
 

May 22, 2015 

 

WEATHER DELAYS ABOUND 

 

   There is no question the records keep on accumulating.  At Friend, May 1 to May 19, the total 

precipitation is 6.69 inches, Crete is 12.07 inches and Western is 10.62 inches, as reported by the 

National Weather Service observers.  I personally have measured over 12 inches in a weather 

service rain gage at my house in Wilber.   

   Corn to replant in the scoured out areas because nodal roots are exposed or the corn and soil is 

gone, a good share of our bean crop needs to be planted yet, spraying for weeds and there is one 

big alfalfa cutting out there if given a chance to cut it.  

   If rain delays from cutting alfalfa, even if it is not blooming heavily, you might be surprised to 

find that it already has started to grow your next cutting.  When you do get a chance to harvest the 

alfalfa, walk into your alfalfa field before cutting and look closely at the base or crown of the 

plants.  Do you see short, new shoots starting to grow?  If so, these new shoots are the new plants 

that your alfalfa hopes to turn into your second cutting. 

   Are many of the new shoots a couple inches taller than your usual cutting height?  If you cut 

these new shoots off – along with the first growth – your alfalfa plants will have to start a whole 

new set of shoots for regrowth.  This could cause a delay in second cutting regrowth by as much 

as one week and hurt second cutting yield. 

   All you need to do is raise your cutting height just a couple inches so that you avoid clipping off 

most of these new, second growth shoots.  Your regrowth then will have a head start towards next 

cutting.  And since the stubble you leave behind has quite low feed value anyway, the yield you 

temporarily sacrifice is mostly just filler.   

   Our forage specialist, Bruce Anderson, normally suggests cutting alfalfa as short as possible 

because that maximizes yield and it doesn’t affect rate of regrowth.  But a late cutting that already 

has new shoots growing is different.   Don’t blindly start cutting alfalfa when harvest is 

delayed.  First look for new shoots, then raise cutting height if needed. 

   About 20 to 30 percent of the wheat crop in the area didn’t come out of the winter very well.  

But what was kept by area farmers generally looks really good.  Unfortunately the wet cool 

weather has brought on stripe rust.  Stripe rust can be devastating to yield.  Furthermore, if it is 

wet during heading in the flower stage, wetness can lead to Fusarium Head Scab.   

Dr. Stephen Wegulo, our extension plant pathologist at UNL, is seeing total leaf loss on 

susceptible varieties at Mead.  He suspects the stripe rust outbreak may be similar to or worse 

than in 2010 and that is not good news.  He offered two suggestions when spraying a fungicide 

now on wheat. 

 

1. Generic Folicur (such as Orius) is rated “Excellent for Stripe Rust Control” and can be 3- 

4 times cheaper (or more)  than name brand alternatives. 

 

2. If you have not sprayed for stripe rust and the wheat field has headed, Caramba and 

Prosaro fungicides are rated “Excellent for Stripe Rust Control” AND are labeled for 

some control of wheat scab (Fusarium Head Blight).   

 

 
 



 

   It’s rare to get two-fers in agriculture but with Option 2 it is possible with our current set of 

conditions where wheat fields have headed.  The two-fer is not equal as we would expect 

excellent stripe rust control on the flag leaves from fungicide application of Caramba or Prosaro 

but only moderate control of Fusarium Head Blight or Scab.  Wheat varieties vary greatly in their 

inherent resistance to scab.  More information can be found at cropwatch.unl.edu/wheat/disease or 

a 2012 article on the above products mentioned at http://bit.ly/1EYNodr  

 

 

 

Randy Pryor, Extension Educator 

University of Nebraska-Lincoln Extension in Saline County · 306 West 3
rd

 Street, Wilber, NE  

68465 

Phone (402) 821-2151 · Fax (402) 821-3398 · e-mail: randy.pryor@unl.edu 

 

 

http://bit.ly/1EYNodr
mailto:randy.pryor@unl.edu

