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      January 2, 2009 
 

 
JANUARY WIND FARM MEETINGS TO DESCRIBE WINDFALL TO LANDOWNERS 
 
   The Saline County Wind Association announced plans for several important informational 

meetings to be held at Saline Center in January.   Local landowners and interested parties are 

encouraged to participate to learn about the different approaches of wind developers interested in 

Saline County. 

   Interim Wind Association Chairman Dave Vavra said, “We’ve been approached by several 

wind farm developers.  Wind farm leases can run from 25 to 60 years in length. With proposed 

plans calling for an investment by developers ranging from $160 million to one billion dollars, 

and land lease payments to landowners from $3,500 to nearly $14,000 a year, landowners in 

Saline County need the opportunity to hear the presentations.”  

   All January Wind Association public meetings will be held at Saline Center.  The Saline 

Center Lodge is located along Highway 15, nine miles south from the Highway 15 & 6 

intersection between Dorchester and Friend.  The first public presentation is private wind 

developer RES-Americas on Monday, January 12th at 7:00 p.m.  On Thursday, January 15th at 

7:00 p.m., landowners will review Wind Association By-Laws and select permanent township 

representatives to serve for two year terms.  On Saturday, January 17th at 1:30 p.m., landowners 

will meet representatives of Windrow Energies.  Monday, January 19th at 7:00 p.m., NPPD will 

address their development ideas and Thursday, January 22nd at 7:00 p.m., Infinity Wind will 

present.     

   Senator Russ Karpisek, Wilber, explained, “This is a very exciting time for the county and 

wind energy.  I have seen other people trying to get involved in wind energy, but without a 

united voice they are struggling. The Wind Association have things going in a positive direction 

and does need members, so they can acquire competent legal counsel. I feel this is very crucial 

because this whole industry is very complicated, and the contracts vary greatly between each 

proposed company.” If anyone has any questions, please feel free to contact my office in Lincoln 

at (402) 471-2711 or email rkarpisek@leg.ne.gov. 



   Willis Luedke, Chairman of the Saline County Board of Commissioners, also supports 

developing wind energy in the county. “Research has shown that Saline County has an excellent 

wind resource.” Economic benefits to Saline County will be realized by additional employment, 

expanded sales of construction materials, food and lodging, improvement of roads serving the 

project(s), property and sales taxes paid by the wind developer, land easements payments to the 

landowners, and providing a clean renewable source of energy.”  County Commissioner Marvin 

Kohout, commented, “With Saline County’s total assessed value of $1.1 billion, the investment 

amounts being talked about could nearly double the county’s valuation.” 

   Saline County Wind Association Treasurer Doug Horak said, “Landowner’s interest in the 

targeted area has been good. With a goal of nearly 60,000 acres, over 27,000 acres have been 

signed up in support of the project. It is still surprising how many landowners haven’t heard 

about the project, or have heard incomplete or inaccurate information. These informational 

meetings are important for landowners to attend to help clear the air.” 

   “To be sure, this isn’t a done deal,” reports Vavra. “Board members have been doing 

considerable research, attending wind conferences, other informational meetings, and have 

visited a couple of wind facilities that are in operation to see what impact this could have on the 

area. The landscape is changing daily and we feel if we do our “due diligence” now, there will be 

fewer issues to deal with later.” 

   Chairman Dave Vavra encourages folks to contact any of the Association’s Board members for 

further information. While the meetings are open to all interested parties, the main targeted 

audience is the landowners in six Saline County Townships represented by the following Board 

members:  Atlanta: Dave Vavra - 308-380-7225; Turkey Creek: Vice-Chairman Darrel Hayek - 

402-947-8601 or Adolph Zumpfe - 402-947-8421; Brush Creek: Doris Broz – 402-821-2547; 

Pleasant Hill: Nicky Zalesky - 402-826-0376; North Fork: Doug Horak - 402-821-2036 or Kevin 

Krivohlavek - 402-821-2673; Monroe: Darel Petersen - 402-576-3736 or Chris Krivohlavek - 

402-946-7191; Member at Large: Dave Rezabek - 402-946-6631. 

   The Wind Association will mail a flyer to all the landowners in the targeted area with details 

on the commercial wind farm meetings.  The flyer will also be posted on the Association website 

at:  www.saline.unl.edu/newsitems/salinecountywindturbinedevelopment. 


