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With the continued wet weather this spring, heavy rains on already saturated soils and localized flooding 

in the river bottoms, prevented planting may be an option you want to consider. In 2015 with an extremely 

wet spring, several farmers participated in this program because they were unable to plant their corn and 

soybeans in a timely manner. It is important to be informed of this program, so check with your crop 

insurance agent for details. Here are some links to more information about the prevented planting program, 

changes made to the program and frequently asked questions. https://www.rma.usda.gov/en/Fact-

Sheets/National-Fact-Sheets/Prevented-Planting-Insurance-Provisions-Flood, https://www.rma.usda.gov/-

/media/RMAweb/Handbooks/Loss-Adjustment-Standards---25000/Prevented-Planting/2019-25370-

Prevented-Planting-Standards.ashx?la=en, and https://www.rma.usda.gov/News-Room/Frequently-Asked-

Questions/Prevented-Planting-Coverage-Factor-Changes-for-2019. If you enter into the prevented planting 

program on some of your acres, you may want to check with the local NRCS in your county for cost-share 

programs to assist with the cost of planting cover crops to protect the soil from erosion. Cover crops are a 

good option because they prevent erosion, add carbon to the soil through the organic matter in the biomass, 

potentially can improve soil health by increasing water infiltration rates in soil and improving soil structure.  

If legumes are planted they could add nitrogen for next year’s crop as well.  Cover crops can also add 

diversity to the soil which helps reduce insect and disease pests and issues.  If grazed or harvested after 

November 1st, there is an opportunity for some other benefits by either renting out cover crop fields for 

grazing and collecting some added income, grazing the field with your own livestock or haying the cover 

crop and either selling or feeding the hay.   

 

A number of cover crops are well suited to eastern Nebraska, depending on your goal and how much you 

want to spend on cover crop seed.  In prevented planted acres, the use of cover crops is an opportunity to 

build soil.  If grazing cover crops after November 1 is a goal, you will want to plant different cover crops 

that would benefit fall and even spring grazing. Warm-season grass cover crops include sorghum-sudan 

grass, pearl millet, grain sorghum, and corn.  These are all excellent nitrogen scavengers that will produce 

significant biomass and die out with the first hard freeze. Other grass cover crops include cereal rye, annual 

rye grass, wheat, triticale, barley and oats.  Cereal rye is probably the most versatile of these cover crops. 

It provides excellent benefits, while being the most winter hardy.  If there is concern about terminating the 

cover crop next spring, oats is a safe grass to use, as it will die out in the fall.  It is popular in grazing mixes 

with brassicas such as turnips, rape, collards, and radishes. 

 

If one goal is to provide some nitrogen for next year's crop, several types of legumes can be planted as 

cover crops. They include hairy vetch, several types of clover (red, ladino (white), or crimson), and other 

legumes, such as field or winter peas, cowpeas, soybeans, or sunn hemp.  Mixes with clovers and vetch 

provide excellent grazing as well. On fields that are low in fertility, especially nitrogen, applying 50 lb of 

nitrogen will help give the cover crops a jump start, particularly the summer annuals like sorghum-sudan, 

millets, and brassicas.  

 

For more information about cover crops and planting them on prevent plant acres go to 

https://cropwatch.unl.edu/cover-crops.  If you have other questions, feel free to contact me at 

glesoing2@unl.edu or 402-274-4755 at Nebraska Extension in Nemaha County.   
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