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2011 WEATHER AND FORAGE NEEDS 

 

Al Dutcher at UNL says it appears the La Nina event continues to decay, with neutral conditions 

by early summer. So what’s that mean? Thus, even though sea surfaces are returning to a normal 

range, there will be an atmospheric lag, which could take us into mid- summer. Current thinking 

is a drier pattern for the southern half of Nebraska for April, but it is not a strong signal.  

 

With normal precipitation in April, our dryland soil profile is still at a deficit. Long-term (August-

October) climatologists have painted a wetter pattern which could bode well for our beans and 

sorghum in the southern tier counties. If dryness persists south of us, then odds favor above 

normal temperatures (particularly highs) during the first half of the summer. After that, if the 

monsoon moisture forecast verifies, normal temperatures would be likely. It’s always hard to plan 

for forage needs in livestock operations because of weather risk.  

 

With alfalfa you may have an old stand you were going to kill, but now want the extra feed. There 

are two options. One approach would be to sow 30-40 pounds per acre of oats into the thin older 

alfalfa stand ASAP. This will add tonnage to the alfalfa in the first cutting. You would then have 

the choice of keeping the alfalfa with annual grass control, or converting to another crop.  

Sowing a new field of alfalfa should be done from April 1 to April 20. With Roundup Ready® 

alfalfa now on the market, that is a choice to be considered versus a blend or pure line hybrid. We 

have a good selection of herbicides which can control annual grasses in spring seeded stands. For 

more information on weed control go to weedscience.unl.edu, select EC (Extension Circular), 

select Guide for Weed Management in Nebraska, scroll down on left to alfalfa or pick up our 

2011 Herbicide Guide at the Extension office.  

 

There are always good options for summer forages. The three that come to mind are oats, 

sorghum-sudan hybrids, and pearl millet. Now we suggest using the brown midrib types of 

sorghum-sudan crosses. Brown midrib types might have slightly less yield, but this is instantly 

made up in the improved digestibility. This would be true for both grazing and hay options.  

Oats should be sown ASAP at 2 bushels per acre. Cutting time for oats would be just before or 

within five days after heading. If fields aren't available until after April 15, then switch to other 

options. You could use these fields for other summer forages, go to wheat in the fall, sow alfalfa, 

plant some late season soybeans, or use a field needing conservation work or manure applications. 

 

Sorghum-sudan brown midrib hybrids (BMR) should be seeded in May for a summer crop. This 

could also be used after wheat is harvested for a fall harvest. Seeding rate would be 20-25 pounds 

per acre for drilled and 5 pounds less in 30 inch rows. Plant them at 1 to 1.5 inches depth. Cut 

when plants are 36-48 inches in height and leave a 6-8 inch stubble if regrowth is desired. 

Hybrid pearl millet should be sown from May 10th to June 10th, or after wheat harvest. Drilled 

seeding rate would be 15-20 pounds per acre and 5 pounds per acre less for 30 inch rows. Plant at 

1 to 1.5 inches deep. Cut when plants are above 15 inches and leave a 4-6 inch stubble if regrowth 

is desired. 

 



 

For all three of these selections use 60 pounds of nitrogen per acre if folks like Al Dutcher are 

wrong and we have good moisture outlook. For the sorghum-sudan crosses or pearl millet, put 

another 30-40 pounds of nitrogen after taking the first cutting if moisture is plentiful and less or 

none in dry seasons. This will keep the possibility of nitrate accumulation at a minimum. 
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