
 
 
 
 

While it appears most soybean fields have excellent stands, with the erratic 
weather we have experienced this spring, you may have some soybean fields that do not 
have the best stand.  They also may have been infected with some seedling diseases 
(damping off) that have reduced the stand of your soybeans.  Some fields may have had 
heavy rains and soil erosion that washed out planted soybeans.  With the hard rains, 
especially in tilled fields, there may be issues with a thick crust on the surface that can 
impact soybean emergence.  Wet, saturated soils also are conducive for seedling diseases 
or damping off in soybeans.  One question that may arise is, “ Should I replant?”  There 
are some guidelines that the university has developed for determining if a field of 
soybeans needs to be replanted.  In soybean fields with questionable stands, doing a stand 
evaluation, examining the soybeans and soil conditions and assessing the economics 
involved in replanting is the best way to determine if replanting is necessary.       

 
Compared to corn, soybeans compensate and branch out producing respectable 

yields even when soybean plant populations are less than ideal.  On-farm research in 
Nebraska has indicated soybean plant populations as low as 90,000 plants per acre have 
yielded comparable to soybean plant populations of 180,000 plants per acre.  In 5 
irrigated fields, yields ranged from 59.4 bu/acre at a seeding rate of 90,000 seeds per acre 
to 60.2 bu/acre at a seeding rate of 180,000 seeds per acre.  In 2008 the experiment was 
repeated with the Greater Quad County On-farm Research group at 5 sites throughout 
south central Nebraska.  Soybeans planted at 90,000, 120,000, 150,000 and 180,000 
seeds/acre yielded 68.1, 69.5, 69.8 and 69.6 bu/acre respectively. 
   

The University of Nebraska has recommended soybean seeding rates at 150,000 
viable seeds per acre.  This is based on several experiments over the years.  Based on 
three years of on-farm research (2006-2008) UNL specialists recommend a planting 
population of 120,000 seeds/acre in 30-inch rows.  Results of these on-farm studies were 
generally consistent from site to site and from year to year and indicated lower planting 
rates are possible with little or no impact on soybeans yields.  An on-farm experiment 
conducted in 2010 in Hamilton county also provided similar results and showed no 
significant different in yields in soybean seeding rates ranging from 60,000 to 150,000 
seeds per acre.   
 

If you are concerned about a field, the first thing you need to do is determine the 
population of the soybean field.  If you just have part of a large field where you are 
considering replanting, you need to take several “random” areas in this part of the field.  
This will help you estimate the potential yield, assuming we have reasonable growing 
conditions the remainder of the growing season.  The idea is to get a representative 
sampling of the field. 

   
If you have a major reduction in stand you need to estimate replanting costs and 

determine the risks.   There still is time to replant soybeans although there is no guarantee 
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 you will get a better stand or even a better crop if you do replant.   The bottom line is to 
carefully consider potential yield of your current stand and all the potential costs and 
risks associated with replanting before destroying your crop and replanting.  If you do 
replant, I would definitely recommend the use of a fungicide seed treatment.  If you have 
soils that are saturated, there is definitely potential for seedling diseases to develop in 
soybeans that could affect final soybean stands.  You also may want to consider 
increasing planting populations 10% especially the later you plant.  If you have questions 
about your crop insurance, contact your agent.  June 15th is the last date you can plant 
soybeans to receive full yield or revenue guarantee that was selected.  For questions you 
can contact me at (402) 274-4755.            
 

Gary Lesoing 
Extension Educator 

Nemaha County 
June 2014 

                                             
 

 
 
 
 


