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WHEN CORN BECOMES A WEED 

 

 

   Storm damage has created challenges this harvest in certain fields in Wilber, DeWitt and 

Clatonia and other areas in Southeast and South Central Nebraska.  Farmers will need to be 

aggressive in getting these fields harvested so stalks don’t deteriorate further and ear molds are 

held to minimum to minimize field losses.  Our recommendations on adjustments that can be 

made when harvesting downed corn are on the front page of our website at saline.unl.edu.  The 

website also was recently given a new facelift.  

   It’s getting more complicated when corn becomes a volunteer weed.  Most corn hybrids contain 

at least one herbicide resistant trait, if not more. For example, there is the Roundup Ready (RR) 

hybrid trait and likewise, glufosinate (i.e. Liberty).  When making plans to control volunteer corn 

next year in a storm damaged field, producers could have a stack of both resistance traits and 

must plan accordingly. 

   The bottom line is to keep these fields in no-till and rotate to soybeans.  No-till fields show a 

lesser volunteer population due to disease, insect, and animal activity plus other advantages, 

especially on dryland fields.  There are more options for control of volunteer corn in soybean than 

corn, so highly consider rotating those storm damaged fields to soybeans next year.  In soybean, 

control volunteer corn before the V4 to V5 stage with the appropriate (ACCase) inhibiting 

herbicide. This will minimize yield losses from competition as well as manage corn root worms.   

   Manage these fields carefully because research from the University of Nebraska reported results 

where volunteer corn populations of 3,500 and 7,000 plants per acre reduced soybean yield 10% 

and 27%, respectively. Clumps are worse.    

   If you do not graze the field, allow a neighbor to graze it to eliminate volunteer corn.  It will 

benefit you both.  However, if there is too much grain down, it may have to be strip grazed.   

Estimating the amount of corn left in a field helps you determine a grazing strategy. An 8-inch ear 

of corn contains about 0.50 pound of corn grain, therefore 112, 8-inch ears would equal 1 bushel 

(1 bushel = 56 pounds).  

   By counting the number of ears, the amount of corn can be estimated. If corn is planted in 30 

inch rows, count the number of ears in three different 100 foot furrow strips and divide by two to 

give an approximate number of bushels per acre. Small ears and broken ears should be counted as 

half ears, while very large ears could be counted as an ear and a half.  

   According to Rick Rasby at UNL, any amount of corn harvest loss beyond 8-10 bushels per 

acre will require a well-planned grazing strategy on how cows learn how to find corn, so cow 

grain intake increases gradually.  Another strategy would be to use yearlings instead of cows.  

   In corn fields that have excess ear-drop, hungry cattle may consume high amounts of grain in a 

short period of time, resulting in digestive upsets and even founder. It may be beneficial to fill 

cows up with forage before allowing them access to the stalks. This will limit their corn intake 

and may help reduce founder or acidosis. 

 

 

 

 



 

   Research at Mead, NE has shown that on average, yield of the following soybean crop was 

increased by about 2 bu/ac with fall-winter grazing, and 1.3 bu/ac with spring grazing, compared 

with no grazing of corn stalks.  Grazing corn stalks is of major importance to Nebraska’s beef 

cattle industry and can be compatible with no-till crop production if well managed. 
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