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PROBLEMS WITH DECIDUOUS TREES?   

I have received several calls this spring with people concerned about trees losing their 
leaves.  With the cloudy and damp weather we have seen this spring there is potential for a 
number of issues that deciduous trees may encounter this growing season.  A common disease 
that has shown up, particularly on sycamore trees has been anthracnose.  While it can cause trees 
to lose the majority of their leaves, generally it does not require treatment and trees will recover.  
If a tree is infected for several years in a row, it is important to monitor the health of the tree 
annually and make sure it maintains its vigor.  If you have had problems with your trees in the 
past with insects and/or diseases, it is important to evaluate them this spring to see if they look 
healthy.  Your deciduous trees should leaf out and green up as they normally do.   
 

So what are some of the other potential tree problems?  We have had a few trees get hit 
with minor hail, and this caused some damage on some of the branches.  These dead branches 
should be cut out.   I have seen some trees infected with canker.  This is a fungus that enters the 
tree through a wound.  Many times it does not cause a problem unless the tree is under stress.  A 
tree with canker may appear to have a growth on the bark or the bark may blister and the wood 
turns black.  If there are branches that are infected with canker and have died, these should be cut 
out.  Be sure to disinfect your saw with a bleach solution after doing this so you will not spread 
the fungus. 
        

I also have had a maple tree showing an infestation of wooly aphids and some scale.  
Usually aphids can be treated or removed from the trees with a strong stream of water with a 
nozzle on the end of a hose, but sometimes heavier infestations may need treatment with an 
insecticidal soap or horticultural oil.  Scale insects may also need treatment with horticultural oil.  
Later in the spring and summer you may notice oak trees that have dead branches and leaves 
scattered throughout the tree.  There have been several trees in southeast Nebraska with these 
symptoms over the years.  There is a good chance this is the oak twig girdler that is causing the 
problem.  We usually see a problem with this insect every other year.  The good thing is it 
generally doesn’t harm the trees.  The bad thing is there is really nothing you can do about it, 
except clean up and discard the twigs that are blown or have fallen off the tree. 

 
If you have further questions on tree problems, feel free to contact me at Nebraska 

Extension in Nemaha County at (402) 274-4755.           
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