in 4-H

Showing Your Pet

el EXTESOL

Showing your pet at the fair can be a fun and rewarding experience. Lots of county fairs offer
you the opportunity to show your pet from fish to hamsters to birds. There are just a few things you
want to think about prior to showing to make the experience enjoyable.

In general, you will be judged on a combination of your pet’s overall appearance, your pet’s
housing, the quality of care you provide, and your knowledge of the animal. Check with your County

Extension Office for specific guidelines.

Preparing for the show depends on
the pet yow have, but here are a few
tips.
I. Take your pet to the veterinarian
-A rabies vaccination is required for ferrets
2. Check for external and internal parasites
-Animals can’t be shown if they have any
parasite present
4. Learn more about your pet
-Where is it from originally? VWhat does it
eat naturally? What is the best way to care
for it?
3. Prepare your presentation
-Start on this a few weeks before the fair
-Practice handling your pet so its comfortable
5. Have your parents or friends ask you questions
about your pet to prepare for answering the

Many fairs will ask yowu to give a
short presentation about your pet.
Here are some ideas about what to
include:
I. Your name and age
2. Pet’s name, species, age, and coloring
3. Where does your pet come from? What are
some characteristics of its natural environment?
Discuss your pet’s overall appearance and health
How you care for your pet
How often and how do you clean its cage
What health treatments your pet gets
What your pet eats and how much
How often do you groom it
IO How did you prepare for show
I 1. Something special about your pet
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judge’s questions

Handle your pet at least 2-3 times per week

7. Clean your pet’s enclosure regularly, but make
sure to tidy it up before you attend the show

8. Trim toenails or wings if needed

o

You are also judged on the appearance of your pet’s
enclosure and your own personal appearance. Make
sure you are neat and tidy!

What to bring to the show:
I. Your pet
2. Travel cage or it’s normal enclosure
If you need to bring a travel cage, bring along
some pictures of it's normal habitat to share with the
judge.
I. Food and water to show judge how you care for
pet
2. Toys or other enrichment
3. Cage cover
4. Other supplies you use with your pet

What to weanr:
-White long sleeve shirt with 4-H emblem, tucked in
-At the state fair, official State Fair 4-H T-shirt
provided
-Long pants (dark blue jeans)
-Closed toed shoes

Extension is a Division of the Institute of Agriculture and Natural Resources at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln
‘cooperating with the Counties and the United. States Department of Agriculture.

The 4-H Youth Development program abides with the nondiscrimination policies
of the University of Nebraska-Lincoln and the United States Department of Agriculture.
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Objectives of the 4-H Companion Animal Project

o To experience the pride of owning and being responsible for the care of companion animal(s).

e To learn how to feed and care for an animal properly.
e To gain knowledge regarding animal health, first aid and safety precautions.

° To gain experience

in handling companion animals, including grooming and exhibiting.

e To develop leadership, initiative, self-reliance, communication and sportsmanship.

e To learn citizenship through working with groups and supporting the community.

° To promote greater

love for animals and a humane attitude toward them.

Issued in furtherance of Cooperative Extension work, Acts of May 8 and June 30, 1914, in cooperation yyw
with the U.S. Department of Agriculture. Kenneth R. Bolen, Director of Cooperative Extension,

University of Nebraska, Institute of Agriculture and Natural Resources.
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and the United States Department of Agriculture.



Description of Companion Animals in My Project

Animal’s Name | Species/Breed Description Birth date | Altered

This 4-H record is provided to help you plan what you want to learn and do in your 4-H project
this year. Keep a record of progress during the year. Write down information about your project
as it happens so your record will be accurate and up-to-date.

This year I want to learn about:

______ Health __ Breeds/Species

______ Parasites and Diseases ____ Nutrition/Diet

__ LifeCycdle _ Grooming

____ Reproduction __ Handling/Training
______ Care of Juvenile Animals __ Showmanship Skills
_____ Geriatric Care __ Equipment Needed
____ First Aid ___ Anatomy (Body Parts)
____ Other

In my project this year I would like to:




Expense Record

Date Health Care and
Treatment -
Veterinarian or Store

Money I
Spent

Date

Food, Supplies
and Items
Purchased

Money I
Spent

Total Cost of Health Care

Total Cost of Food and Supplies

—

Record of Vaccinations and Medical Treatments

Date Vaccination/Treatment

Comments

Show and Exhibit Record

Name of Show and/or Exhibit

Date

Class

# in Class

Placing




You may want to keep a record of the behavior of your animal on a separate page. Note your
animal’s behavior, illnesses, accidents, etc. You may also want to record special care activities
such as teeth cleaning or care for eyes or ears.

Evaluate Your Project

What unusual or unique experiences happened to you or your pet during this project?

Of all the things you learned, what do you think was the most valuable?

How did you share your project with others (speeches, presentations, community and school
activities or activities with individuals)?

What difficulties did you have in this project?

Do you plan to continue the project next year? ~ Yes ~ No Maybe

What would you plan to do differently?

Submitted By: Reviewed By:
4-H Member’s Signature Parent’s Signature
Leader’s Comments:

4-H Leader’s Signature





