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KNOW HOW TO GAIN MORE FROM FERTILIZER 

 

This year, fertilizer production costs will be much higher than last year, but there are many ways 

producers still can achieve profitable fertilizer programs and truly get the most from their 

fertilizer investment. 

 

The key is soil testing and proper interpretation. Fertilizer recommendations based on research 

and on-farm verification are generally the most economical. Not all fertilizer recommendations 

are the same. 

 

Have a full understanding about the macro and micronutrient levels in the soil. Take deep soil 

samples for residual nitrate to fine-tune nitrogen rates. Soil tests will not show legume or crop 

residue credits, so credit nitrogen from precious legume crops or crop residue. Also credit 

nitrogen for corn after soybean and alfalfa. 

 

Manure is a great nutrient source for nitrogen, phosphorus and micronutrients, so value and use 

manure sources properly. 

 

Use the most efficient phosphorus application methods, such as pop-up or starter to side of the 

seed or strip-till application, and timing methods for nitrogen. Since expected yield is the main 

factor in determining the nitrogen rate for corn, set realistic yield goals. Account for hybrid and 

management improvements by using a proven five-year average corn yield plus 5 percent. 

Consider replicated strip trials to determine the effect of lower or higher yield rates. Adjusting 

fertilizer use for optimal performance should be a continuous process. 

 

Shop around and look at different products to compare the actual cost per pound of nutrients. 

Also, work with a dealer who is trustworthy and can provide quality product, price assurances, 

timely delivery and well-maintained equipment because service after sale is important, too. 

 

Check soiltest.unl.edu for UNL guidelines on fertilizer. 
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