
 

 

 

 

CONTROL MOSQUITOES 
 

 

With the flooding that has occurred this summer and recent rains, there are areas of 

standing water which are breeding areas for mosquitoes.  Recent reports indicate that 

West Nile Virus is present in Nebraska.  Whatever we can do to eliminate breeding sites 

for mosquitoes, will reduce the potential for West Nile Virus.  Anything that can trap and 

hold water is a potential breeding site for mosquitoes, i.e. bird baths, wading pools, and 

pails.  In the country, potential breeding sites include: ponds, sewage lagoons, ditches, 

old tires, and tin cans.  There are certain biological agents that are specific to mosquito 

larvae and other aquatic flies, Bti (Bacillus thuringiensis israelensis). While lethal to the 

larvae, it is safe for birds, fish, mammals and other organisms.  These microbial 

insecticides (Aquabac
TM

, Teknar
TM

, Bactimos
TM

,  Vectobac
TM

) are available as briquettes 

and granules.  These products can be found at garden centers, hardware stores and farm 

supply stores.  Once these products are wetted they will be slowly released and may be 

effective for up to 30 days. 

 

There is also a growth regular, methoprene that just kills mosquito larvae and is available 

in briquette or granular form.  In water that has a high level of organic matter, such as 

stagnant sewage lagoons, the product Bacillus sphaericus (Vectolex CG
TM

) can be used. 

Whenever you use any of these chemicals, be sure to follow label directions. 

 

For control of adult mosquitoes in your yard or on your farmstead there are a number of 

insecticides that can be used.  This is especially important if you are having outdoor 

activities.  Appropriate insecticides for adult control include: bifenthrin, permenthrin, 

lambda-cyhalothrin and cyfluthrin.  While these insecticides only last a few days, it is 

helpful to apply them a few hours before an outdoor gathering.  For temporary relief of 

flying adult mosquitoes outdoors, the use of an aerosol fogger and fogging device 

containing pyrethrins or permethrin are helpful for immediate knock down.  The use of 

citronella candles or lanterns containing citronella oil will also help repel adult 

mosquitoes. 

 

It is also important to wear mosquito repellent if you or your children are doing outdoor 

activity, especially during the evening hours.  The use of a repellent containing DEET is 

recommended and there are a number of repellents available that contain this product.  Be 

sure to follow label directions and it will be safe.  The information from this article is 

from the NebGuide, “Residential Mosquito Control” by Barb Ogg, Extension Educator, 

Fred Baxendale, Extension Entomologist and James Kalisch, Extension Associate.  This 

NebGuide can be accessed on the web at:                       

http://www.ianrpubs.unl.edu/epublic/live/g2037/build/g2037.pdf   If you have questions, 

feel free to contact me at the Nemaha County Extension Office, 402-274-4755. 
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