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KEEP CATTLE HAPPY, HEALTHY DURING WINTER 

 

Now that we have had our first cold spell, it sets you thinking about winter. Winter is drawing 

near and cattle will be making their way back to be closer to the headquarters as the cold weather 

moves in. Producers should keep these tips in mind to keep their cattle productive this winter. 

 

The majority of calving in Nebraska is done in the spring, so late fall and early winter is a time 

when producers should look at the body condition of their cows. Most thin cows in late fall are 

the young females in the herd. Producers should pay particular attention to those cows. 

 

Weaning time is here. It's important to reduce the calve stress at weaning time because when they 

are less stressed, they will be much healthier and will perform at a higher level. Keep calves 

healthy during the weaning period and they will do better.  

 

Fence-line weaning is a proven way to reduce stress on the calf. Fence-line weaning means 

training the cows and calves to be separated by setting up an electric fence that separates cows 

and their calves in two adjacent pastures. Have enough fence-line for the calves to stand across 

the fence from their mothers. The cows and calves will most likely stand across from each other 

for the first few days of separation, but they eventually will be comfortable and content apart.  

 

Cattle typically can't graze year round, so they are fed harvested forages. Producers should think 

about sampling those forages and testing them for quality now. A hay probe is available at the 

Extension office for your use. In hay samples, producers should test for primary nutrients: 

moisture, protein and energy (TDN) content. Once the hay quality is known, producers know if 

extra feed or supplements will be needed to go along with the forage in order to meet the cattle's 

nutrient needs. Getting inventory of quality feeds on hand now is best so producers can shop 

around for supplements and have them ready if needed.  

 

Also, producers need to make sure the hay yard is accessible even in snowy times or blizzards. 

Place forages where they can be gotten to easily. The weather last year sticks clearly in our cattle 

producers minds and has made for better plans this year, just in case. 
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