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CHECK FOR SCN 

 
   $45 million dollars, that’s how much Nebraska soybean farmers lost to soybean cyst nematodes (SCN) 

last year. The good news is those losses will be less in 2014, the bad news is that’s because the price of 

soybeans is lower and not because SCN is any less common.  

   SCN is a microscopic roundworm that attacks the roots of soybeans and can have a devastating effect on 

yields. If you took the yield losses of all other soybean diseases in Nebraska, the total would be much less 

than the losses caused by SCN. 

   What makes SCN such a problem is yields can be reduced 20 to 30 percent with no visual signs on the 

plant. Plants attacked by SCN can appear normal and healthy, but suffer significant yield losses. In fact, 

the first indication of an SCN infestation is often soybean yields that seem to hit a plateau or even start 

decreasing, while corn yields in the field continue to increase. 

   If SCN caused holes in the leaves, lesions, distorted growth or some other plant abnormality, it would 

be a lot easier to convince people to check for it. But because it is microscopic most of its life and doesn’t 

have distinct signs on the plant, it often goes undetected. 

   Thanks to generous support from the Nebraska Soybean Board to the UNL Plant Pathology Laboratory, 

they are able to offer soybean cyst nematode (SCN) sampling to Nebraska farmers as in the past.  I have 

sample bags at the Extension Office in Wilber that I can get to you either in person or by mail.  The price 

is right, testing is at no cost to the person submitting the samples, essentially check-off dollars at work for 

you a $25 dollar value per sample.    

   Agronomists for seed companies or agribusiness can also participate, versus individual farmer samples.   

If this pertains, and you wish to do a larger number of fields, contact Loren Giesler at 402.472.2559 or 

lgiesler1@unl.edu to work out a pricing structure.   

   Unlike other nematodes, we can sample for SCN all 12 months of the year, but after harvest is probably 

the best time.  Since 2005, UNL has received 5,500 soil samples for SCN and about 30% of them come 

back positive. Each year we will get farmers who had no idea they had SCN in their fields that submit 

samples and are surprised that they have SCN, sometimes at very high counts and that is getting into 

pockets.   

   John Wilson, Extension Educator in Burt County, has focused his efforts on SCN and he reports last 

year of a farmer who knew his soybean yields weren’t what he thought they should be, but didn’t know he 

had SCN in the field. When he submitted a sample, it came back having over 46,000 eggs in 100 cc’s of 

soil. Just for reference, 100 cc’s of soil will fill a pop can about 1/3 full!  

   SCN has been identified in 56 counties that produce over 90% of Nebraska’s soybeans. But it is very 

site specific. One field can have extremely high SCN counts and the field right across the road may have 

none. The only way to know is to take a soil sample.  

   I like the two sample bag approach.  If you noticed a problem area on the combine yield monitor and 

corn yields are always good there, but bean yields not as good, sample that area and compare it to a better 

area in the field.  If it comes up as SCN positive there are definitely steps you can take by soybean variety 

selection.  I call SCN the hidden robber of soybean yields because it can take 6-8 bushels off the top 

without you noticing leaf symptoms.   
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   Field entryways, along fence lines, waterway or water course areas, flooded areas, low lying areas can 

all be suspect.  If there is a problem spot area and there is not an issue with a soil type change, or nutrient 

issue or compaction problem, check for SCN.   

   Sampling is random in the problem areas, zero to six or zero to eight inches deep directly in the root 

zone using a standard soil probe in 15 to 25 spots.  From that soil, mix it and place a portion of it in the 

sample bags.  I will even save you postage and collect the sample bags and deliver to Lincoln when I have 

a meeting on campus this fall or by January 1.   

   Don’t contribute to the losses Nebraska soybean farmers experience from SCN. Sample your fields for 

SCN as the answer is in the bag.   
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