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CROP PROTECTION CLINIC  

ed on the Keithley Brothers Farm evaluated starter 
fertilizer applied to corn at planting.  Starter fertilizer 
used in the study was 5 gal/ac 10-34-0 and 1 qt/ac 
Zn. This starter fertilizer treatment was compared to 
a check where no starter fertilizer was applied. Soil 
test results from the field showed phosphorus (P) 
levels of 7 – 16 ppm, which is relatively low. With 
these relatively low (P) levels, a response may be 
expected. Yield results indicated a significant re-
sponse from the starter fertilizer (158 bu/ac vs 151 
bu/ac).                                                  
 These are just a sample of the many on-farm 
research projects we have in Nebraska each year. 
The on-farm research program has been conducted 
across Nebraska with Nebraska Extension for sever-
al years.  This program is expanding and getting 
stronger with support from the Nebraska Corn Board 
and Nebraska Soybean Board.  These research pro-
jects cover products, practices, and new technolo-
gies that impact farm productivity and profitability. 
There are some projects that will pay farmers to par-
ticipate and provide products for farmers to evaluate. 
In 2019 a soybean study was initiated to compare 
baseline soybean management practices compared 
to improved soybean management practices. Four 
studies conducted on-farm in Nebraska in 2019 
showed the improved treatment resulted in an aver-
age 8 bu/ac yield increase and $46/ac profit in-
crease compared to the baseline treatment. This 
is part of a larger seven state project in the Midwest. 
In 2020 they are looking for 20 farmers to participate 
in this study. To find out more about this project go 
to; https://cropwatch.unl.edu/2020/farm-research-
study-investigate-practices-increase-soybean-yield . 
If you want to see the 2019 On-Farm Research pub-
lication go to: https://cropwatch.unl.edu/
farmresearch/farm-research-result-publications . If 
you want a hard copy, contact your local Extension 
Educator and they can get you a copy. We have a 
number of hard copies at the Extension Office in Au-
burn, NE in Nemaha County as well.   
 To find out more about the on-farm research 
program go to:   
https://cropwatch.unl.edu/on-farm-research .  
 If interested in participating in these studies,    
Please contact  
 Laura Thompson — 402-245-2224 

laura.thompson@unl.edu 
 Nathan Mueller — 402-727-2775 

nathan.mueller@unl.edu 

 I had the opportunity to attend the On-farm 
Research Reporting session last month in Beatrice. 
There were a number of projects reported on at the 
meeting; in 2019 there were over 100 on-farm re-
search projects conducted through the Nebraska 
Extension On-Farm Research Program. We had a 
few conducted here in southeast Nebraska.  Daryl 
Obermeyer, Nebraska Soybean Board member from 
Nemaha County has a cover crop/soil health re-
search project being conducted on his farm east of 
Auburn in Nemaha County. This study was initiated 
in 2016. He is planting winter-hardy vs. winter-
terminated cover crops and determining their impact 
on the subsequent corn and soybean yields in his 
corn-soybean-wheat crop rotation. In 2019 both corn 
and soybeans planted following the winter hardy 
cover crop and winter-terminated cover crops had 
similar yields and were not significantly affected by 
the different cover crop treatments. Corn yields were 
(214 bu/ac vs 217 bu/ac) and soybean yields were 
(86 bu/ac vs 84 bu/ac) following the winter-hardy vs 
the winter-terminated cover crops, respectively. This 
is different than in 2017 when corn following the win-
ter-hardy cover crop yielded significantly less than 
the winter-terminated cover crop (168 bu/ac vs 183 
bu/ac) and in 2018 when soybeans following the 
winter-hardy cover crops yielded significantly less 
that the winter-terminated cover crop (59 bu/ac vs 
65 bu/ac). In 2017 soybean yields were similar fol-
lowing winter-hardy and winter terminated cover 
crops (61 bu/ac vs 62 bu/ac) respectively. In 2018 
corn yields were similar (240 bu/ac vs 243 bu/ac) for 
the winter-hardy vs the winter-terminated cover 
crops, respectively. This site is also an NRCS 
Demonstration Farm that will go for 5 years. Crop 
yields will be measured each year of the study. Ste-
phen Kennedy, Resource Conservationist, USDA 
NRCS and Aaron Hird, Nebraska Soil Health Spe-
cialist NRCS collected soil samples for base-line soil 
data and at the end of the five-year period will collect 
samples to determine if this cropping system impact-
ed soil health as well.  
 A project in Richardson County was conduct-
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the Pacific Rim. These organizations assist farmers with 
the process of transitioning from conventional farming to 
organic farming.  Probably one of the biggest require-
ments in organic farming is the record keeping required 
and a farm plan if you want to become certified.  
 So how many organic farmers are in Nebraska 
and what are their sales?  Data from 2016 indicates certi-
fied organic operations in Nebraska sold $96 million in 
organic products in 2016, up 33% from 2015, according 
to the 2016 Certified Organic Survey by the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture’s National Agricultural Statistics Ser-
vice.  The number of certified organic operations in Ne-
braska totaled 162, up 1% from last year, on 107,371 
acres. I believe the number of farmers and acres have 
increased in recent years based on the number of inquir-
ies about organic farming and farmers who have initiated 
the transition from conventional to organic farming. Prob-
ably the biggest questions about the conversion from 
conventional to organic crop production are: “How do you 
control weeds? How do you provide enough fertility so 
the crops can produce acceptable yields? and How do 
you market your crop to receive the organic premium?” 
These are three major questions that need to be ad-
dressed if you are going to be successful farming organi-
cally. Prior to becoming involved in Extension, I worked 
at ENREC (formerly ARDC) near Mead for 18 years and 
part of my job was a Research Technician, working on a 
project that compared an organic cropping system vs a 
conventional cropping system. One thing I learned in 
managing the organic cropping system was; timing is 
everything especially when it comes to weed control. Un-
fortunately when we have very wet field conditions, it can 
be a challenge controlling weeds. Now cover crops have 
shown to be a tool that a number of organic growers are 
using for weed control. Some producers are using a tool 
called the roller crimper to roll down cover crops of cereal 
rye or hairy vetch and plant into it.  These cover crops 
also use moisture so it is important to manage them ac-
cordingly to not dry out the soil too much. While some 
producers are doing different types of tillage for weed 
control; others are using weed flamers (propane) to con-
trol weeds. Weed flamer uses propane to kill weeds in 
organic crop production.  
 Farmers are using several strategies for weed 
control, including crop rotation in organic farming. As-
sume weed control is acceptable on an organic farm; 
what fertility program do organic farmers use? Some 
farmers use cover crops of legumes such as hairy vetch, 
winter peas or clovers that can provide nitrogen for a fol-
lowing corn crop. In Nebraska we are fortunate to have a 
strong livestock industry. There are a number of sources 
of manure/compost available as different sources of nutri-
ents from beef feedlots, dairy operations, swine facilities 
and poultry houses. These are excellent sources of nutri-
ents that can be used on organic farms. Companies also 
produce and market naturally occurring fertilizers; i.e. 
kelp, seaweed, fish meal, fish emulsions. Many of these 
products are foliar applied to crops or on the soil. Using 
these various sources of nutrients with diversified crop 
rotations along with cover crops help improve soil health. 
Some producers are including perennial crops in their 
rotation; i.e. alfalfa, perennial grasses and grass/alfalfa 
mix and grazing fields for four years before going back 
into a row crop. 

or Keith Glewen (402-624-8005) for specifics on the 
above. 
 If interested in conducting on-farm research, 
feel free to contact me as well, Gary Lesoing, Ex-
tension Educator in southeast Nebraska who is a 
member of the On-Farm Research Network.  You 
can reach me at (402) 274-9639 (cell) or (402) 274-
4755 (office) or glesoing2@unl.edu.  

 When commodity prices are low there is always 
more interest in organic farming. Around the turn of the 
century, 1999-2000, grain prices were low and a number 
of farmers showed interest into converting to organic 
farming. When conventional grain prices increased up to 
about $8.00/bu for corn and $17.00/bu for soybeans in 
August of 2012 interest in organic farming waned. Re-
cently on March 11

th
 with corn and soybean prices unsta-

ble and prices around $3.60 - $3.70/bu for corn and 
$8.20 - $8.50/bu for soybeans in the region for conven-
tional crops,  prices for organic corn on this date aver-
aged $8.18/bu and organic soybeans averaged $19.42; 
over twice the price of conventional crops. With this kind 
of potential for a large premium for organic grains, we 
held a workshop in January for farmers interested in tran-
sitioning to organic farming at University of Nebraska EN-
REC near Mead. We had over 110 people attend this 
event, having to limit participation.  
 Some people believe when you farm organically, 
you are going back to the way farming was before pesti-
cides and many fertilizers were developed, in the early 
1940’s. While organic farmers cannot use synthetic ferti-
lizers and pesticides on their farms, it has evolved to be 
much more complex now and the organic farmer has 
several tools and products they can use for crop produc-
tion. Currently there is a National Organic Standard 
(https://www.ccof.org/documents/nop-standards-manual) 
that farmers must follow if they want to become certified 
as an organic farmer. There is also the OMRI (Organic 
Materials Review Institute) list of products that are ap-
proved for use by organic producers. There are over 
7,500 products on this list today. Here is a link to this list, 
https://www.omri.org/omri-lists . Probably the main re-
quirement for being certified organic is that the land can-
not receive any synthetic inputs (fertilizers and pesti-
cides) on the soil for 36 months. Once this requirement is 
met the farm can be certified organic. There are a num-
ber of certifying agencies across the country, but there 
are two well know organic certifiers, right in Lincoln, Ne-
braska. OneCert, Inc. is a certifying agency in Lincoln 
and was started by Sam Welsch in 2003. They do certifi-
cations not only in the United States, but all over the 
world. Another organization based out of Lincoln is the 
Organic Crop Improvement Association (OCIA), Interna-
tional. This is a non-profit farmer owned and farmer-led 
organization that was formed in 1985. Today, OCIA is an 
industry leader and one of the world’s largest organic 
certification agencies. OCIA has thousands of members 
in North, Central and South America, Africa, Europe and 

Page 2  

The Nemaha County Extension program abides with the non-discrimination policies of the University of Nebraska-Lincoln and the United 

States Department of Agriculture. 

WHAT IS ORGANIC FARMING 

mailto:glesoing2@unl.edu
https://www.ccof.org/documents/nop-standards-manual
https://www.omri.org/omri-lists


 Many of you have seen past results from previ-
ous national farmer cover crop surveys funded by the 
USDA Sustainable Agriculture Research and Education 
(SARE) program and carried out by the Conservation 
Technology Information Center (CTIC).  American Seed 
Trade Association has also provided financial support of 
the survey in the last few iterations.  
 After taking a break from doing the survey the 
last two years, we are now once again sending out a na-
tional cover crop survey to farmers.  The survey ques-
tions are primarily geared to grain farmers but there are 
some questions specific to horticulture producers and a 
fair number of questions that any type of crop producer 
would find relevant.  Most questions are for farmers al-
ready using cover crops, but there are a few for farmers 
not yet using cover crops.  We are asking farmers to 
complete the online survey by April 12th. CTIC is provid-
ing some VISA gift cards on a random basis to farmers 
who complete the survey. 
 The survey link is https://bit.ly/CCSurvey2020. 
Please pass this information on to others you feel should 
complete this form.  

 In recent years there has been a lot of discussion 
and questions on which strategy is best for soybean 
farmers in Nebraska, planting in narrow rows or wide 
rows. Many farmers are using split-row planters, planting 
corn in 30” rows and soybeans in 15” rows. Some farm-
ers have converted their operations to 20” rows and plant 
both corn and soybeans in 20” rows and are having ex-
cellent results with this system. Other farmers are plant-
ing corn in 30” rows and drill their soybeans in narrow 
rows i.e. 7.5”, 10” or 15” rows. Farmers are using the sys-
tems that work best for their operation. Narrow row soy-
beans (15”rows) have canopy closure about 15 days be-
fore wide row soybeans (30”rows). This helps improve 
weed control and with canopy closure, the soybeans will 
intercept more sun light, grow faster and be more effi-
cient. This usually results in higher soybean yields. The 
exception is if there is a disease issue. Reports are white 
mold can be a bigger problem in narrow rows compared 
to wide row soybeans.    
  The University of Nebraska has conducted sev-
eral on-farm research experiments.   In 10 out of 11 On-
Farm Research Trials since 2015, soybeans planted in 
15” rows yielded greater than soybeans planted in 30” 
rows. Average yield increase over these 11 trials was 3.4 
bu/ac. These narrow row soybeans were also more prof-
itable. By using “Best Management Practices” of early 
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 The final piece to the puzzle is marketing organic 
crops. Scoular Grain has an organic division and they will 
purchase organic corn and soybeans. Some of the poul-
try houses in the region have organic production and are 
looking for organic grains as well. There are also individ-
ual organic livestock producers that may be looking for 
organic grains or alfalfa and some specialty food grade 
companies looking for organic grains. You should get a 
contract for your crop before you plant it if possible, 
sometimes it is best to contract a determined number of 
acres, rather than bushels.  The important thing is to in-
vestigate potential markets, develop a relationship and 
learn from other organic farmers. If you want to try organ-
ic farming, start small and convert part of your farm over 
a portion at a time and see if it is something you can 
make work.  The USDA also has a cost share program 
that will pay up to $750 of the organic certification cost. 
Check with your local USDA Service Center in regard to 
this. Here is a link to presenters and videos presented at 
our workshop in January. There is some good infor-
mation; A listing of speakers and topics can be found at: 
https://extension.unl.edu/statewide/enre/neborganicgrain
program/ . 
The video segments are located at the following  
link: https://enrec.unl.edu/2020-organic-grain-production-
presentation-videos/ .  
For information from Nebraska Extension about Organic 
Farming; go to: https://cropwatch.unl.edu/organic or con-
tact me at (402) 274-9639 (cell) or (402) 274-4755 
(office).       

 The 2020 University of Nebraska - Lincoln Cus-
tom Rates Survey will be wrapping up soon. If you pro-
vide custom hire services in Nebraska, please take time 
to complete the survey.  
 Here is the link to the online version of the sur-
vey:    go.unl.edu/custom-rates2020 
 The custom rates report generated from this mar-
ket rate survey is widely used by custom operators and 
producers seeking current pricing for services. The sur-
vey is only done every other year so it is important that 
we capture current information from survey participants 
now. The custom rates report will be published by mid-
year 2020. UNL only reports district and state rate aver-
ages and ranges. Individual data is kept confidential.   
 If you received a print copy of the survey and 
have sent it in already, thank you!  If not, please com-
plete either the print version and mail back or submit the 
online survey.   
 Glennis McClure, Extension Educator in Agricul-
tural Economics is the primary contact for the survey. Let 
her know if you have any questions or need to correct 
something that may have not recorded correctly online.  
Her contact is:  gmcclure3@unl.edu or 402.239.1992 
(cell).  If you know of someone that has recently started 
doing custom work and you do not believe received this 
message, please pass this along to them. If you have any 
other questions, feel free to contact Gary Lesoing at 
(402) 274-9639 (cell).  
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63 bu/ac for planting populations of 100,000, 125,000, 
150,000 and 175,000 seeds/ac respectively.  
 A summary of 14 irrigated soybean trials and 4 
non-irrigated trials from 2006-2017 show yields averaged 
67.7, 68.4, 68.7 and 69 bu/ac for 90, 120, 150 and 180 
thousand planted seeds/ac. In 2019 there were at least 
10 experiments that evaluated soybean planting rates 
through on-farm research. One project, which is a part of 
a multi-state project involved 6 sites across Nebraska in 
Cass, Saunders, Hamilton, Adams, Dawson and Lancas-
ter Counties. Planting populations evaluated in this pro-
ject were 80,000, 110,000, 140,000 and 170,000 seeds/
ac. Yields were generally non-significantly different on 
most sites and soybean yields were usually highest at 
either the 80,000 or 110,000 seeds/ac planting rate. On 
other experiments in 2019, the 90,000 and 120,000 seed-
ing rates/ac have yielded comparable to the higher seed-
ing rates of 150,000 or 160,000 seeds/ac. A research 
project evaluating lower soybean planting rates and other 
improved management practices indicated higher yields 
for soybeans planted at rates of 99,000 and 110,000 
seeds/ac. in Richardson County. This data shows that 
producers can save money by reducing soybean popula-
tions without affecting soybean yields.   
 To evaluate On-Farm Research Results go to: 
https://cropwatch.unl.edu/farmresearch/resultshome .  
Check with your local Extension Educator if you are inter-
ested in a hard copy of the 2019 On-Farm Research Re-
port. I have some as well at the Nemaha County Exten-
sion Office at 1824 ‘N’ St. in the courthouse in Auburn, 
NE. Demonstrations by seed companies have also con-
firmed the results of this research by several universities.   
If you have questions about any of this research, you can 
contact me at (402) 274-4755 (402) 274-9639 or gleso-
ing2@unl.edu.    

 It was an extremely challenging year for nitrogen 
management in 2019 in southeast Nebraska. There were 
several fields in southeast Nebraska that lost nitrogen 
through denitrification, nitrogen volatilization, nitrogen 
runoff or leaching. Many of these fields were nitrogen 
deficient by the end of the season if supplemental nitro-
gen was not applied to fields during the growing season. 
Thus resulted in much lower yields for most of these 
fields. 
In 2020 we have not received the high amount of snow 
and the cold and wet weather that we had in 2019. At 
least to date, we have not had flooding like in 2019. Field 
conditions have been much more favorable in 2020 this 
spring compared to last year, with reports that anhydrous 
is going on well this spring.   
 After all the rain that we received in 2019, it is 
important to know how much nitrogen is in the soil profile 
for the 2020 corn crop. If a soil test has not been con-
ducted this spring, you can still soil sample this spring pre
-plant or conduct a late spring soil nitrate test (LSNT) de-
veloped at Iowa State University when soil samples for 
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planting dates, lower soybean planting populations and 
planting in narrow rows, cost of production can be re-
duced with increased yields for higher profitability. If you 
have questions or yield reports about the different soy-
bean row spacings, feel free to call me at (402) 274-4755 
or (402) 274-9639 (cell) or email glesoing2@unl.edu .  

 With the high cost of soybean seed, the cost of 
seed is a significant input for soybean farmers.  While 
seeding rates for corn have been increasing, what about 
soybeans?  In previous articles, we have reported local 
observations on area farms in southeast Nebraska and 
on-farm research in Nebraska have indicated lower soy-
bean planting populations may be comparable in yield to 
higher planting populations that have been used for sev-
eral years. Over 10 years ago I reported on research 
conducted in south central Nebraska with the Greater 
Quad County Research Group that conducted on-farm 
trials under irrigation and dryland. They reported 65.9 bu/
ac for a 90,000 planted population compared to 68.6 bu/
ac for the 180,000 planted population in a Fillmore Coun-
ty irrigated study. Back in 2007, the Quad County Re-
search Group conducted 7 trails in 5 counties (Fillmore, 
Seward, Hamilton Clay and York), with planting rates of 
90,000, 120,000, 150,000 and 180, 000 seeds per acre.  
In 5 irrigated fields, yields ranged from 59.4 bu/acre at a 
seeding rate of 90,000 seeds per acre to 60.2 bu/acre at 
a seeding rate of 180,000 seeds per acre.  In 2007 there 
were no significant differences in soybean yields in plots 
planted at 90,000, 120,000, 150,000 and 180,000 seeds 
per acre.  The past few years in the Nemaha County ar-
ea, several area farmers have cut their seeding rates 
down to 140,000 seeds/ac and as low as 130,000 seeds/
ac with consistently excellent soybean yields.  
 In recent years the Nebraska On-Farm Research 
Network has continued to conduct research on soybean 
planting populations under both dryland and irrigated 
conditions. Results are very consistent in showing soy-
bean yields are similar for planting populations of about 
120,000 to 180,000 seeds/acre. With similar yields, profit-
ability is numerically higher, sometimes significantly high-
er for the lower planting populations. In reviewing the re-
sults from previous years’ On-Farm Research Network, 
soybean planting populations have been contrasted and 
compared from planting populations as low as 80,000 to 
180,000 seeds/acre, with consistently similar yields within 
2-3 bu/ac and marginal net returns trending higher for the 
lower planting populations. In data from 2016 in Saun-
ders County, for planting populations of  90, 120, 150 and 
180 thousand seeds/ac, soybeans yields ranged from 71-
72 bu.ac for irrigated soybeans and 66-67 bu/ac for dry-
land or rainfed soybeans respectively. In a non-irrigated 
experiment in Richardson County in 2016, soybeans 
yielded 66, 67, 68 and 68 bu/ac for 116,130, 160 and 185 
thousands seeds./ac planting populations. In 2018 an 
irrigated field in Saunders County reported 65,64, 62 and 
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that test are collected when corn is six to twelve inches in 
height. This test was developed for Iowa soils. The LSNT 
has been well-validated for medium and fine texture soils, 
but it is not expected to work well for sandy soil. You can 
find details about conducting this (LSNT)soil test at; 
https://cropwatch.unl.edu/2019/season-nitrogen-
management-corn-2019 .  If corn is going to be planted 
following corn this spring, it is important to get a soil ni-
trate test to see how much nitrogen is in the soil profile 
for this year’s crop. 
 After last year’s challenges, and several fields 
with N losses it is important to know your fields and soils 
well, give credit for previous legume crop nitrogen 
(soybean, alfalfa or clover), any manure application or 
impact of previous cover crops on subsequent corn crop. 
If you have a cover crop of rye growing this spring, it is 
important to manage it and make sure corn has sufficient 
nitrogen early in the growing season, as the cover crop 
can tie up nitrogen after it has been terminated. Applica-
tion of at least 30 lbs. N/ac additional fertilizer at planting 
will usually off-set this N tie-up and reduce any yield drag 
from the cover crop.  
 There are also tools available to monitor nitrogen 
(N) status of crops. Nitrogen sensors can be used in 
drones, high-clearance rigs, or hand-held devices to de-
termine how much in-season N may be needed following 
a wet spring. I actually have a type of hand-held N sen-
sor, the “Green Seeker” available to use in my office. If 
you have questions or want a demonstration of the 
“Green Seeker” feel free to contact me at (402) 274-
4755.  
 Many people are applying lower rates of nitrogen 
pre-plant and applying the remainder of nitrogen using in-
season nitrogen applications. Nitrogen can be side-
dressed with anhydrous ammonia, liquid ammonium ni-
trate, ammonium sulfate and urea. Fertilizer can be in-
jected as a gas or liquid or applied as dry fertilizer over 
the top with high clearance spreaders earlier in the grow-
ing season. Later in the growing season dry fertilizer can 
be applied with an airplane, sprayed on as a liquid with a 
high clearance sprayer or dribbled on through tubes be-
tween corn-rows or applied as a liquid through a center 
pivot irrigation system. By using split applications of nitro-
gen, many farmers are getting better nitrogen-use effi-
ciency and saving fertilizer by using this nitrogen man-
agement strategy. If conditions continue to remain wet 
this spring and nitrogen is unable to be applied pre-plant, 
you may want to consider controlling weeds and getting 
your corn planted, both in a timely matter and applying 
fertilizer at planting and during the growing season if that 
is a viable option.  Look through the research conducted 
through the Nebraska Extension On-Farm Research Pro-
gram to evaluate N Fertilizer Management Experiments 
at: https://cropwatch.unl.edu/on-farm-research . If you 
have other question about fertilizer management in 2020, 
soil sampling or soil nitrogen tests you can contact me at 
402-274-4755, 402-274-9639 (cell) or gleso-
ing2@unl.edu .    
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lenging as the winter and spring of 2019, spring is here, 
temperatures are warming up and weeds are beginning 
to grow. With the rain we received last fall since last 
growing season, very few if any fields were sprayed last 
fall for control of winter annuals. With no herbicide down 
last fall and moisture, it will provide ideal growing condi-
tions for weeds. Keep an eye out for weeds beginning to 
grow in your crop fields. Weed control will be extremely 
important this spring, especially where there were previ-
ous issues with marestail or other winter annuals. Cover 
crop acres were reduced due to the wet weather last fall 
as well. Cover crops, especially cereal rye has been an 
excellent strategy for suppression of marestail. It is im-
portant to control marestail early this spring, prior to the 
plant bolting (shooting a stem). It will really be challeng-
ing controlling marestail if it bolts and is glyphosate-
resistant, which the majority of it is. Check the 2020 Uni-
versity of Nebraska Weed Management Guide for best 
herbicides to use for control with your weed problems. In 
pastures, if you were not able to control weeds last fall, 
check your pastures for musk thistle.  If we receive some 
rain and it is too wet to do field work, you still may be 
able to spray your pastures. The early season treatment 
of musk thistles in particular is critical for effective control.  
Musk thistle is a noxious weed in Nebraska, meaning it is 
unlawful to let it grow on your property without attempting 
to control it.  The best time for controlling musk thistle is 
when it is just starting to grow, in the rosette stage.  Once 
thistles start to bolt or shoot up a stem or stalk, it is much 
more difficult to control them.  There are several herbi-
cides that work well on musk thistle and other pasture 
weeds, such as: 2,4–D ester, 2,4-D ester plus Banvel, 
Grazon P & D, Ally, Transline, Redeem R&P and Over-
drive.  Another weed we have had issues with the past 
couple of years in southeast Nebraska is poison hem-
lock. I just saw some poison hemlock in the rosette stage 
this weekend. I have not seen too much of it yet, but it is 
key to controlling this weed as it can cause livestock 
deaths.  Finally some of us may have weeds in our lawns 
or around our yards. Most of these are just getting started 
to grow or have not yet germinated. You have time to 
control these weeds now and in the next few weeks for 
the warm-season weeds. Information on broadleaf weed 
control in home lawns can be found online at: 
https://turf.unl.edu/NebGuides/BDLVcontrol2011b.pdf.  
Information on crabgrass control can be found online at:  
https://turf.unl.edu/NebGuides/Crabgrasscontrolhomelaw
n2010b.pdf.   
If you have other questions, feel free to contact me at the 
Nemaha County Extension office at (402) 274-4755, 
(402) 274-9639 or glesoing2@unl.edu.     
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  Contact: 
       Nebraska Extension—Nemaha County 
       1824 N Street, Suite 102 
       Auburn NE  68305 
       Phone:  402-274-4755 

 

  Extension Educator: Gary Lesoing, Unit Leader 
        glesoing2@unl.edu 
 

  Website:  www.nemaha.unl.edu 

Help us save postage & paper . . . If you would prefer to receive 
this newsletter electronically, please let us know by calling (402) 
274-4755 or emailing nemaha-county@unl.edu.  If you do not 
want to receive the newsletter at all, please let us know.    

Thank you 
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