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Following record rainfall in some areas of southeast Nebraska in May, some fields still have 
standing water or the corn may have drowned out due to a high water table.  The corn prevented 
planting date (May 25th) has come and gone and the soybean prevented planting date is just 
around the corner (June 10th).  Some fields are still very wet and may not get planted in the near 
future.  If you are thinking of taking prevented planted acres on some fields, be sure to contact 
your crop insurance agent to ensure compliance with the coverage and to determine expected 
payments, reporting requirements, and other details for whatever strategy you decide to follow.  
Monte Vandeveer, Extension Educator in Otoe County had an article in the May 20th CropWatch 
on late planting provisions for crop insurance.  You can access this article at: http://cropwatch 
.unl.edu/delayed-planting-insurance.  You can receive different levels of insurance coverage 
depending upon when you plant your crop.  If you take the prevented planted option, you can 
leave the field idle and receive a full prevented planting payment, also equal to 60% of the 
original production guarantee.  You can also plant a cover crop with no penalty if it is not grazed 
or harvested for hay before November 1st.  The cover crop cannot be harvested for grain or seed 
either.  
 
If you are unable to plant either corn or soybean, cover crops are a good option because they 
prevent erosion, add carbon to the soil through the organic matter in the biomass, potentially can 
improve soil health by increasing water infiltration rates in soil and improving soil structure.  If 
legumes are planted they could add nitrogen for next year’s crop as well.  Cover crops can also 
add diversity to the soil which helps reduce insect and disease pests and issues.  If grazed or 
harvested after November 1st, there is an opportunity for some other benefits by either renting out 
cover crop fields for grazing and collecting some added income, grazing the field with your own 
livestock or haying the cover crop and either selling or feeding the hay. 
 
If you decide to still plant soybeans following the prevented planting date of June 10th, there has 
not been too much of an advantage by switching to an earlier maturing variety if you can get the 
soybeans planted by mid-June.  Soybeans are photoperiod sensitive day length, so if you plant 
later maturing soybeans, they will mature faster than normal.  If you get later than June 15th, you 
may want to consider shifting to a soybean that is a Maturity Group (MG) .5-1.0 earlier because 
of the threat of a freeze in the fall.  Also it is better to plant soybeans in narrower rows so they 
can utilize as much of the sunlight as possible to make as many pods, seed and a higher yield.  
There is an excellent article in the May 29th issue of CropWatch by several Extension Educators 
addresses strategies with delayed planting soybeans.  This article can be accessed 
at: http://cropwatch.unl.edu/delayed-planting-in-soybeans.  If you have questions, feel free to 
contact me 402-274-4755 or glesoing2@unl.edu.      
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