
2020 Otoe County 4-H Speech Video and  
PSA Recording Public Speaking Contest 

 
 
News Flash! Otoe County 4-H will have a 4-H Speech Contest! We will do the same as the just 
announced 2020 Nebraska State 4-H Speech Contest. Youth will submit videos for speeches and 
recordings for PSAs.  
 
The Otoe County 4-H Speech and PSA divisions are the same as was set up for the in person 
event and are found below. What’s new? The speeches and PSAs will be recorded and submitted 
online. The deadline for submission is Sunday, May 31, 11:59 p.m. If you have problems saving 
the file, please still email it to the Extension Office. We will get it saved correctly. 
 
Steps to record and upload video recordings:  

 Record your speech using a phone, tablet, computer, or video camera. File should be 
raw video with no editing, however you can record it until you like it – one, three, five 
times - we don’t care! Speech files should be saved and emailed in the MP4 format.  

o  Production Tips: 
 Use natural lighting.  
 Shoot indoors if possible.  
 Shoot in a quiet area. 
 Avoid direct sunlight.  
 Avoid cluttered backgrounds 
 Keep the recording device horizontal, not vertical when shooting the 

video. 
 Stabilize the recording device. Set it on a table, book, use tripod, etc. so 

the shot is steady. 
 Record 3-5 seconds of silence before the 4-H member begins speaking  
 Record 3-5 seconds of silence after the 4-H member stops speaking  

 The PSA can be recorded using any recording device or app but must be able to be 
uploaded digitally. PSAs should be saved and emailed in an MP3 format.  

 Files should be named with the following label:  
Contest_AgeDivision_First Name_Last Name, for example: 

Speech_Intermediate_Pat_Smith 

 When you are ready to submit, contact the Nebraska Extension in Otoe County Office 
by email at otoe-county@unl.edu. At that time, we will add your email address to a 
folder so you can then upload the speech and/or PSA to the right spot. 

 All judging will be completed by a 4-H speech judge. Results will be announced on 
Monday, June 8. 

 Awards will be given as designated in the table below. Families will be able to pick up 
the scoresheets and awards at the Nebraska Extension in Otoe County Office starting 
Tuesday, June 9. Please contact the Extension Office first to make arrangements. 

 Any questions, please contact Sarah Purcell at 402-269-5593 or sarah.purcell@unl.edu. 

 We look forward to a new and exciting Otoe County 4-H Speech Contest!  
 
PURPOSE of 4-H Speech Contest:    

 Encourage youth to develop communication skills through public speaking. 
 
GUIDELINES:    

 Youth may present both a 4-H Speech and a 4-H PSA. 

 Novice Division 4-H members who are using a poem or story should credit the author at the 
beginning. A simple statement like, “I am presenting a piece from Matilda by Roald Dahl,” 
will work. It will not count in the timing of your speech.  
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 For all PSAs: 1) The 2020 PSA state theme “Inspire Kids to Do” needs to be used by all. 
2) The following state determined tag line needs to be stated within the last ten (10) 
seconds of your PSA - “Learn more about the Nebraska Extension 4-H Youth Development 
Program at 4h.unl.edu.” This tag line is included in the sixty (60) second time limit.              
3) Record your PSA using MP3 audio format. 4) The few seconds of silence before and 
after your recording does not count in the 60-second time limit. 

 Visual aids for speeches are not allowed. There is a presentations contest in the summer 
where visual aids are permitted. 

 The top five 4-H members in the Intermediate and Senior Speech and PSA Divisions will 
have their videos/PSAs submitted to the State 4-H competition. Results of the state contest 
will be announced on June 24.  
 

DIVISION 4-H AGE by  

JANUARY 1 

TIME 
GUIDELINES 

SPECIAL GUIDELINES AWARDS 

Clover Kids 5, 6 and 7 none 1) Recite the 4-H Pledge;                           
2) Recite the Pledge of Allegiance; or       
3) Recite both pledges. 

Ribbons and $1 coins 

Novice 
Speech 

8, 9 and 10 Under 3 
minutes 

Can be in this division only ONE year. Can 
read or recite a poem or story. 

Ribbons and $1 coins 
Champion - $20.00 
Res. Champ - $10.00 

Junior 
Speech 

8, 9 and 10 1 to 3 minutes Must be an original speech with 4-H as the 
major component 

Ribbons and $1 coins 
Champion - $20.00 
Res. Champ - $10.00 

Intermediate 
Speech 

11, 12 and 13 3 to 5 minutes Must be an original speech with 4-H as the 
major component 

Ribbons and $1 coins 
Champion - $20.00 
Res. Champ - $10.00 

Senior 
Speech 

14 and older 5 to 8 minutes Must be an original speech with 4-H as the 
major component 

Ribbons and $1 coins 
Champion - $20.00 
Res. Champ - $10.00 

Radio PSA 
Junior 

8, 9 and 10 60 seconds PSA MUST promote 4-H. PSA MUST be 
submitted on flash drive. Sound effects are 
great! See guidelines above. 

Ribbons and $1 coins 
Champion - $20.00 
Res. Champ - $10.00 

Radio PSA 
Intermediate 

11, 12 and 13 60 seconds 
 

PSA MUST promote 4-H. PSA MUST be 
submitted on flash drive. Sound effects are 
great! See guidelines above. 

Ribbons and $1 coins 
Champion - $20.00 
Res. Champ - $10.00 

Radio PSA 
Senior 

14 and older 60 seconds PSA MUST promote 4-H. PSA MUST be 
submitted on flash drive. Sound effects are 
great! See guidelines above. 

Ribbons and $1 coins 
Champion - $20.00 
Res. Champ - $10.00 

To participate, submit your video and/or PSA by Monday, June 1. 

Please call the Nebraska Extension in Otoe County Office - 402-269-2301 by June 1 to receive  
the information on how to submit the video and/or PSA. 

 
 

Resources available at the Extension Office:  
Score sheets for each division. 

4-H Project Manuals:  Communications Modules 1, 2, and 3. 
 

                                                         


