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The weather we have experienced this spring has caused several challenges for farmers this 
spring.  Now it is predicted to get very hot toward the end of this week.  First it is very important 
to take care of yourself when we have hot conditions like they are predicting.  Always drink plenty 
of water and avoid being becoming over heated when working in these conditions.  Since we have 
not had many days of hot weather our bodies have not adjusted to these conditions yet, so be 
careful!  For those of you that have livestock and/or poultry make sure you provide them with 
water, shade and whatever it takes to keep the animals cool. Whenever we have spikes in summer 
temperatures with high humidity, we have dangerous heat indexes and the risk of losing livestock 
under these conditions. Be prepared for this heat wave!   

 

As far as crops, there are problems that have shown up recently in several corn fields in 
southeast Nebraska.  We have seen some seedling diseases showing up, causing some stand loss.   
This has been confirmed as Pythium Damping Off.  While stands have been reduced, in general 
there is not enough stand loss to warrant replanting. For soybeans, it is important to scout fields 
for diseases, insects and crop stands.  With many of the soybeans planted later, soils have dried 
out more and risk of seedling disease has decreased.  There are definitely exceptions especially in 
bottom fields in the region that have been flooded.  Soybeans have an excellent ability to 
compensate when there are thin stands, but under these situations weed control is very important 
to reduce the potential competition from weeds.  

 

Right now the important thing is to control weeds before they get ahead of your corn or 
soybeans.  Remember to follow label directions and apply enough herbicide to control the size of 
weeds you are targeting. Be aware of possible herbicide resistant weeds in your fields and if 
required use alternative herbicides to control these weeds.  The key is to keep these weeds from 
going to seed.  Finally be aware of potential drift issues.  This year we have had more problems 
with drift than in previous years.  Check on-line at www.driftwatch.org for grape, fruit or vegetable 
growers that have registered their crops in the area.  It is important to be a good neighbor. 
 

This past week has been excellent for farmers to complete harvest of alfalfa.  While I have 
not heard of any problems with insects, it is always important to watch out for potential problems. 
In the past we have had infestations of potato leafhoppers (PLH) in alfalfa fields throughout the 
summer.  It is important to monitor your fields for potato leafhopper and treat fields if population 
levels warrant it.  If you have feeding damage on alfalfa from potato leaf hoppers, it is 
characterized by a wedge-shaped yellow or sometimes purple area formed on the leaf tips known 
as hopper burn.  The leafhoppers inject a toxin into the plant as they feed and can cause severe 
damage to alfalfa, especially in seedling alfalfa. 

 

Potato leafhoppers are 1/8 inch long or less, bright green, wedge-shaped insects.  First year 
spring planted alfalfa fields and fields planted last year are particularly attractive to and vulnerable 
to potato leafhoppers.  Older fields can also be affected.  Some of the newer developed alfalfa 
varieties have resistance to potato leafhoppers, which protects them fairly well.  Seedling alfalfa 
still may be damaged and all fields should be scouted as large numbers of leafhoppers may cause 
problems. 
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If you have questions about any of these issues feel free to contact me at University of 
Nebraska Extension in Nemaha County at 1824 ‘N’ St., in the lower level of the courthouse in 
Auburn (402) 274-4755.       
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