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The Platte County 4-H Staff greatly values the partnership we have with 
all Platte County schools. Our goal for the 2020-2021 school year is to 
meet our school partners wherever and however we can most helpful to 
ensure students still have a valuable learning experience with the 4-H 
School Enrichment programs. Adaptions will and can be made to creatively 
deliver programs in order to abide by current and changing school safety 
plans. All 4-H presenters will be wearing masks during programs and 
disinfecting materials regularly. 
 
Cooperation between schools and Nebraska Extension has existed for 43 
years in Platte County complementing the educational goals of both 
organizations. The materials used in 4-H are based on research and 
produced by specialists from the University of Nebraska, National 4-H 
Council and various universities and organizations throughout the United 
States. 4-H School Enrichment resources include teacher guides, student 
manuals, multi-media tools, teaching kits and staff presentations.   
 
As 4-H participants, your students will also have the opportunity to take 
part in 4-H activities outside the classroom. Camps, special events, 
contests, and the Platte County Fair are a few additional activities 
students may participate in.   
 
The cost to participate in 4-H School Enrichment is minimal. If interested, 
please fill out the registration form and return it to the Nebraska 
Extension—Platte County Office by September 11th, 2020.  

Presenters: 

Jill A. Goedeken 
4-H Extension Educator 

jgoedeken2@unl.edu  
 

Kelly Feehan 
Extension Educator 
kfeehan2@unl.edu 

 
Megan Taylor 

Extension Educator 
mtaylor42@unl.edu 

Aliesha Meusch 
Extension Assistant 

aliesha.meusch@unl.edu 
 

Jayd Roberts 
Extension Assistant 
jroberts41@unl.edu 

 

Office Phone:  
402-563-4901 
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Students will have the opportunity to discover more about 
themselves and how they become a leader! They learn more 
about their personality preferences and how that interacts 
with others in their classroom. Students will also participate in 
other team building and leadership activities. Jayd Roberts will 
visit your classroom for this 3-3.5 hour program.         
  Grade: 5th  
 

Leadership:  
Skills You Never Outgrow  

The pocket-sized Ozobot Robot can follow a line and be pro-
grammed with just markers and graph paper! Students will 
explore the engineering design model of the Ozobot and  
brainstorm  with a small group a unique maze to pass through, 
building their program, testing their course, and sharing suc-
cesses and failures. This program will consist of two 45 mi-
nute sessions taught by Jayd Roberts. 
 
 Suggested grade level: 3rd and 4th 

Ozobot Robotics 
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Fair Project Information: 
1. For “class” projects, only ONE entry per project per 

classroom. Please make sure you know what you have 
signed up for so you can enter it into the right class 
number. If it’s a “class” project, each of your students 
should be working on the same poster and therefore only 
bringing ONE poster to the fair that represents that 
entire classroom.  

2. If it’s an “individual” project, each of your students 
should be making their own poster.  

3. For display purposes, please keep individual poster entries 
12”x18” or smaller and class posters to 28”x22” or 
smaller.  

 
 
• Ag & Me - Class - Ag & Me class booklet, “Today’s Farm, 

Tomorrow’s Fork,” made during the program.  
• Animals Inside & Out - Class or Individual - Poster that 

illustrates and explains what students learned during the 
event.  

• Discovering Careers - Individual - Poster displaying 
students’ future career aspirations as a result of learning 
about the career cluster. Poster must include their career 
of choice, education required, projected salary, and 
expected responsibilities of the career field.  

• Edible Soil Horizon - Individual - Poster showing the 
different layers of soil.  

• Embryology - Class - Poster related to project. Snapshots, 
explanations and drawings encouraged. 

• Fight Bac—Class or Individual - Poster displaying what 
they learned about germs and importance of hand-
washing. 

• It’s Made From What?! - Individual - Poster illustrating 
10 items students use/eat each day and how they are 
related to agriculture. 

• Leadership: Skills You Never Outgrow! - Individual - 
Poster showing what they learned about leadership and 
personality preferences.   

School Enrichment Fair 

Projects 
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• Learning the College Lingo - Individual - Poster displaying 
at least three college-related vocabulary word walls 
covered in the lesson.  

• Life on the Farm - Class or Individual - Poster depicting 
one or more of the livestock/grain areas taught and what 
was learned.  

• Pollinator Palooza - Class or Individual - A poster or 
diorama showing others what they learned about at least 
two of the P’s of Pollinators and Pollination.  

• On Your Own & OK! - Individual - Poster illustrating one 
of the teaching points covered in the lesson. 

• Ozobot Robotics - Class or Individual– Poster illustrating 
a few things learned with the Ozobot Robots. 

• Nutrition Education Classes (K-4) - Class or Individual—
Poster showing one or more things learned throughout the 
programs/sessions.  

• GPS - Class or Individual - Create a poster showcasing a 
possible career using GPS technology. Include education 
required, possible companies that would employ such 
careers and what kind of work that would be performed 
on the job using GPS technology. 

• Positively Popcorn - Individual - Create a poster 
demonstrating the forms of matter a popcorn kernel goes 
through as it pops. 

• S.M.A.R.T. College Goals - Individual - Vision board of 
students’ S.M.A.R.T. goals created during the program.  

• Soil Critter Corral - Class or Individual - Poster showing 
soil cycling processes, microbes, and/or environmental 
impacts on soil activity.  

 

School Enrichment Fair Projects cont. 
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Discovering  
Careers 

This program would be taught at the end of the University 
Week experience, as a follow-up to that experience, or in 
conjunction with other similar programs offered through 
School Enrichment. Students will make connections between 
going to college and careers available to them after they 
receive their education. Hands-on activities in this program 
are based on the Nebraska Department of Education Career 
Cluster model. This program is taught by Jill Goedeken and 
will last 45-60 minutes.  
     
 Grades: 4th-8th 

S.M.A.R.T. College Goals 

This program is a great pairing with the 
University Week experience, or in 
conjunction with other similar programs offered through 
School Enrichment. Students will learn the importance of 
making smart choices, setting goals, and how to achieve them 
by creating SMART goals. The focus will be setting goals in 
order to get into college. Students will create a vision board 
for their future, reflect on their choices, and finally create 
SMART goals to achieve their plans for the future. This 
program is taught by Jill Goedeken. The program will last 45-
60 minutes.  
 Grades: 4th-8th 
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We All Live In A Watershed 

When it rains, it drains!  Where does the water go?  What 
does it take with it?  How has human development changed 
the way water moves on earth?  During this one hour 
presentation led by Kelly Feehan, students conduct a 
science experiment to compare differences between runoff 
in an undeveloped and a developed area, and then from a 
redesigned community.  Students learn about watersheds, 
how human development effects hydrology, and new 
methods, like rain gardens, being used to manage rainwater 
runoff.  The science experiment was developed by Penn 
State for the project Rain to Drain – Slow the Flow. This is 
a one hour presentation. 
 

Dates: November-May   
 
Suggested grade level: 5 - 8   

G P S  

Students will participate in an activity where they explore the 
need for compasses, read and find bearings, and take part in an 
exploration and orienteering activity. They will also learn about 
Global Positioning Systems (GPS) technology, the basic usage of a 
handheld GPS unit, and the sport of geocaching. 
GPS is a great supplement to History, Math, Science, or PE 
Curriculums.  State standards can be matched in each area.   
This is a one all-day event at Pawnee Park presented by Beth Jones 
& Jayd Roberts. **We can creatively schedule this program to be 
held at your school.** 
 
This class will be offered: September 14 to October 16 and April 
19 to May 14 (at Pawnee Park). 
* Due to equipment costs, prices and registration are separate 
from other programs.    
   
 Suggested grade level:  5-8 
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• Tree Identification - Class or Individual— A binder 
notebook with labeled pressed leaves made by students. 
Label information must at least include common name of 
tree, if tree is a conifer or broadleaf, leaf type (broad, 
needle, scale, awl), leaf composition (simple/compound), 
leaf and bud arrangement (alternate/opposite), date 
collected and where collected. Notebook should include at 
least 10 samples, but may include up to 60 leaf samples 
from Nebraska trees.  

• We All Live In A Watershed - Class or Individual - A 
display, diorama, poster, etc. that shows what was learned 
about stormwater runoff and how it pollutes rivers, 
streams or lakes and/or shows methods being used to slow 
the flow or stormwater runoff in communities.  

• Where Does My Food Come From? - Class or Individual - 
Make a poster showing others where your favorite foods 
come from. 

• Worldwide Agriculture - Individual - Poster showing the 
student’s favorite crop variety/country they learned 
about during the lesson.  

School Enrichment Fair Projects cont.  

Animals Inside & Out   Grade 4 
This is an all-day special event where students will learn 
more about animal science. Youth will gain knowledge and 
understanding of the livestock industry, develop science 
skills and SET abilities to help solve everyday situations, and 
become aware of careers related to animal science. The 
focus will be on livestock (meat, milk and fiber 
production, horse, and companion animals). 
Topics include animal management, digestive 
systems, feeds & nutrition, muscular systems 
& by-products, skeletal systems, respiratory & 
circulatory systems, reproductive systems, 
and animal science careers. 
 
Dates: scheduled to suit your needs/virtual/spring date TBA 

Special Events 
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Life on the Farm—Ag Literacy Festival  
Grades 2-3 
This special event introduces youth to Nebraska 
agricultural commodities and their by-products.  Sessions 
and information pertain to a variety of agricultural areas 
including: beef cattle, dairy cattle, swine, goats, sheep, 
poultry, and corn/soybeans.   
This event will have two separate sessions: morning and 
afternoon. 

 
 Date: March 23, 2021  
          Location: Ag Park 

Special Events Cont. 

The P’s of Pollinators and Pollination  
 
Students will explore who our Pollinators are, Partnerships 
between pollinators and flowers, everyday Products of 
pollination and Problems of pollinators by participating in 
hands-on activities guided by Kelly Feehan. Activities will be 
taken from the Nature’s Partners: Pollinators, Plants and 
You curriculum. Along with increased observation skills and 
appreciation of pollinators and pollination, youth will 
brainstorms ways they can help pollinators.  
 
Note for 2020:This will be a one hour class in your 
classroom. 
 
Dates: available September to May 
Suggested grade level: 5 – 8 

School Enrichment 
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Wo r l d w i d e  A g r i c u l t u r e  

Grab your passport and take a trip through the rainforest, 
desert, and wetlands with Dr. Megan Taylor, your plant 
science specialist. This lesson will show students a variety 
of crops in other countries and show relatedness to 
common crops in the Midwest. Discover how the cocoa 
plant, vanilla, coffee, and cactus were domesticated for 
commercial agriculture in other countries. 
Students will leave having gained knowledge 

about plant physiology, various 
cultures, and worldwide agronomy. 
This program takes approximately 
45 minutes.  

 
Suggested grade level:  5-8 
Dates: August-December 

Promoting connections with nature and life science are part 
of the Tree I.D. project. In a one hour hands-on session, 
students first observe and compare differences in fresh 
tree samples. Kelly Feehan will then teach students how 
trees are classified by leaves, buds, seeds and fruit. During 
the presentation, students use fresh tree samples to apply 
this information as it is being taught.  
 
Dates: available ONLY in September and October so fresh 
tree samples can be used.  
 
Suggested grade level: 5 - 8 

Tree 
Identification  

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://images.acclaimimages.com/_gallery/_SM/0093-0603-3014-4120_SM.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.acclaimimages.com/_gallery/_pages/0093-0603-3014-4120.html&h=300&w=230&sz=63&hl=en&start=3&tbnid=eMHMYhtId5vbcM:&tbnh=116&


 

F i g h t  B a c !  

This program is all about teaching young children about the 
importance of washing hands and other safe food practices 
while reaching families with this important message, too.  
Children will be given handouts to color and use in the 
classroom. This is a great program to kick off the school 
year or serve as a reminder during the year.   
 Jayd Roberts will spend 30 minutes with the class. 
     
   Suggested grade level: K-2 
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On Your Own and OK! 

About 90% of third graders indicate that they are being 
left home alone for at least 20 minutes during a typical 
week.  This class will cover a series 
of lessons about what to do when 
you are left home alone.   
Jayd Roberts will visit each class 
with three 30-minute lessons.  
Handouts supplement the topics.   
 
 Suggested grade level: 3 

It’s Made from What?! 

Students will rely on their critical thinking and problem 
solving skills to gain a better understanding 
of how agriculture affects their daily life.  
Aliesha Meusch will lead the students 
through exploring agriculture and its wide 
variety of uses in our everyday lives. 
Students will learn about science without 
even realizing it! 
Aliesha will need two sessions of 30 minutes each OR it 
can be completed in one 60 minute session.  

Dates: September; January-May 
 
  Suggested grade level: 4 
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Where Does My Food Come From? 

Aliesha Meusch will lead students in understanding 
where their food comes from. As our society continues 
to be generations removed from the farm, having this 
level of understanding is becoming increasingly 
important. As a result of this program, youth will 
understand how their favorite foods end up on their 
plate or in their lunchbox.  
 
Aliesha will need two sessions of 30 minutes each to 
complete the program. 
 
 Suggested grade level : 1 

Dates: September; January-May 

Ag & Me 

Aliesha Meusch will lead students in understanding what 
ag commodities create the food they eat 
everyday. Students will then create a short 
booklet as a class to show what they 
learned. (For example, today’s wheat can be 
tomorrow’s bread. Today’s beef cow can be 
tomorrow’s hamburger.)  
Aliesha will need 45 
minutes to complete the 
lesson.  
 
Suggested grade level: K 

Dates: September; 
January-May 
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P o s i t i v e l y  P o p c o r n  

Students will explore and describe the physical 
properties of matter and its changes through a hands-
on activity of how popcorn pops using gas as a form of 
matter. Youth will use science to learn the importance 
of agriculture and how popcorn goes from seed to 
snack. Solid, liquid, and gas stages will be the focus of 
this lesson. 
Positively Popcorn will be taught by Aliesha Meusch. 
She will need 45 –60 minutes to complete the lesson.  
Note: Adaptations will be made to reflect current 
COVID-19 guidelines at the time of the program. i.e. 
one person serving wearing gloves. 

Suggested grade level:  2 
Dates: September; January-May 

Students will learn about the five layers of soil 
through the Edible Soil Horizon activity taught 
by Aliesha Meusch. At the conclusion of the 
lesson, the students should be able to define 
five factors that affect soil quality, identify 
organic matter and soil erosion. Aliesha will 
also share ways farmers and conservationists 
work to prevent erosion.  

This lesson will take 45 minutes.  
Note: Adaptations will be made to reflect 
current COVID-19 guidelines at the time of the 
program. i.e. one person serving wearing gloves. 

Suggested grade level:  3 
Dates: September; January-May 

EDIBLE SOIL HORIZON 
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SOIL CRITTER CORRAL 

This lesson will take the students on a tour of our living soil 
and will focus on basic microbiology. This program is taught by 
Megan Taylor and is approximately 45 minutes. Students will 
explore soil cycling processes, microbes, and environmental 
impacts on soil activity. Soil critters will be presented to 
students gain and basic understanding of microbiology. 

Students will leave the soil critter 
corral with a microbe of their own.  
 
Suggested grade level: 3 
*Schedule after the Edible Soil 
Horizons program. 
Dates: August-December 

E m b r y o l o g y  

Through the Embryology Project students will hatch chicks in 
the classroom and witness the exciting miracle of life.  
Students will also take responsibility of caring for the 
fertilized eggs during the twenty-one day incubation period 
and the baby chicks after they have hatched.   
This project lasts approximately one month.  Eggs are set on 
Tuesday (45 min.) and are candled 2 weeks later on Monday 
(45 min.).  Chicks hatch the next week and incubators are 
collected later that week.   
This class will be offered January –April and taught by 
Aliesha Meusch. Please allow for flexibility in  scheduling due 
to school calendars.  
*Kindergarten classes will have the incubator 
the whole 3 weeks* 
 
  Suggested grade level: K-4 


