculate it, and how it effects 

your specific operation, he is available by phone at 402-472-3912 as a third party resource.  The 

Nebraska Cattlemen contact is Jessie Herrmann at 402-475-2333 or jherrmann@necattlemen.org   
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