
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

Nebraska Extension – Platte County 
2715 13th Street, Columbus NE  68601-4916 

Phone: 402-563-4901 
Website: http://platte.unl.edu 

Like Us on Facebook: Nebraska Extension – Platte County 
 

4-H Family Newsletter - February 2023 

Month Events/Deadlines 
 
February 4 
   County Fair Market Cattle  
   Weigh-In 10:00 am – Noon 
   @ Columbus Sale Barn 
February 5 
   Jr. Leaders Mtg 2:00 pm @ 
   Extension Office 
February 6 
   Growing Clover Club Mtg 
   6 pm @ Extension Office 
February 13 
   Recruitment & Family Night 
   @ Runza 5-7:30 pm 
February 19 
   Kick-Off Party 1-4 pm @ 
   Ag Park Club Room 
February 20 
   Presidents Day – Office  
   Closed 
March 1 
   Communication Event  
   Registration Deadline 
March 6 
   Growing Clovers Club Mtg 
   6 pm @ Extension Office 
March 21 
   Rural Recognition Banquet 
   6 pm @ American Legion 
March 26 
   Communication Event 4 pm 
   @ CCC 
 
    
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Staff 
  Sheila Hoppe     Kelly Feehan 
  Kimberly Johnson   Beth Jones 
  Allissa Turnwall     Sandra Swanson 
 

Office Hours: 
Monday – Friday 

8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
 

FEBRUARY 4-H MONTH – SOCIAL MEDIA CONTEST  
This year for 4-H month we are hosting a SOCIAL MEDIA 

CONTEST  
Here's how it works: 

You earn points by interacting with our 4-H month social media posts 
every Tuesday/Thursday through the month of February. 
The more you do - the more you earn! 
**Parents please help youth participate - as not all youth use Facebook** 

**POINT SYSTEM BREAKDOWN** 
Comment = 1 Point 
Share = 1 point 
Photo Comment = 2 Points 
Video Comment = 3 Points  

Prizes include: PREMIER Parking at County Fair, Gift Cards to the 
pop stand at County Fair, the newly opened Tropical Smoothie, the 
Broken Mug, and Subway!  
 
 4-H KICK OFF – AG PARK CLUB ROOM @ 1:00 pm 
 Come celebrate a new 4-H year with us on Sunday, February 19th! 
We are winding up with minute – to – win – it games and winding down 
with snacks and a movie! Bring a blanket/pillow/sleeping bag to relax 
with while you watch the movie! The cost is $5 per person and pre-
registration is required!  

A flyer is attached in this newsletter! See you there! ����  
Have ideas for next year’s Kick Off party – please email 

kjohnson36@unl.edu 

TIME TO ENROLL IN 4-H 
4-H Members, Volunteers/Leaders and Council Members must re-

enroll every year! Cost is $5.00 per 4-H’er. No cost to leaders, volunteers, 
or Council members.  

The enrollment website is https://v2.4honline.com or you can go 
to our county website at http://platte.unl.edu for enrolling or re-enrolling 
instructions to the 4-H Online enrollment website. Google Chrome and 
Firefox are the recommended web browsers to use when enrolling online. 

If you have enrolled in 4-H in the past, no need to set up a 
new account.   

Any questions, please contact Sandra at the Extension Office at 
402-563-4901 or send an email to sswanson5@unl.edu.  
 

 

Nebraska Extension is a Division of the Institute of Agriculture and Natural Resources at the University of 
Nebraska-Lincoln cooperating with the Counties and United States Department of Agriculture. 
 
Nebraska Extension educational programs abide with the nondiscrimination policies of the University of Nebraska-
Lincoln and the United States Department of Agriculture. 

http://platte.unl.edu/
mailto:kjohnson36@unl.edu
https://v2.4honline.com/
http://platte.unl.edu/
mailto:sswanson5@unl.edu


 
 

4-H RECRUITMENT & FAMILY NIGHT AT 
RUNZA  
 Come join us for supper or an ice cream treat 
at Runza in Columbus on Monday, February 13 from 
5:00 – 7:30 pm.  

If you know of a friend or family interested in 
joining 4-H, have them stop by Runza where 4-H staff 
will be present to answer questions and hand out 4-H 
packets.  

COMMUNICATION EVENT 
 Previously known as the Speech, PSA & 
Presentation Contest has a new name with a new 
contest added for 2023. 
 The Communication Event will include Speech, 
PSA, Presentation, and now a Video Communication 
contest. This event is scheduled for Sunday, March 26 
at 4:00 pm at the West Education Center at Central 
Community College, Columbus.  
 The new Video Communication Contest is 
where 4-H youth may use a phone, laptop, or tablet 
to create a 60-90 second multi-media piece around a 
theme. County contest winners will have the 
opportunity to showcase their video at the State 4-H 
“Premier Communication Event” in June.  
 For more information and how to register for 
any of these contests, see enclosed flyer with this 
newsletter.  

 

2023 SPECIAL GARDEN PROJECT –  
MRS. BURNS’ LEMON BASIL 

The Special Garden Project (SPG) is a way for 
4-H’ers to grow unusual and fun projects in their 
gardens. This year the SPG is focused on Mrs. Burns’ 
Lemon Basil. This herb can be used in multiple ways. 
Lemon basil has a unique lemon flavor that can be 
added to any recipe or to cut flower arrangements to 
add scent and interest. 

Enroll for the SPG through 4-H Online and  
try something new this year!! Flyer enclosed with this 
newsletter.  

 

4-H PROJECT vs. FAIR EXHIBIT 
 A project is centered around a topic of 
interest to 4-H members. Members can choose one or 
more topics to learn about. There is a whole range of 
projects for 4-H’ers, everything from animals to 
gardening, to safety and more! A project should 
include a series of learning experiences related to that 
topic. When you enroll in 4HOnline, you sign up for 
projects. 
 An exhibit is the specific item or animal 4-
H’ers bring to the fair. There is a separate online 
registration process for the Platte County Fair with a 
deadline in June. More information will be made 
available in a future newsletter.  

Office Closed – Monday, February 20 
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A Focus on Positive Youth Development in 4-H  

-Mastery- 
As stated in last month’s article, Nebraska 4-H adheres to a PYD framework that focuses on 

providing four essential elements: Belonging, Independence, Generosity, and Mastery. These can 
be achieved by developing our youth through contributions from family, school, and community. 
For example, the Mastery component of the model involves youth are given the opportunity to 
be actively engaged in different learning environments and are challenged to pursue their own 
learning. This article will continue to discuss how we as adults can impact our youth through 
these 4 Essential Elements of PYD. 

Mastery:  Opportunity for Mastery & Engagement in Learning  
• Opportunity for mastery is the building of knowledge, skills, and attitudes and the 

demonstration of competent use of this knowledge and skill by a proficient practitioner. 
The level of mastery is dependent on the developmental ability of the individual youth. 
The development of mastery is a process over time. 

• Engagement in learning is an engaged youth who is mindful of the subject area, building 
relationships and connections in order to develop understanding. Through self-reflection, 
youth have the ability to self-correct and learn from experience. Then engaged learner 
has a higher degree of self-motivation and an inexhaustible capacity for creativity.  

There are many simple things parents can do to provide and support these elements to their 
children while at home as well. 

• Adults listen, observe, and interact with their youth to discover their passions and/or 
what they want to excel in and assist with opportunities for mastery in those areas. 

• Expose youth to multiple skills, events, and learning opportunities to gain a breadth of 
what is possible. Build in opportunities for youth to sharpen or advance their skills 
and practices beyond the basics. 

• Help youth research areas of interest related to their projects in order to present it 
back to others. 

• Provide different methods for learning to take place including experiential learning 
and scientific inquiry. Use varying forms of media in presenting or seeking 
information and communicating with youth 

Using essential elements in activities and at home is important to positive youth 
development in several ways. By giving youth opportunities to get involved and develop to their 
full potential, it develops a framework that highlights the things youth need to become 
successful. 
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4-H Kick Off Party! 
Sunday, February 19, 2023 

Ag Park Club Room  
1:30 – 4:00  

 
 
Wind up and Wind down with us on February 19th! Starting at 1:30 we will wind up with 
a variety of minute-it-to-win-it games! To wind down we will watch a movie (with 
snacks of course!) at 2:30! Bring blankets (or sleeping bag!) and pillows to get comfy 
during the movie!  
 
Our kickoff party is for all 4-H members and their families!  
 
$5.00 per person – Payment required with registration  

 

 

4-H Party Registration Form  
 

Deadline: Wednesday, February 15th, 2023 
 

4-Her’s Name(s): _________________________________________________ 
 
Family Members Name: ______________________________________________ 
(Non-4-H member) 
 
Parents Name: __________________________________________________ 
 
Phone Number: __________________________________________ 
 
Total number of Adults ________ x $5.00 
Total number of Youth _________ x $5.00 
 
         Total = $_________ 
 
*Please make checks payable to Platte County 4-H Council  
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This project is open to all youth of 4-H age. The Special Gardening Project lets 4-H members try their hand at 
growing different vegetables and flowers.  The project allows experienced 4-H gardeners to grow something fun, 
new, or different while letting those new to gardening get their feet wet in this project area.   
 
4-H’ers enrolled in the Special Garden Project will: 

* Receive a ‘packet’ of Mrs. Burn’s Lemon Basil seed (one packet per family) in late April/early May 
* Receive a newsletter about: 

• Planting & growing basil and about their problems & insects 
• Harvesting & using basil – an herb that can be used for flavoring or as a cut flower for scent  

* Be able to enter this unique herb or related exhibits at County Fair (Classes G-775-1 to G-775-2) 
 * Complete an evaluation at: https://ssp.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_eyBXAbWrI9MzwXA  

  
  

 
 

 
 

 

2023 Special Garden Project Mrs. Burn’s Lemon Basil 
 

* Grow an unusual or different herb 

* Learn about growing Basil 
* Enter an exhibit at County Fair 

$3.00 per Family - Enroll on-line in Special Garden 
Project by May 1st. Clip and return form below with 
money by April 10th to receive seeds. 

 2023 Special Garden Project Fee 
I have enrolled in this project on-line and I am enclosing my $3.00 fee with this form to cover the cost of seed 

and mailing of seed/newsletter.  
 

Make check payable to: University of Nebraska-Lincoln 
Mail form and payment to Nebraska Extension – Platte County, Attn: SGP, 2715 13th Street, Columbus NE  68601 

 
NAME: ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
ADDRESS: ______________________________________________________________ E-MAIL: ______________________________________ 

https://ssp.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_eyBXAbWrI9MzwXA


Spring Rabbit Show

For more information, contact Kate at 402-441-7180 or kpulec3@unl.edu

Saturday, March 18, 9 a.m.

Sponsored by Lancaster County 4-H Rabbit VIPS Committee and Nebraska Extension in Lancaster County.

Rabbit Classes
Fancy Rabbits  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Juniors—under 6 months
  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Seniors—6 months and over
Commercial Rabbits   .  .  .  .  .  . Juniors—under 6 months
  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Intermediate—6-8 months
  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Seniors—9 months and over
Pet Class*  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Junior exhibitors—ages 8-12
  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Senior exhibitors—ages 13-19
*This class is for crossbred rabbits and rabbits which have disqualifications for their breed.

For Clover Kids Ages 5-7
Each participant will receive a participation award . No registration fee .

Clover Kid Class  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Any breed/any age rabbit to be  
shown by youth ages 5-7

AWARDS WILL 
BE GIVEN! 

Best of Breed awards will be 
given to each breed that has  

2 or more exhibitors and  
3 or more entries .

Registration Fees  
$3 .00  Per rabbit or cavy
$1 .00 Fur class
$2 .00 Showmanship

All rabbits must have a permanent legible tattoo in the left ear (tattooing available at the show  
7:30–8:30 a .m . — $1 per rabbit) . All rabbits must be in carriers with leak-proof bottoms .

Please bring an item for raffle such as crafts, rabbit items, plants, spring items, 
books, etc. No homemade food items.

OPEN TO ALL 
YOUTH 8–18

as of Jan. 1, 2023

Lancaster Event Center Fairgrounds – Exhibit Hall
84th & Havelock, Lincoln

Registration 7:30–8:30 a.m.

Opportunity  

to learn and 

practice your 

showmanship!

Great opportunity for 
youth to learn from 

other 4-H’ers where to 
purchase a show-quality 
rabbit for a 4-H project!

Extension is a Division of the Institute of Agriculture and Natural Resources at the University of Nebraska–Lincoln 
cooperating with the Counties and the United States Department of Agriculture. 

The 4-H Youth Development program abides with the nondiscrimination policies of the  
University of Nebraska–Lincoln and the United States Department of Agriculture.

in 2023 - ask Kate about adding Clover Kids Opportunity 
(ages 5–7)

*New this  year: the knowledge contests are open  to adults for a  minimal fee!

FREE  
CONTESTS!
Rabbit Quiz &

Breed ID!*

RAFFLE FOR 
MANY PRIZES!  

Tickets 3 for $1  
or 20 for $5



4-H Council Meeting 
January 23, 2023 at 7:30 p.m. 
Platte County Extension Office  
 
Cory Osten called the meeting to order.  Staff and Council Members in attendance were:  Travis 
Dicke, Adyson Groteluschen, Sheila Hoppe, Kimberly Johnson, Brigen Kinnison, Crystal Klug, 
Eli Kreikemeier, Julie Kreikemeier, Jenny Meyer, Cory Osten, Angie Reardon, Shelley 
Reichmuth, Gina Renner, Lindy Schmidt, Stephanie Schmidt, Sandi Seckel, Amber Spawn, 
Kristy Spawn, and Kim Went. 4-H staff in attendance Kimberly Johnson, Allissa Turnwall and 
Sheila Hoppe. A motion was made, seconded, and carried to approve the minutes of the last 
meeting.  There was no correspondence to share.  Kim Went shared the Treasurer’s report.  
The current balance is $31,042.04.  The Amazon Smiles program will be ending soon, so any 
income from that program will cease. There was no report for the 4-H Revolving Account. 
 
Committee Reports:  

● Executive Committee – This year’s budget will be similar to the 2022 budget; however, a 
15% floating increase will be added to accommodate inflation and deficits from last year. 

● Extension Board Liaison Report – New Extension Office staff member, Allissa Turnwall, 
was introduced. The committee is asking the Platte County Supervisors to pay for a 
summer intern. 

● Beef Efficiency – Weigh-in is Feb. 4 at the Columbus Sales Pavilion from 10 am-12 pm; 
looking for volunteers with livestock experience to help; herds of 10 or less head report 
from 10:00-10:45; larger herds come afterward; have EID tags done prior to coming to 
the Sales Pavilion; DNA will be pulled that day for animals coming to the Platte County 
Fair 

● Livestock Sale – no report 
● Recognition – no report 
● Scholarship & Awards – Four applicants applied; all four will receive a $250 scholarship. 
● Pop & Food Stand – no report 
● Promotions – Monday, Feb. 13 is Runza recruitment night from 5-8 pm.  A portion of the 

proceeds will go to 4-H.  Sunday, Feb. 19 is the 4H kickoff party at Ag Park from 1:30-4 
pm. Activities include Minute-To-Win-It games and a movie.  

● Jr. Leaders – There was a great turnout for the first meeting on Jan. 5. Youth played 
icebreaker games, elected officers, and made posters to hang in schools during 4-H 
month (February). 

 
Other: 

● Staff Reports - Staff is starting to prepare for the county fair and is currently reaching out 
to judges, superintendents, etc.  Allissa Turnwall shared that a social media event is 
planned for 4-H month including fun games and posts. School enrichment programs are 
in full swing. The staff is prepping for DNA day. On Feb. 14, the Platte County Board of 
Supervisors will sign a proclamation for 4-H month. 

 
 



Unfinished Business:  
● Council members’ photos, email & phone # were collected for the Platte County 4-H 

website. 
● Any recommendations on key relationships to help the 4-H program are appreciated.  

Council members are asked to fill out and return the form soon.  Ex. include names of 
people/businesses with connections to 4-H or Columbus for donations or support. 

● Sheep/goat/swine scale - The scale is purchased and will be picked up at the end of 
January. The scale head will be kept at the Extension Office. The scale will be stored at 
Ag Park. Bank of the Valley donated the scale. A donor plaque & Property of… plaque 
will be made and mounted. 

● Ag Park & County Fair update - Extension staff toured Ag Park in December to assess 
the needs for the fair.  A list of needs will be taken to the Ag Park Society.  Some 
requests include:  proper lighting, AC (not fans), fix water leakage concerns, improve 
restrooms, signage indicating the location of 4-H exhibits/events, more security, move 
the beer garden away from the exhibit area, etc. The staff measured for booth pipes and 
curtains. The stage and seating will be set up under the grandstands also. The casino 
will be open during the fair. 

 
New Business:  

● 4-H Club Leader Training - Was held tonight; great turnout. 
● State Horse Show & Platte County Fair Release Time - The State Horse Show is July 

15-19, so the horses do not need to be released from the Platte County Fair early this 
year. For the county fair, horses need to be in their stalls by 10 am Friday morning and 
will be released at 5 pm on Sunday. A motion was made, seconded, and carried to 
release the horses at the same time as the other livestock animals for the 2023 county 
fair. 

● Volunteer Screening – Online Enrollment is open. All Council Members must complete 
this - indicate Council is the club and Volunteer Citizenship is the project. 

● YQCA, PASE Contest & Livestock Judging - Allissa will put out more info soon for PASE 
and Livestock judging contests. YQCA sessions are currently being scheduled for clubs 
and a few at the office. 

● County Fair Theme - Make a Splash With 4H 
● Family & Recruitment Night - Runza Feb. 13, 5-8 pm 
● Kick-Off Party - Volunteers needed to help with Minute-To-Win-It games. 
●  Jr. Camp Update - Staff is starting to plan for camp which is May 31-June 2. The theme 

is “Escape to 4-H”. Each 4-H Council is asked to donate $25 to help pay for access to 
the local pool. A motion was made, seconded, and carried to approve this payment. The 
price per youth is $115. Campers include youth ages 8-12 years (younger youth are 
given priority).  The staff is looking for camp counselors who are 16-18 years of age. 

 
Motion made, seconded, and carried to adjourn the meeting at 8:20 p.m. 
 
Minutes respectfully submitted by Kristy Spawn, Secretary    
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2023 Communication Event 
 

Contests: Speech, PSA, Presentation, Video 
Event Date & Time:  Sunday, March 26, 2023; 4:00 p.m.  
Location:  West Education Center, Room 205, Central Community College, Columbus 
Registration: Pre-registration required. Deadline to register is March 1, 2023. 
 

Speech Contest 
Age Categories, Time Limits, Topics: 
 1. Clover Kid (ages 5 - 7 on January 1, 2023) 
           3 minutes or less. Talk about anything! You may read a poem or a  

       favorite story. 
 2. Novice (ages 8 – 9 on January 1, 2023) 
            3 minutes or less. Talk about anything! You may read a poem or a favorite story.  
 Should only be 1st or 2nd year speakers.  
 3. Junior (ages 8 - 9 on January 1, 2023) 
  1 – 3 minutes. Must be an original speech relating to 4-H.  
 4. Intermediate (ages 10 - 13 on January 1, 2023) 
  3 – 5 minutes. Must be an original speech relating to 4-H. (State Event Qualifier) 
 5. Senior (ages 14 - 18 on January 1, 2023) 
  5 – 8 minutes. Must be an original speech relating to 4-H. (State Event Qualifier) 
 
Contest Guidelines: 

• All speeches must be original and include 4-H as the major component of the speech. 
• Many speakers in the Public Speaking Contest have given speeches in other contests. This is 

fine; however, previous speeches may not be used verbatim for the 4-H contest. It is okay to 
use the same ideas from a speech previously delivered in competition, but it must be 4-H 
related. Enough changes should be made to make that speech new to the speaker and the 
audience. 4-H public speakers may not use an old speech written by a sibling, other 4-H 
member, or anyone else. 

• Acknowledge the source of information used in the speech. For example, an article from a 
magazine may be used for reference but should not be quoted directly unless you tell the 
audience your source. 

• Organization: Introduction, body and conclusion. 
• Use of visual aids and props are not allowed. Notes may be used for Clover Kid & Novice 

categories.  
• Delivery: Eye contact, timing, gestures and posture. 
• Voice: Clear tones, correct volume and good pronunciation. 
• Dress appropriately. Do not wear costumes or special effect clothing. 4-H Chevron required. 
• No team speeches are allowed. 
• 4-H’ers who are 10 years old and older as of January 1 of the current year will be eligible for 

Premier Communication Event (State Contest). Youth must be selected at County Contest to 
compete in the Premier Communication Event. 
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Public Service Announcement (PSA) Contest 

 
Age Categories, Time Limits, Topics: 
 1. Clover Kid (ages 5 - 7 on January 1, 2023) 
           3 minutes or less. 
 2. Novice (ages 8 – 9 on January 1, 2023) 
            3 minutes or less.   
 3. Junior (ages 8 - 9 on January 1, 2023) 
  1 – 3 minutes.  
 4. Intermediate (ages 10 - 13 on January 1, 2023) 
  3 – 5 minutes. (State Event Qualifier) 
 5. Senior (ages 14 - 18 on January 1, 2023) 
  5 – 8 minutes. (State Event Qualifier) 
 
Contest Guidelines: 

• All PSA’s are 60 seconds in length. 
• The state theme for the 2023 Public Service Announcement is "Discover Your Spark in 

Nebraska 4-H!” and should be incorporated in the PSA. 
• All radio PSA’s must promote 4-H and be general enough to be used anywhere in Nebraska at 

any time of the year. 
• All 4-H PSA’s must include the following tag line within the last ten seconds of the PSA: 

“Learn more about the Nebraska Extension 4-H Youth Development Program at 
4h.unl.edu.” The tag line is included in the 60 second time limit. 

• Sound effects and public domain music may be used. Copyrighted material may not be used. 
• All PSA’s must be the original work of the presenter. Contestants may not use PSA’s written 

and provided by the state or national staff. 
• No team PSA’s are allowed. 
• Scoring is based on the content of the material and delivery.  
• Appearance and gestures are not judged.  
• County Contest Only: Participants may read their PSA at the contest or submit a flash/jump 

drive to be played at the contest.  
• If selected to go onto Premier Communication Event (State Contest), radio PSA’s will be 

submitted electronically as a .wav or .mp3 audio format. No CDs accepted.  
 
Contest Resources:  

The following resources can be found on-line at: 
https://extension.unl.edu/statewide/platte/platte-county-4-h-resources/  

• Guide to Making Great Speeches/How to Prepare a 4-H Radio Public Service Announcement 
 
 
 
 
 

https://extension.unl.edu/statewide/platte/platte-county-4-h-resources/
http://4h.unl.edu/c/document_library/get_file?uuid=efd1ebcf-abd7-43f8-867e-39320c8cce64&groupId=466759&.pdf
http://4h.unl.edu/c/document_library/get_file?uuid=68b362de-d568-408c-8826-64c9656da085&groupId=466759
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Presentation Contest 
 
Categories: 

Show 'n Tell (County Only) 
• Description:  A live presentation with a formal talk where youth will use visual aids (such as props, 

posters, computer-based visuals, handouts, video, etc.) to show and tell others how to do something. 
• Age: Clover Kids Only 
• Time Limit: up to 5 minutes individual, no team presentation available for this class 

 
Illustrated Presentation (Premier Communication Event Eligible) 
• Description:  An Illustrated Presentation involves one or two 4-H’ers giving a live presentation with 

a formal talk where the presenter(s) will use visual aids (such as props, posters, computer-based 
visuals, handouts, video, etc.) to show and tell others how to do something. All presentation topics 
should be related to what the 4-H youth is learning through 4-H educational experiences.  

• Age: 9 – 18 as of January 1st 
• Time Limit: 6-8 minutes individual, 8-10 minutes team 

 
Contest Guidelines: 

• All 4-H Presentations should be related to how the 4-H youth is learning about through their 
4-H education experiences focused on the priorities of college and career readiness, 
community development, entrepreneurship, food supply confidence, health 
living, leadership development, and STEM (science, technology, engineering, and 
mathematics).   

• Presentations must include an introduction (the "why" portion of the topic), a body (the 
"show and tell" portion of the topic) and a conclusion/summary (the "what" portion of the 
topic). 

• Each participant is required to wear the 4-H chevron, 4-H emblem or 4-H shirt.  
• All categories require the presence of the contestant. 
• The judge views the entire presentation and engages in a question-and-answer session following the 

presentation. 
• 4-H’ers who are 10 years old and older as of January 1 of the current year will be eligible for 

Premier Communication Event (State Contest). Youth must be selected at County Contest to 
compete in Premier Communication Event. 

 
Contest Resources:  

The following resources can be found under Contest Resources on-line at: 
https://extension.unl.edu/statewide/platte/platte-county-4-h-resources/  

• The Versatile 4-H Presentation  
• The Four Ps of Planning a Presentation 
• Getting Ready to Give a 4-H Presentation 
• Presentation Visuals 
• Using PowerPoint in 4-H Presentation 
• Evaluating a 4-H Presentation 
• How to Prepare a Multimedia Presentation 

 

https://extension.unl.edu/statewide/platte/platte-county-4-h-resources/
http://4h.unl.edu/c/document_library/get_file?uuid=59c14b09-6055-4f28-8535-0543a830d167&groupId=466759
http://4h.unl.edu/c/document_library/get_file?uuid=1ad77b61-a0b9-45f8-90b9-729fbad44716&groupId=466759
http://4h.unl.edu/c/document_library/get_file?uuid=1559297d-2c51-424b-a314-9f90e92a05f8&groupId=466759
http://4h.unl.edu/c/document_library/get_file?uuid=27345fb7-7a97-4a57-bad8-7f6cc6ca6dcd&groupId=466759
http://4h.unl.edu/c/document_library/get_file?uuid=7ca778d3-41c3-4f83-8be0-e5f571f9fbda&groupId=466759
http://4h.unl.edu/c/document_library/get_file?uuid=c379de05-fea3-45ea-85e4-5927eeb63977&groupId=466759
http://4h.unl.edu/c/document_library/get_file?uuid=773c6ae8-5190-4052-9a2d-05dbe3d20dc2&groupId=466759
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© 2023 

Video Communication Contest 
 
Video Communication (Premier Communication Event Eligible) 

• Description: The video communication contest allows youth to create a multi-media video around a 
theme related to 4-H. Judges will be evaluating on both the organization of information as well as the 
audio and video production.  

• Age: 9 – 18 as of January 1st 
•   Time Limit: 60-90 seconds individual only 
 

Contest Guidelines: 
• Youth may use a phone, laptop or tablet to create a multi-media piece around the theme: “Discover 

Your Spark in Nebraska 4-H!” 
• Sound effects, public-domain music, and graphics can be used. Copyrighted materials may not be 

used. 
• For county contest only, the 4-H’er must be present to play video. If selected to go onto Premier 

Communication Event (State Contest), the video will be electronically submitted as MP4 files. 
 
Contest Resources:  

The following resources can be found under County Resources on-line at: 
https://extension.unl.edu/statewide/platte/platte-county-4-h-resources/ 

• Video Communication Judging Criteria 
 
 
 
 
 

2023 Communication Event On-Line Registration  
 Deadline March 1, 2023 

 
Log into your 4HOnline family account at https://v2.4honline.com/  
   Click “View” button next to 4-H’er who is registering for contest. 
      Click on “Events” button stated down the lefthand side. 
 Click on blue “Register for a new event” button. 
    Select Communication Event – Click Next 
     Select Category and Click on “Start Registration” 
  

 

https://extension.unl.edu/statewide/platte/platte-county-4-h-resources/
https://v2.4honline.com/


 

QUALITY ASSURANCE: Trainings will be offered through the program YQCA, Youth for the Quality Care of 
Animals again this year! Allissa Turnwall will be offering face-to-face sessions at the Platte County Extension 
Office and is available to conduct training at club meetings as her schedule allows. You can contact Allissa at 
aturnwall2@unl.edu to set up a time. The deadline to complete quality assurance is Friday, May 26.  

Registering for quality assurance will be online at https://yqca.learngrow.io, using the Family 4-H Online 
login information for active youth. If you are in both 4-H and FFA, please register through the 4-H login 
option. Face-to-face sessions cost $3 and online sessions cost $12. This is paid online when you register. 
Youth will need to register online prior to coming to the face-to-face session. Face-to-face sessions will last 
at least one hour and the following dates have been set.  

Friday, March 10th          10 am – 11 am 

Friday April 7th                    4 pm – 5 pm 

Saturday, May 6th           11 pm – 12 pm. 

Friday, May 19th                   3 pm – 4 pm 

State Fair Nominations: Nominations will be online again this year via www.showstockmgr.com. State Fair 
tags and DNA envelopes are available at the Extension Office. The deadline for ALL online nominations, 
including Market Beef, is June 15.  

General Livestock: Nebraska 4-H Livestock Achievement Program enrollment is open! This additional 
opportunity for enrolled livestock project youth, is designed to promote all educational aspects of 4-H 
livestock projects including selection, production, leadership, and exhibition by recognizing youth striving to 
improve in their livestock project knowledge and leadership. The program recognizes Members of Excellence 
across all 4-H livestock project areas, including: beef, sheep, meat goat, swine, dairy cattle, dairy goat, rabbit, 
and poultry. For more information, contact Allissa or visit https://4h.unl.edu/livestock-achievement-
program.  

PASE CONTESTS: If you are interested in livestock judging, quiz bowl or skillathon, please let Allissa know at 
aturnwall2@unl.edu or 402-563-4901 so you can be put on the email list. Livestock Judging will begin once 
we have a list of those interested. There is the opportunity to judge cattle on Saturday, February 18th in 
Kearney at the Nebraska Cattlemen’s Classic. Quiz Bowl and Skillathon is a state contest. Those interested 
would practice at the Extension Office and would compete on Wednesday, June 21 in Lincoln. At least 4 
members are needed for a team! The minimum age for a team member is 10 as of January 1.  
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All high school students and their 
families are invited to attend the 
College of Agricultural Sciences and 
Natural Resources (CASNR) 
Experience the Power of Red Visit 
Day on Thursday, February 23rd. This 
is a free event that enables students 
to learn more about careers and 
opportunities in our College as well 
as meet current UNL students, faculty 
and staff. The day will begin at 9 am 
in the East Campus Union and wrap 
up with lunch and a scholarship 
drawing by 12:30 pm. Students can 
learn more and register at 
casnr.unl.edu/visitday. 

https://casnr.unl.edu/experience-power-red-visit-day

