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LAWN APPLICATORS NEED COMMERCIAL LICENSES 

 

Sometimes in the lawn care business, applicators don’t realize they need a commercial license 

when applying a pesticide (weed killer, insect killer, etc). If you see a commercial applicator that 

is wearing flip flop sandals, a short sleeve shirt, shorts and no gloves, my guess is they fell asleep 

during the commercial pesticide safety training when they talked about how chronic exposure to 

pesticides can be bad for you later in life. 

 

I have been spreading the word to people I know that are doing lawn care to make sure they have 

their commercial license. If they are not licensed for lawn care, the person is in violation of the 

Nebraska Pesticide Act by accepting payment for the application. Any person who applies 

pesticides to the property of another for hire (receives compensation) is classified as a commercial 

applicator and must be certified and licensed by the Nebraska Department of Agriculture (NDA).  

 

In Nebraska, all commercial pesticide applicators must have a commercial applicator license if 

pesticides are being applied to residential lawns. It doesn’t matter if it is a general use product or a 

restricted use product, all require a commercial license in Category 04, Ornamental and Turf Pest 

Control. Whether the lawn care professional is applying 2,4-D, Roundup, or crabgrass preventer, 

if you are paying them for services to your yard, ask if they have a commercial license. If they 

him-haw around, find another lawn care professional who is properly licensed. Nitrogen fertilizer 

applications to residential lawns do not require a license unless the mixture contains a pesticide 

such as crabgrass preventer, weed preventer or fungicide as examples. 

 

School employees, city employees, and others applying pesticides on parks, lawns and football 

fields for their employer are encouraged to get their non-commercial license. This reduces 

liability for the company they are working for and provides some practical training. A non-

commercial license in this example is only required when using restricted use pesticides, but 

would still be a good idea even for dandelion killer that is a general use product.  

 

There are only a few commercially licensed lawn care applicators in Saline County. This 

information is open to the public through the NDA at kellysolutions.com/ne/. Applicators in 

Saline County are required to travel to Lincoln or Beatrice to attend training or take exams. 

However, that is not an acceptable excuse for illegally applying pesticides. Another difficulty is 

the misconception by lawn care providers that general use pesticides, such as 2,4-D or crabgrass 

preventer, do not require licensing.  

 

In Nebraska a non-certified applicator can apply to the NDA for a once in a lifetime exemption to 

work under the supervision of a licensed applicator for one 60 day period. This application must 

be received by the NDA no later than ten days from the non-certified worker’s first application.  

 

Another thing to keep in mind is that applicators with the proper training will do the best job of 

applying. Equipment calibration and a thorough understanding of the label are required to apply 

the correct amount of product to the lawn. Over-application can injure the turf or leave residues  

 



 

that cause dermal exposure to pets and yourself. Under-application may not control the pest, 

requiring retreatment, as well as leading to future pest resistance to the pesticide.  

 

The University of Nebraska Extension has a certification meeting for Categories 00 (General 

Standards) and 04 (Ornamental and Turf) at the Lancaster County Extension Office in Lincoln on 

Thursday, April 12th. Talk to me about how to get a General Standards manual. The Ornamental 

and Turf Pest Control manual is $25.00 plus shipping and tax. There is a charge for the training 

and the license. Go to pested.unl.edu to order online study materials. You don’t have to order 

study materials in advance but I sure advise it. It makes the General Standards test and the 

Ornamental and Turf test a lot easier the day of the training. If you need more information on 

Nebraska pesticides laws contact the Department of Agriculture at 877-800-4080. I can help you 

on information about the training. 
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