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WHAT NEXT ON FLOODED FIELDS? 

 

 

   We are experiencing an event that has created some real challenges for area farmers not only in 

spraying weeds on time but to get a crop planted.   

   Acres that haven't been planted by the final planting date can be handled in one of the following 

ways with federal crop insurance.  We are now in the late planting period for soybeans and 

sorghum.  The late planting period for soybeans and grain sorghum is 25 days after the final 

planting dates of June 10 soybeans and June 15 sorghum.  The production crop insurance 

guarantee is reduced 1 percent per day for each day planting is delayed after the final planting 

date.  

   A producer has the following options with Federal Crop Insurance.   

1. Plant the insured crop after the late planting period has ended if you have been prevented 

from planting during the late planting period and insurance coverage will be provided. The 

insurance guarantee will be 60% of the original production guarantee. Flooded soil can 

dramatically affect crop production. Long periods of soil saturation less oxygen in the soil 

can decrease the nitrogen-fixing, rhizobial bacterial populations inherent in the soil. 

Rhizobia need oxygen to survive and grow and soil flooding limits the available oxygen.  

Make sure and inoculate your soybeans well if given the chance to plant or replant 

soybeans.    

2. Acreage that was prevented from being planted due to an insured cause of loss can be left 

idle and receive a full prevented planting payment, also equal to 60% of the original 

production guarantee. To qualify for a prevented planting payment, the unplanted acreage 

must be at least 20 acres or 20% of the crop acreage in the insured unit, whichever is less. 

3. Plant a cover crop during or after the end of the late planting period and receive a full 

prevented planting payment as long as it is not hayed or grazed before November 1.   The 

cover crop cannot be harvested for grain or seed at any time. 

4. Plant another crop (second crop) after the late planting period (if also prevented from 

planting through the late planting period), and receive a prevented planting payment equal 

to 35% of the prevented planting guarantee. 

   It’s important to communicate with your crop insurance agent about these options and for 

additional details.   

   Crop producers with flooded bottom ground that do not get soybeans planted in a timely 

manner have options when they have cattle integrated into the operation.  One might consider 

the full prevented planting payment and plant a bushel of oats with 2 to 4 lbs. of brassicas that 

include turnips and/or oilseed radish the end of July or first part of August.  After November 1 

through February, this often provides high quality, high yielding grazing which could be in 

the 2 ton per acre range.  More information can be found at: http://ow.ly/OxgCM or 

http://ow.ly/Oxh3S if you have never tried this strategy before.   
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   Emergency Conservation Funds Signup - Saline, Jefferson, Thayer and Lancaster 

Counties:  The USDA Farm Service Agency announced a signup period until August 3, 2015 

for farm field flood repairs with a 75% cost share program for repairs beyond $1,000.  An 

owner, landlord, tenant or sharecropper must have an interest in the farm to be eligible.   

Ineligible damage for cost share includes pivot damage, woodland damage and damage to 

access roads to fields. Eligible damages include debris removal in fields, damaged fences by 

flooding, damaged waterways, terraces and sediment basins.  For more information, contact the 

Farm Service Agency in Saline County at 402-821-3292.    
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