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As we move into the “Dog Days of Summer” be alert to the risk of potential insect pests in 

soybeans. While I haven’t seen too many grasshoppers to date, you need to continue to scout for 

infestations, especially along field borders if it gets hot and dry later in the summer for an extended 

period of time. Treat heavy infestations before they inflict an economic loss to your soybeans.  

Here is a link to a NebGuide on grasshoppers in crops; 

http://extensionpublications.unl.edu/assets/html/g1627/build/g1627.htm . If conditions do remain 

dry this summer, another pest that shows up in soybeans could be the two-spotted spider mite.  Dry 

conditions magnify the impact of spider mites, and the late-planted soybeans will be impacted 

more. For more information about the impact and treatment of spider mites in crops, view this 

article archived from CropWatch in 2016, http://cropwatch.unl.edu/2016/managing-spider-mites-

corn-and-sobyean.  

 

The bean leaf beetle is another pest that sometimes can cause economic damage to soybeans here 

in southeast Nebraska. If populations across a field average 3 beetles or more per sweep consider 

an insecticide treatment.  If the bean leaf beetle population is below this level, scout the field five 

days later.  Injury to the soybeans usually occurs when beetles are feeding on the pods.  I have not 

seen or heard of any reports of high populations in southeast Nebraska, but we can have high 

populations of bean leaf beetles later in the growing season. If populations are high during the 

reproductive stage, chemical treatment may be required to prevent economic loss.  For information 

on treatment of bean leaf beetle, go to: http://cropwatch.unl.edu/archive/-

/asset_publisher/VHeSpfv0Agju/content/1185519.  

 

I have discussed the painted lady butterfly and the thistle caterpillar in a previous article. A number 

of farmers treated fields in 2019. If populations of a second generation of the painted lady butterfly 

are high, it may result in the need for treatment in soybeans later in the growing season, probably 

in August. Treatment thresholds are 20% defoliation for soybeans in the reproductive stage.  

 

In 2011, we were invaded by an unusually looking caterpillar that caused some significant crop 

damage to soybeans late in the summer.  The silver spotted skipper caused defoliation of soybeans 

in a number of fields.  A few fields were almost completely defoliated by very high populations 

of this caterpillar.  Some producers treated fields with insecticides, while others decided not to 

treat. I have not heard of any high numbers causing problems this year yet.  The caterpillar has a 

yellow body, narrow neck and brown head with orange eyespots.  It was very unusual looking, 

almost like some creature from outer space.  These caterpillars come from eggs laid by a butterfly 

that has brownish-black wings with white spots on the underside of the wings.  In 2011 we had 

thousands of these butterflies in the area with several questions about them.  

 

A couple of pests that are showing up in southeast Nebraska are the Soybean Stem Borer and the 

Soybean Gall Midge. Unfortunately once they infest the soybean plant, there is no insecticide 

available for control. For the stem borer, if it is identified in a field, harvest this field early to 

reduce the impact of lodging and yield loss from the stem borer. Here is a guide to soybean stem 

borers, with recommendations on management;  

http://extensionpublications.unl.edu/assets/pdf/g2082.pdf . There are areas along the Kansas 
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border in Nebraska border counties with infestations of this pest and outbreaks have also been 

found in Otoe County.  

 

I have previously mentioned the soybean gall midge in a publication. While this pest has been 

found in counties of southeast Nebraska, infestations have been worse in Cass and Saunders 

counties, but showing up in locations of Lancaster and Otoe counties as well. To find out more 

about the soybean gall midge, go to: https://cropwatch.unl.edu/2018/orange-gall-midge-soybeans 

.    

If you have questions concerning any insect pest, contact me at the Nemaha County Extension 

office at (402) 274-4755.           
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