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Dividing Perennials  By Kathy Hayes, Pierce County Master Gardener 

Everyone wants a perennial landscape with mature, vigorous plants.  It’s what most gardeners aim  for when selecting peren-
nials.  For a few years, most plants look their best, but then they start to become  overgrown and lackluster.  Dividing plants 
and flowers is an easy way to help them maintain their vigor. Also, it’s a nice way to add more flowers to another bed or share 
with friends and family. 
 
Sometimes gardeners wait too long to divide their perennials because they’re not sure it’s the right time  of the year.  Usually 
spring and fall are the best seasons, but I’ve been known to give someone a plant in the middle of summer, if they promise to 
water it well.  Peonies should be divided in either April or September.  I was told that by a friend that they should be divided in 
a month with an “r” in it.   With fall almost upon us,  it’s time to think about dividing those plants.  The cooler days and the 
still warm soil, it’s a perfect time to divide them.  If a plant is still going to bloom, I would wait till spring to divide it.  Most 
ornamental grasses need to be divided in the spring. 
 
How do you decide when to divide a plant? 
 

•  Does the plant look crowded? 
 

•  Does the center of the perennial seem woody or dry? 
 

• Were flowers smaller or less prolific this past season? 
 

• In the case of iris, are the rhizomes on top of each other? 
 
If the answers to these questions were yes, it’s probably a good idea to divide. 
 
Carefully dig around the primary root ball of the plant to remove it in its entirety.  Depending on the variety of the plant, the 
plant may divide naturally or you might need to use a sharp knife or spade to cut the plant into sections.  In either case, be 
sure to remove all the unhealthy parts of the plant--especially those woody centers.   As long as each division has several 
good roots and some healthy foliage, the plant should take well to being divided.    The foliage should be cut back to 1” on 
peonies, 5-6” on daylilies, and about 5” on iris.  Also on iris, I cut the roots back to the width of my hand.  While the plant is 
out of the ground, take the time to amend the soil with some compost or some other nutrients. Replant the plant where the 
older plant was and water well.  As the roots begin to establish themselves, the plant begins to perk up.   Peonies need to 
have 2-3 eyes when you’re transplanting them.  The eyes need only ½”-1” of soil on them. You won’t see foliage this fall on 
the Asiatic lilies or peonies, but next spring you should see the new foliage begin to emerge.   I also like to mulch the newly 
planted plants with some leaves and/ or grass the first fall.  It helps them adjust through the fall and winter. 

 
Dividing perennials rewards you with healthier, more vigorous performance from your favorite varieties. 
 
 Have fun with it and enjoy the extra plants that you can get from dividing your plants. 

 

This is sort of a follow up from my Norfolk Daily News 

garden column on hardy hibiscus. One of the varieties 

I wrote about is called Robert Fleming, which was 

developed by the Fleming family in Lincoln Nebraska. 

I ordered this itty-bitty 4 inch plant in April. Today it 

has reached its mature height of 36 inches. The buds 

which are nearly black in color, open up to a deep 

cranberry bloom that is tinged ever so faintly in black. 

I tried it, I like it and thought others might also. 

Hardy Hibiscus By Beverly McClure, Cuming County Master Gardener 

Hibiscus Flower from Beverly’s Garden 
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What Have I Learned This Year?    

By Karen Zierke, Pierce County Master Gardener 

What an unusual year we have been experiencing - beginning with the wintery winter and then a wet summer.  Everything is lush 
and green even late into August.  Most of the flowers have flourished with the high humidity and rains.  It also produces huge mos-
quitoes in swarms!  My main vegetable garden has been ‘over-blessed’ with moisture.  I really wonder if it doesn’t sit on an under-
ground spring!   

What have I learned this year?   

⇒ Potatoes, radish, broccoli, will not grow in soggy wet ground.   

⇒ Butternut squash didn’t even come up whereas acorn squash are doing OK.   

⇒ Watermelon plants look yellow and have poor quality of vines but the muskmelons seemed to 
tolerate the excess moisture.   

⇒ It takes more than wet soil to stop the crook-neck squash from producing but the zucchini are 
more particular.   

⇒ A few pumpkin vines are thriving.   

⇒ And then the tomatoes-- so sad--the ones that survived have very little root system and have not grown much since mid 
June. The survivors are not strong healthy plants and thus are more susceptible to diseases and bugs.  The few tomatoes 
I’ve had are small but eatable.  

⇒ My strawberry plants seemed to thrive, but the berries are not too desirable when floating in water.   

⇒ Asparagus plants keep right on growing but the rhubarb didn’t survive.  

⇒ Several times I thought the cucumbers would die, but most of them keep right on producing.  I did find the ‘General Lee’ 
variety has long since disappeared. 

⇒ A couple years ago, I experimented by planting potatoes on July 4, this year I tried planting some on July 28 during a 
‘semi-dry’ week.  They didn’t even come up! 

⇒ The sweet corn is doing great and the sweet potatoes look good but I haven’t tried to dig any yet.  Yes, I learned the im-
portance of having well-drained soil in case you have a summer where you receive over 20 inches of rain in about 8 weeks.    

This report is only of my own experience in gardening the summer of 2010. What did you learn?? 

Book Reviews   By Jane Rhebb, Madison County Master Gardener 

Animal, Vegetable,  
Miracle  
A Year of Food Life  

Written by Barbara  
Kingsolver with Steven Hopp 
and Camille Kingsolver  
 

ISBN: 0060852569  

This summer I found myself immersed in a 
book I had been curious about for a couple years. The timing was 
good since I was at home for the summer and my growing interest 
in organic gardening, sustainable farming and people eating more 
locally grown food. I think there is a real difference in real food and 
industrial food.   

Barbara Kingsolver is a best selling author, including the novels 
Poisonwood Bible and The Bean Trees.  Upon moving permanently 
to their farm in the Appalachians, her family vowed that for one 
year they’d only buy food raised in their own neighborhood, grow it 
themselves, or learn to live without it.  Animal, Vegetable, Mira-
cle is a poetic narrative journaling each month’s experiences.   

Her husband adds sideline factual information. Daughter Camille 
adds a personal essay at the end of each chapter along with sea-
sonal recipes. Third-grade Lily starts an egg and poultry business.  

 

Another book that I ordered has complimented the idea of seasonal 
local food. 

 

 
Serving Up the Harvest  
Celebrating the Goodness 
of Fresh Vegetables  

Written by Andrea Chesman  
 

ISBN: 1580176631  

175 simple seasonal recipes focusing on the unique flavor and tex-
ture of each vegetable. 

 

 

Have you read a good gardening book lately and would recommend 
it to others?  Please send information and a review to Pam for next 
Green Patch edition. 
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Job’s Tears   By Jane Rhebb, Madison County Master Gardener 
 Coix lacryma-jobi    Poaceae (grass family) 
  “A wild grass that produces nature’s most perfect bead” 

Awhile back, a mother from South Dakota had mentioned that her friend makes rosaries from a bead that came from a plant called Job’s 
Tears.  When scanning my garden catalogs late winter, I came across seeds I could order from Baker Creek Heirloom Seeds.  I planted the 

seeds in the spring and am beginning to pick the “beads” now.  I am not sure what I will 
make out of them, but if anyone would like a few, let me know.  

This unique grass-like plant is native to East 
Asia and is an easy to grow annual in temper-
ate climates. The ma-yuen species is har-
vested as a cereal crop and used medicinally 
in parts of Asia.   

The common name, Job’s Tears, refers to the 
droplet-shaped, pearly grayish white “beads” 
and to the Biblical man of the Old Testament 
who endured great suffering.   

There is a natural hole through the middle of 
the naturally polished seed which is actually a 
little shell containing the flower and grains.  

Sprays of plant can be cut and dried for indoor bouquets.  Beads can be dyed and strung with 
dental floss.  

I will plan to grow this interesting plant again next year and look forward to sharing more 
unique plant ideas again. 

 As leaves fall from trees and gardens begin to dry up, there will be many organic materials on the ground this autumn. Instead of 
sweeping these into bags and hauling them off to the landfill, turn them into nutrient-rich compost that can be used in gardens next spring. 

 Compost is a mixture of decomposed plant materials and other organic waste that can help sandy soils retain more water, improve 
the aeration of clay soils and provide plant nutrients. Composting is a great way to recycle garden waste and reduce the money spent on 
trash disposal and store-bought fertilizer. Decomposition can take one month to two years, depending on how actively the pile is managed.  

 Yard waste like leaves, grass clippings and plant trimmings can be composted, as well as kitchen waste like vegetable scraps, coffee 
grounds and egg scraps. Meat, bones, grease, eggs and dairy products should not be composted because they can attract rodents. Do not add 
diseased weeds or plants either. Branches and twigs larger than one-quarter inch in diameter should be 
put through a shredder or chipper before composting. 

 Compost piles can be made using a variety of structures, but the pile must be large enough 
to hold heat and small enough to admit air to its center. Ideally, each pile should be 3 to 5 feet tall 
and wide.    

 To build a compost pile, set 4 to 6 inches of chopped brush or coarse material over the soil. 
This allows air to circulate underneath the pile. Add a three to four inch layer of damp, low-carbon 
(green colored) organic material, such as grass clippings, on top. Follow this with a 4 to 6 inch layer 
of high-carbon (brown colored) organic material. Both of these layers should be damp, so add water 
if necessary. Finally, add a 1-inch layer of garden soil or finished compost. This last layer introduces 
the microorganisms needed to break down the organic matter. Mix these layers together and then add more materials to the pile in additional 
layers. 

 For the quickest decomposition, remix the pile about once a week. Move materials previously on the top and sides of the pile to the 
center. Add water as needed to keep the pile damp. The temperature will quickly reach more than 100 degrees Fahrenheit, but the pile will 
eventually cool off and decrease to about one-third of its original volume. The compost will be dark, crumbly and earthy smelling.  

 Passive compost piles can be allowed to sit undisturbed and will decompose slowly. Additional materials can be added to the top as 
needed. Completed compost may be removed from the bottom of the pile and used even if the rest of the pile is not completely decomposed. 

 When mixing compost in with soil, 10 percent compost is considered the minimum, 30 percent the optimum and 50 percent the 
maximum. 

Turn Autumn Leaves into Compost   By Sarah Browning, Extension Educator 

Composting is a great way 

to recycle garden waste 

and reduce the money 

spent on trash disposal 

and store-bought fertilizer. 
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2010 Summer Garden Tours 

By Deb Daehnke, Wayne County Master Gardener   

Grass Andropogon gerardii     

   an-dro-POH-gon     ger AR dee eye 

   Common name is big bluestem.  It is a tall, clump forming 
prairie grass.  The inflorescence resembles a turkey foot. 

Tree    Juniperus virginiana ‘Taylor’  

 jew NIP er us    vir gin ee AN uh 

   Taylor Juniper is a variation of the Eastern red cedar discov-
ered near Taylor NE in 1978.  It grows narrow and upright – 25’ 
tall by 3’ wide. 

Annual   Nicotiana sylvestris   

 nih ko she AH na     sil VESS tris 

   Commonly known as flowering tobacco, this is a tall fragrant 
annual with tubular-shaped flowers.  It has large green leaves. 

Herb Salvia officinalis     

 Sal vee uh    oh fiss ih NAH lis 

   This is an herb grown for both its medicinal and culinary uses. 

LATIN  
          IN THE GARDEN 

This is a new feature in The Green Patch that will focus on 
the Latin terms and pronunciations we use for common 
trees/shrubs, grasses, flowers, and herbs.  The phonetic 
pronunciation of the Latin names will be included as well as 
a short description of the plant.  

There can be many different common names of plants.  
When we need specific information, we may need the Latin 
name to help us find the plant we are really looking for.  If 
you think Latin is intimidating, don’t worry.  Many others 
feel the same way.  However, as you become more accus-
tomed to using Latin words, they really do become much 
easier.  Just pronounce it with confidence and it will sound 
just fine. 

Photos taken by 

Mary Pat Finn-Hoag 

Lincoln Bus Tour   By Vicky Hingst, Dixon County Master Gardener 

What a fun group and time was had by all!  48 persons boarded the bus on July 15th to 
tour the Sunken Garden and Rose Garden in Lincoln.  Two more persons joined us for 
lunch at the Governor's Mansion.  It was a lovely luncheon in addition to tours of the 
home and self guided tour of the grounds.  Campbell Nursery provided us with a dis-
count on products.  We stopped at a Dairy Queen on the way home.  We were very 
pleased with the day and vowed to keep on enjoying each other's company next year!  



Page 5 Wayne Garden Tour   By Deb Daehnke, Wayne County Master Gardener 

Northeast Nebraska Master Gardeners held a garden walk in Wayne 
on July 19.  Although it was hot and humid, we toured four small 
gardens in Wayne and an acreage garden south of Wayne.  Even the 
mosquitoes stayed at bay until we completed the walk.  The expres-
sion “big things come in small packages” was evident in the four 
gardens in town.   There was so much packed into each one of 
them. 

Our initial stop was at the home of Bonnie and Mike Fluent.  Their 
yard showcased an array of perennials, trees and sculpture.  The 
summer colors were outstanding, and interspersed with all the won-

derful plant colors 
were Mike’s metal 
designs.   An accom-
plished sculpture, 
his pieces high-
lighted a wonderful 
garden.  There were 
areas for both sun 
and shade plants 
and a shady patio 

area behind the house.  There 
was also a wonderful seating 
area next to Mike’s studio that 
had an above ground fire pit.  
Although certainly too warm to 
use that day, I envy their abil-
ity to have it for cool fall 
nights.  On the corner of their 
property was a beautiful four 
seasons sculpture with plants 
twining between the four pan-
els. We were also able to view 
Mike’s portfolio of sculptor he 
has designed. 

We then moved on to the home of Linda and Wayne Anderson.  
Linda seems to have a passion for daylilies and it was evident with 
the beautiful varieties 
she had displayed.  
She has taken great 
pains to label her 
plants, so it was easy 
to take notes of plants 
to try.  And as most 
gardeners will tell you, 
when they see some-
thing they are unfamil-

iar with, they always ask and Linda’s 
labels were appreciated.  Lining the 
east side of their property was a 
wooden fence where she had created 
an intimate seating area.  The prop-

erty also had a cozy patio area, small potting shed, and a central 
water feature.  It was a garden that encouraged you to sit down, 
relax, and enjoy the garden. 

Julie Cull’s patio garden was next.  It was amazing how much was 
packed into a small patio area without making it feel crowded or 
disorganized.  She had a delightful potting shed housing a sink and 
many other garden “necessities” to make her gardening much eas-
ier.  There were fabulous large containers holding a variety of differ-

ent plants, both an-
nuals and perennials.  
She had placed col-
ored glass pebbles on 
the top of the soil in 
some pots, accentu-
ating the bright foli-
age colors.  There 
was a wonderful area 
to sit and relax and a 
tiered fountain next 
to this area. 

Moving on, we visited the sunny gar-
den of Dave and Connie Stuthman.  
Located on a corner lot adjacent to 
open fields, it had a wide array of 
summer perennials in bloom.  Ar-
ranged around the garden perimeter 
was an assortment of posts, gates, 
and frames which created architec-
tural interest.  This garden has so much color during the year you 
can’t miss it as you drive by.  Although mostly a sun garden, there 
were a few areas along the house for shade plants, and a small but 
cozy patio on the 
northeast corner.  
The east side of 
t h e  g a r d e n 
sported some 
beautiful cannas.  
The Stuthman’s 
property and 
Dave’s place of 
employment are 
separated by a 
small field.  He 
has the good for-
tune to have a 
p a t h  m o w e d 
through the field 
allowing him a 
shortcut to work each day. 

Our last stop was the acreage garden of Deb and Mic Daehnke.  
Lawn and gardens encompass about three acres of the ten acre site.  
Sweet corn, potatoes, green beans, onions, tomatoes, cabbage, 
peppers and peas are grown in the central vegetable garden which 
is interspersed with perennials, grasses, and cannas.  The vegetable 
garden is bordered on the west side by a row of Russian sage, red 
twig dogwood, viburnums and Austrian pines, and on the south side 
by three rows of cannas.  Grasses are one of the favorite plants and 
there are approximately 30-35 different varieties in the gardens.  A 
rock garden containing, grasses, succulents, cacti, native Nebraska 
plants, and conifers occupies a spot south of the vegetable garden.  
There are over forty  different varieties of conifers and deciduous 
trees dotting the property.  These include Siberian Fir, Korean Fir, 
Canaan Fir, Bosnian Pine, Limber Pine, Chinkapin Oak, Blackgum, 
Catalpa, River Birch, 
Serviceberry and 
Ginkgo.  A small tool 
shed, constructed of 
mostly recycled 
materials, is located 
near the central 
garden. Bird feeders 
are placed near the 
two level deck al-
lowing viewing of 
many different spe-
cies. 
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Raspberry Ice Tea   by Deb Daehnke 
 
Ingredients 
4 quarts water 
1-1/2 cups sugar 
1 package (12 ounces) frozen unsweetened raspberries      
 (I used 1 package of fresh raspberries) 
10 individual tea bags 
1/4 cup lemon juice 
 

Directions 
In a large kettle or Dutch oven, bring water and sugar to a boil. 
Remove from the heat; stir until sugar is dissolved.  Add the rasp-
berries, tea bags and lemon juice.  Cover and steep for 3 minutes.  
Strain; discard berries and tea bags. 
Transfer tea to a large container or pitcher.  Refrigerate until 
chilled.  Serve over ice.  Yield 16 servings (4 quarts) 
 
This was the tea recipe used at the Wayne and Norfolk garden 
walks.  It’s very quick and simple and tastes very good. 

Favorite Tool   by Beverly McClure 

Well I keep a hand pruner & a steak knife in my riding mower. 

Every time I mow, I find trees or weeds growing among shrubs & 

along the foundations or in sidewalk cracks. I hop off & take care 

of the situation right then. The knife is actually my favorite be-

cause it gets under the roots which makes pulling easier. 
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The evening of August 5 was sunny with threatening clouds in the west.  The clouds resulted in only a few 
sprinkles. 

Our first stop was the gardens of LuAnn & Bruce Kathol of Hoskins.  Their large yard displayed many shrubs 
and a manicured lawn.  The flower and vegetable beds were beautiful.  They also had several water features.  
After all their work, they are preparing to leave it all and move out of state. 

Robin Jones’ garden was our next stop.  She has a Victorian house and gardens.  
Robin had liquid refreshments as we strolled the paths in her beautiful flowers. The 
flowers were nicely marked to help with identification.  Lawn chairs under the large 
trees were placed to sit and enjoy the view. 

The third garden was Corrine Weihe’s home.  The best description might be old fash-
ioned country.  There are many old garden antiques among the flowers.  Two islands 
in the backyard have shrubs, small decorative trees, and lilies.  The yard is bordered 
on all sides with plants.  A potting shed near the vegetable garden is used a lot. 

Phyllis McCain hosted refreshments in her new garden shed.  The potting shed is very 
large and will be used in all seasons.  Phyllis has many house plants and dried ar-
rangements stored there now.  Her home is very special as it was homesteaded by 
her grandparents.  Following lunch, we walked in her orchard.  She plans to increase it and market the fruit. 

We all had a good time seeing each other’s gardens.  We talked over animal problems and the weather.  It 
was a great day.  

Norfolk Garden Tour   By Corrine Weihe 

Photos taken by 

Mary Pat Finn-Hoag 

September 2010 (Asparagus discussion on the Master Gardener Email Listserv) 
    I had a gentleman call me this week because his large patch has become overgrown with weeds and needs advice on how to treat it. I sug-
gested he mow & clean the patch off this fall. Most likely some of the weeds & grass are perennial that emerge  in spring before the asparagus 
spears and that he could use Roundup . Once the asparagus is up, apply Preen in mid April & again the first of May. It might take a couple 
years to get a handle on a severe problem. Did I give him correct advice? Or is there an herbicide out there that would work better? He asked 
about salt or ashes and I told him no. 
 Beverly McClure 
 

    Bev's answer was fine; however, I would be very careful with Roundup. Since asparagus begins growth so early in the spring, there is a risk 
of damage to the asparagus even if it appears dormant. Also, the roundup must be labeled for use on that site (asparagus, vegetable garden) 
to use it on that site. It would be best to spot treat any weeds in the bed that are growing at the time of application rather than spray the en-
tire bed.   
  Kelly Feehan 
 

     First of all let me clarify this as personal opinion.  And is intended for discussion with the master gardeners only. It seems all knowledgeable 
and professional opinion state, NO, to salt on asparagus.  However, my mother put salt on asparagus for weeds forever and it did control the 
weeds, without damage, and without manufactured chemicals.  In fact, my husband uses it on wild asparagus and says it increases the size 
(diameter) of the stalk. 
   Carolyn Lingenfelter 
 

Hi Carolyn,  
    You're right. Salt does control weeds in asparagus, and asparagus is tolerant of it. The warning we give people is salt will change the struc-
ture of the soil and decrease infiltration of water into soil. It can also leach out of the asparagus bed with rainfall and may injure nearby plants 
that are not tolerant of salt. And,  if a different crop is planted in that location in the future, there will be issues. This is why we discourage the 
use of salt as a weed control method in asparagus. It is important we share this information with people when they ask. If they still choose to 
use salt, that is their choice, but we've done our job of providing them all the information we can to help them make their decision. 
   Kelly Feehan 



American Garden Award Winners  
    http://www.americangardenaward.org/ 
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  Karen Zierke 

The Green Patch  
Contributors  

   Do you have a favorite tool, plant to trade, “Go 
Green” idea,  “What Works for Me” tidbit or a 
question for other Master Gardeners?   
 
The Green Patch needs your articles. 
 
 

Please get to Pam Greunke (pgreunke2@unl.edu) by November 
30 to be included in January’s The Green Patch publication. 

#1— Rudbeckia 'Denver Daisy' 
'Denver Daisy' wowed voters with masses of reddish ringed golden flowers having 
a delicious looking chocolate brown center. It's a knockout with huge 4-6 inch 
golden blooms that cover attractive deep green foliage. The long-lasting golden 
dark eyed blooms proved their ability to stand up under extreme weather condi-
tions. This most popular winner guarantees fantastic summer-long flower power 
throughout the country in gardens, mixed containers and landscapes. This variety 
was created and named in honor of Denver's 150th anniversary.  

#2— Echinacea 'Prairie Splendor™' 
Create a show-stopper display with these large and abundant flowers that bloom non-stop 
from early summer well into the fall. 'Prairie Splendor™' is a stunning first year flowering 
perennial that will add years of enjoyment to a sunny perennial border. Voters were at-
tracted by the abundance of large 3-3 1/2” soft rosy purple blooms. Butterflies will also be 
attracted to this long lasting 24-inch tall beauty that begins flowering in June and continues 
blooming until first frost. Spent blooms, if left on the plant, provide winter food for birds.  

#3— Ornamental Pepper 'Purple Flash' 
Unique and exotic looking Purple Flash enhances mixed containers and in-ground plantings 
with striking color. Its layered leaves are almost black with “flashes” of bright purple, 
topped with small, round, glossy black pepper fruits (too hot to eat!). Purple Flash offers 
great drought tolerance, taking sizzling summer conditions in stride. Voters agree you will 
definitely want to include this 12-inch tall ornamental in your sunny garden and containers.  



Meetings held at: 
UNL Extension - Madison County 
601 E Benjamin Ave, Suite 105 
Norfolk NE 68701 

Phone:  
402-370-4040 Madison County 
402-329-4821 Pierce County 
402-563-4901 Platte County 
402-375-3310 Wayne County 

Northeast Nebraska Master Gardeners 

Your challenge is to correctly identify the insect and/or plant. The first person to contact me with 
the correct answer will be the winner. And what do you win?  The winner will receive the brag-
ging rights for that quarter and have their name posted in the next installment of the column as 
the winner along with the correct answer.  
 
There were no guesses for the last What is it? column. The insect in question was a yellow-
necked caterpillar. When in large numbers, these caterpillars can cause some unsightly defolia-
tion. Only when defoliation occurs in successive years and/or with other stress factors is it dam-
aging to the affected tree.  

What is It??   By Wayne Ohnesorg, Extension Educator 

We’re on the web at  

http://madison.unl.edu/home-lawn 
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UNL EXTENSION—WAYNE COUNTY 

510 N PEARL ST, STE C 

WAYNE NE 68787 

This quarter’s insect was brought to me 
from the Madison area. This insect bores 
in trees as a larva. Trees infested by this 
insect are poplars and cottonwoods.  
 

What is this insect??? 
 
 
If you think you know, you can give me 
a call at (402) 329-4821 or shoot me an 
email wohnesorg2@unl.edu. 


