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IT'S TIME TO CONTROL HOPPERS 

 

It's time to be thinking about grasshoppers. They have hatched out for the 2003 growing season 

and are worse in some areas compared to others. While a few species of hoppers winter as adults 

or partially grown nymphs, most species hatched as eggs in early June this year. Young hopper 

nymphs remain for some time in "staging areas" such as pastures, fence rows, roadside ditches, 

and alfalfa before entering planted crop land and nearby lawns and gardens. 

 

It is important to eliminate small grasshoppers in these areas before they become half to full 

grown when they become difficult to control. In pasture areas and along roadsides, carbaryl or 

malathion can be used. Around ornamental plantings and the perimeters of vegetable gardens, one 

can use carbaryl, malathion, diazinon or chlorpyrifos (use remaining product according to label -

some of these insecticides are no longer for sale). 

 

Inside vegetable gardens, permethrin, carbaryl, malathion, diazinon or cyfluthrin can be used to 

reduce the nymphs. In choosing a product for use in a home garden, be sure to check product 

labels for individual garden vegetable species carefully before you buy. Grasshopper control 

efforts made when the nymphs are small will prevent many headaches later on this summer when 

the hoppers are too large to control. 

 

Carbaryl (Sevin) is the only product that is formulated as a bait for grasshopper control. The 

insecticide is impregnated onto wheat bran flakes or into small pellets. This dry formulation can 

be useful in and around the garden, especially if there are not recurring infestations from 

surrounding areas. The bait is easy to apply by hand and can be spread without directly contacting 

the plants, avoiding residues. Bait should be applied to the soil surface or areas of minimal 

surface residue or canopy so the grasshoppers can easily find it. It needs to be re-applied after rain 

or heavy dew as it will not persist under these conditions. 

 

The sources of grasshopper infestations (i.e. surrounding grasslands, ditches and other untilled 

areas) should be treated before the larger adult hoppers move out. Often, homeowners do not own 

the adjacent areas and treatment may not be possible. In this case, the only option is to use 

protective sprays to protect as much of the yard and garden as possible. These insecticides will 

only have a few days of residual activity and repeated applications will be necessary. Later this 

summer, as most grasshoppers are adults, the best control will be obtained by using the maximum 

labeled insecticide rates. Even then, control will not be as good as right now with lower rates. 

 

Leaving border areas unmowed will delay grasshopper movement into the yard and garden. Tall 

grass provides food and shelter for the grasshoppers. A trap crop of attractive plants (e.g. zinnias 

or some other lush flower or vegetation) can be planted around the edge of the garden in the 

spring to attract and hold grasshoppers. Also, these areas can be sprayed to reduce populations. 

 

Read and follow all directions and precautions on the insecticide label. Most products are 

formulated in a liquid or mixable dry formulation and will be registered for use on certain 

vegetables, turf, ornamentals, or non-crop use. The same active ingredient may be found in 



 

numerous different brand name products. For more information, contact the University of 

Nebraska Cooperative Extension office in Saline County at 821-2151 or rpryor1@unl.edu 
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