
                                                                                                                                                                     
                                                                                                                    

 
     . 

1824 N St, Ste 102 ● Auburn NE  68305  
402-274-4755 ● www.nemaha.unl.edu 

           Extension is a Division of the Institute of Agriculture and Natural Resources at the University of Nebraska–Lincoln cooperating 

           with the Counties and the United States Department of Agriculture. 

 

            University of Nebraska–Lincoln Extension educational programs abide with the nondiscrimination policies of the University of 

            Nebraska–Lincoln and the United States Department of Agriculture 

 
 

 

The weather we have experienced this past year has caused significant challenges for crop 

and livestock producers across Nebraska, with southeast Nebraska being impacted a great deal as 

well.  There will be several thousand acres that will not planted in 2019, with several farmers 

taking the Prevented Planting option.  For information on different cover crops that can be used 

for Prevented Planted fields, you can access information at: https://cropwatch.unl.edu/cover-crops 

or contact me at the Nemaha County Extension office.  With saturated soils and cloudy and cool 

conditions, many corn fields looked very anemic (yellow). Some of this was probably due to poor 

growing conditions for corn and some nitrogen potentially lost due to leaching or denitrification 

in the wet soils. This past week much of the corn looks considerably better with the warmer 

temperatures and lots of sunshine. The roots of the corn plants may have finally grown down in 

the nitrogen in the soil, which has improved the color and growth and development of corn in 

southeast Nebraska significantly. If your corn stays yellow in the weeks to come, an application 

of in-season nitrogen may be beneficial to your corn crop.  With the wet and humid conditions we 

have experienced, be on the watch for diseases in corn and act if necessary.  

 

Excellent progress was made this last week on soybean planting in the region. With the 

current field conditions, the use of seed treatment is definitely advisable to guard against seedling 

soybean diseases; i.e. Rhizoctonia, Pythium. Fusarium and Phytophthora as well as insects; i.e 

bean leaf beetles or maybe cutworms. With these challenging planting conditions, you may want 

to increase your planting rates. From several years of collecting data from on-farm research trials, 

Nebraska Extension recommends 120,000 plts/ac as a seedling rate. You may want to increase this 

to a higher rate, 140,000 or more depending on your field conditions and seed germination.   If 

you have already planted your soybeans and are concerned about the plant stand, it is important to 

do several population checks to determine an accurate population for your field. Research at the 

University of Nebraska has indicated soybeans are extremely compensating if the stand is thin, but 

under these situations weed control is very important to reduce the potential competition from 

weeds. Soybean populations as low as 90,000 -120,000 plts/ac have been shown to be the most 

profitable.  

 

Along with completing planting, the important thing is to control weeds before they get 

ahead of your corn or soybeans.  Remember to follow label directions and apply enough herbicide 

to control the size of weeds you are targeting. Be aware of possible herbicide resistant weeds in 

your fields and if required use alternative herbicides to control these weeds.  The key is to keep 

these weeds from going to seed.  Finally be aware of potential drift issues.  To date we have had 

little issues with herbicide drift in 2019. Check on-line at www.driftwatch.org for grape, fruit or 

vegetable growers that have registered their crops in the area.  It is important to be a good neighbor. 

 

If you have questions about any of these issues feel free to contact me at University of 

Nebraska Extension in Nemaha County at 1824 ‘N’ St., in the lower level of the courthouse in 

Auburn (402) 274-4755.       
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