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IT PAYS TO TEST YOUR FORAGES 

 

The Extension office has a hay sampling probe that producers can borrow that has been busy the 

past two weeks. One Saline County producer with 5th cutting hay tested a relative feed value 

(RFV) of 280. That is one of the highest tests I had seen.  

 

How the hay looks and smells is a big factor, but testing for RFV is probably the most important 

price determinant in hay auctions or when selling hay. RFV is used to compare one forage to 

another on an energy basis. It is derived by taking into account the digestibility (calculated from 

ADF) and the potential intake (calculated from NDF) of a given forage.  For comparison 

purposes, the RFV of mature, full bloom alfalfa was set at 100. The 5th cutting hay that was 280 

RFV would then be 2.8 times better than full bloom alfalfa. If the alfalfa sample would have been 

a forage entry at the World Dairy Expo, it would have done quite well. That’s the Super Bowl, so 

to speak, for alfalfa producers and companies that develop alfalfa varieties.  

 

Many dairymen use the 20-30-40 rule of thumb for evaluating hay. That is, they prefer hay for 

lactating cows that contains 20% CP, 30% ADF, and 40% NDF. Lactating dairy cows need 

rations high in both protein and energy content. The limiting factor in dairy production is often 

getting enough energy into the cow while maintaining an adequate amount of forage for good 

rumen function. High quality forages will have a higher energy concentration (lower ADF) and 

will be consumed in greater quantities (due to lower NDF) than low quality forages. Therefore, 

high quality forages decrease the amount of energy that must be supplied from the grain mix in 

the diet of the dairy cow. 

 

Alfalfa prices down south in Oklahoma and Texas have hit highs that I have never seen before 

due to drought. On your computer you can search for the respective USDA hay report. For 

instance, a December USDA hay report in Texas yielded the following information.  

These forage prices were being reported for North, Central, and East Texas: Delivered alfalfa in 

small squares bales were selling for Premium to Supreme 330.00-395.00 per ton or 10.00-11.00 

per bale if the forage analysis was Premium to Supreme. Premium to Supreme means the alfalfa 

test falls in the category of an ADF of 27, NDF of 34, protein of 20 or higher and RFV of 170 or 

higher.  

 

Good to Premium small squares of alfalfa was selling for 275.00-300.00 per ton or 9.00-10.00 per 

bale. Large round bales FOB, Good to Premium, was selling for 170.00-240.00 per ton or 85.00-

120.00 per bale. Fair to Good quality was 110.00-170.00 per ton or 55.00-85.00 per bale.  

The Texas Department of Agriculture has a Hay and Grazing Hot Line set up for buyers and 

sellers looking for hay or grazing; the number is 1-877-429-1998. The website for the hotline is: 

www.TexasAgriculture.gov/hayhotline. 

 

In Oklahoma, Market News continues to maintain an online hay directory for both in-state and 

out-of-state hay producers. The directories are on the homepage at www.oda.state.ok.us. 

Producers wishing to list hay are encouraged to call at 1-800-580-6543 or e-mail  

 



 

jack.carson@ag.ok.gov. 
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