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There have been a number of reports of high populations of grasshoppers, particularly the small 

grasshopper nymphs in southeast Nebraska the last couple of weeks. There have been a few 

producers that have had to replant soybeans that were planted into rye cover crop fields in southeast 

Nebraska.  These fields had very high populations of grasshoppers.  While we have been fortunate 

to receive some good rains and cooler weather in recent weeks, we are moving into summer 

months. Conditions can change rapidly and the weather can become dry and hot, an ideal 

environment for grasshoppers.  While grasshoppers have not been a major problem, they can cause 

extensive damage at high populations if left uncontrolled.  Grasshoppers can clip the silks of corn 

which will impact corn yields.  As corn matures and goes into its reproductive stage, be diligent in 

scouting your corn crop for grasshoppers.  Soybeans can withstand some defoliation without yield 

loss.   The biggest concern is grasshoppers feeding on the pods or else clipping the pods off the 

soybeans.  This is why we must be aware of grasshoppers throughout the whole summer.  With 

the early rains we have received this spring, there is plenty of vegetation along the roadsides and 

ditches which will provide feed for the grasshoppers.  If populations are high, sometimes just a 

border treatment along the edge of a field or in ditches will provide sufficient control. 

 

So when do we spray for grasshoppers? How densely populated do they need to be before we apply 

an insecticide for control?  A grasshopper population of 20-40 per square yard along a field border 

or 8-14 within a field would probably warrant treatment.  If there were over 40 per square yard 

along the field border or 15 or more within the field, treatment with an insecticide is recommended.  

Unless you have extensive crop defoliation and grasshopper numbers are high within the field 

already, border or crop margin treatments should provide adequate control.  A border treatment 

150 feet beyond the crop edge should be adequate in most situations.  Using insecticides with the 

longest residual activity will be the most effective, but under heavy infestations, multiple border 

treatments may be required.  Insecticides labeled for use for grasshoppers on corn and soybeans 

include: Sevin, Lorsban 4E, Baythroid 2, Asana XL, Warrior, and Mustang.  The UNL publication 

NF328 “A Guide to Grasshopper Control in Cropland” provides information on scouting for and 

treating grasshoppers.  If you have questions on this issue or other subjects in agronomy feel free 

to contact me at (402) 274-4755.             
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CHECK OUT FIELDS FOR GRASSHOPPERS 

 

 


