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While some soybeans have been planted, there are still thousands of acres to be planted in the region.  
The cool, wet environmental conditions we have experienced recently had me thinking of potential 
disease problems this may cause in seedling soybeans. If the current wet and cool conditions continue, 
soybean seed treatment fungicides may be a good choice in 2016. 
 
Pythium and Phytophthora are two very common seedling diseases affecting soybeans in Nebraska. Of 
the two soybean diseases favored by wet conditions, Pythium is the most common and occurs in cooler 
soils, so earlier planted soybeans are generally more at risk if not protected with a seed treatment.  
Warmer conditions favor Phytophthora, but it is also present now.  The problem with managing any 
seedling disease is that you need to select the appropriate fungicide treatment before you put the seed in 
the ground.  Consider the following factors and if you have any of these conditions, use a seed treatment 
fungicide for your soybeans: 
 

1) Field History of Seedling / Emergence Problems. Ideally you have identified the disease and can 
match the correct treatment. If not, use a good combination product.  

2) Cool, wet soils are conducive to the development poor stands.  No-till fields will have cool soils 
later in the season than fields receiving some tillage.  These will more commonly have seedling 
disease problems. 

3) Phytophthora History. Fields with a history of Phytophthora will need additional metalaxyl or 
mefenoxam treatment.  Even with resistant varieties a seed treatment for Phytophthora is 
recommended which will favor Pythium and in some instances and you may have purchased the 
correct resistance source.  Most seed companies offer a standard treatment, but in many instances 
this will not be sufficient for a field with Phytophthora.  Based on your field history, if you know 
the disease you are trying to control, check with your seed salesman to ensure that you have a 
good match in your fungicide.  Here is a link to a 2015 article from 
CropWatch:  http://cropwatch.unl.edu/early-soybean-diseases and other resources on soybean 
diseases:  http://cropwatch.unl.edu/plantdisease/soybean. 

 
With the current environmental conditions we are experiencing, seedling corn could be affected by 
diseases as well.  Many fields in the region are under saturated soil conditions, which can favor 
development of seedling diseases in corn.  Seedling diseases can be caused by any of several common 
soilborne organisms, such as Pythium, Fusarium, Rhizoctonia or plant parasitic nematodes. Seedling 
diseases are often difficult to diagnose because their symptoms are very similar.  The key is to monitor 
your stands, so a reduction in corn stand will not affect your corn grain yields next fall.  If stands are 
reduced significantly, replanting may be warranted depending upon your stand and how late it is.  If a 
disease is identified and you replant, some fungicides are labeled for use in the furrow and may provide 
added protection for the pathogens in the field.  More research is needed to determine if there is an 
economic benefit of added fungicides in the furrow.  Here is a link to a 2015 CropWatch article on 
seedling diseases in corn: http://cropwatch.unl.edu/corn-seedling-diseases-2015.  
 
Also be aware of potential insect problems in corn.  Just because a hybrid has a trait for some insect 
resistance, doesn’t mean it will control the insect you have in your field.  Different species of cutworms, 
wireworms and grubs can cause significant damage in seedling corn if insect populations are high enough. 
This link to a 2015 CropWatch article will provide more information on insects in seedling 
corn  http://cropwatch.unl.edu/early-corn-insect-scouting-may-2015.   If you have specific questions, you 
can contact me at (402) 274-4755 or glesoing2@unl.edu.   
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SOYBEAN DISEASES COULD BE AN ISSUE IN 2016; 
SCOUT CORN FOR DISEASES AND INSECTS TOO! 
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