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Inside this issue: 

Seed saving is something that’s been done for hundreds if not thousands of years by individuals, groups and companies.  How 

many stories have we heard of immigrants or our own ancestors coming to America staunchly protecting seeds or plants they 

brought from their home lands.  When our cultures were predominantly agrarian, this was necessary to sustain seeds and 

plants that so many people relied on for their food.  But as industrialization took over, gardeners or farmers could just go to the 

store or their local seed representative and obtain what they wanted or needed. 

You’ve probably done seed saving yourself, but now there’s a slight twist to it.  It’s becoming very structured (hence the seed 

libraries) as to how and where it’s done and even if it’s legal or not. 

So what is a seed library?  Basically it’s a location, often in an actual library, where seeds are kept and lent to or shared with 

people.  They have also popped up in churches, extension offices, museums, private homes and many other places. 

Think of a regular library.  Seed libraries allow you to obtain seeds you want to grow.  When you harvest, you are usually ex-

pected to bring back seeds equal or greater to what you initially took to share with others.  Seed libraries are often free but 

sometimes a minimal fee is assessed or a membership required. 

“If you have a garden and a library you have everything you need.” Cicero wrote this many years ago.  Within the last ten 

years, seed libraries have sprouted all over the country and Yankton, South Dakota recently established one.   

It is located in the Yankton Community Library and if you check their internet address, you’ll see many of the things they have 

to offer.  There is also a printable brochure about their seed library.  You can also go to seedlibrarian.com or seedlibraries.org, 

Seed Savers Exchange, Organic Seed Alliance and many other sources for information on seed libraries. 

If you are looking for an heirloom seed or something really different this might be a great place to check. 

http://www.cityofyankton.org/departments-services/library/seed-library 

Seed Libraries  By Deb Daehnke, Wayne County Master Gardener 

Dwarf “Pink Lace” monarda (bee balm) is a great plant for 

front of border at 15-18” tall. Very mildew, rabbit, and deer 

resistant. Outstanding deep pink color. Reblooms if trimmed 

back. Does not spread aggressively.    

 Photo submitted by Sharon Bohmont,  

  Platte County Master Gardener 

Rhubarb Custard 
Cake 
 

Prepared by Teresa Roche and 

served at the Youth  

Horticulture Contest June 15 

Prepare one box of Yellow cake mix 

according to package directions and 

pour in bottom of a 9 x 13 pan. 

Combine 4 1/2 cups cut rhubarb 

with 1 1/4 cups sugar and sprinkle 

over the cake batter. 

Slowly pour on 2 cups cream. 

Bake at 350° for one hour. 

Refrigerate leftovers. 

http://www.cityofyankton.org/departments-services/library/seed-library
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Lincoln Bus Tour    By Deb Daehnke, Wayne County Master Gardener 

On June 10, Master Gardener members and non members embarked on a bus trip to Lincoln.  We were unable to stop at the first garden in 

West Point as the family was unable to host us, so we continued on to TLC Floral near Hooper.  Sue had plenty of garden vignettes and a 

greenhouse full of wonderful cacti and succulents.  We traveled on to Lincoln and after lunch at Golden Corral, stopped at the International 

Quilt Museum.  This was followed by stops at the Backyard Farmer Garden, The Rose Garden, Sunken Gardens, and lastly a stop at the 

home of Gladys Jeurink.  And although it was an extremely hot day, 93-year-old Gladys was waiting outside to welcome us. 

There were forty-five on the bus trip and I think everyone was thankful for the air-conditioned bus. The heat was challenging as it was very 

difficult to look at gardens for very long in the heat, but still an enjoyable trip. 

Thank you to everyone who was able to attend, those who helped recruit passengers, and those who wrote articles for the paper to increase 

our attendance. 
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Bones of a Cottage Garden   By Janelle McIntyre, Platte County Master Gardener 

Our house and garden are in the cottage style. I guess that 

means anything goes. A little chaos is good. It is easy to put in 

another plant because there are so many already. On the other 

hand having a repeating pattern is necessary to have harmony, 

too. The bones of my garden are peonies and irises. Throw in a 

few bulbs and you can’t do wrong. Of course, I throw in a bit 

more, but who is counting. 

My brother, for a time in his youth, remodeled old houses. He did 

not want the many peonies that were planted in days gone by, so 

he gave them to me. They are double (pink and red) peonies that 

I do not know the name of, but I will compare them with the fan-

ciest peony anywhere. Of course, through the years I have added 

many to them. The white ones are magnificent. I am partial to 

doubles but do have single flowering ones too. They have a beau-

ty all their own. As an added bonus nothing smells better than a 

bouquet of peonies. Our family recently had a weekend get to-

gether and I just had to show off the beautiful peonies and irises 

in a bouquet. It is commonly thought peonies bloom on Memorial 

Day. This doesn’t always happen but this year it did and they strutted their stuff.  

Irises are also a great addition to a cottage garden. The architectural element is unlike other flowers. The thick upright foliage stands proud. 

I have bearded, Siberian, dwarf, variegated and reblooming. Most of them bloom for two or so weeks a year; the rest of the time, their inter-

est lies in those tall leaves. The color of the flowers can be just about anything. They keep breeding new ones and as long as there is anoth-

er one of interest I will want more. Right now I am looking for a true pink one. The pink one I have is really a salmon color. If the blooms 

weren’t so impressive it would be gone. Who can get rid of a flower that is so perfect? The black iris always takes my breath away. It 

bloomed it’s heart out this year.  

Everyone probably has these common standbys but enough can’t be said about their uncommon beauty. I’m glad I have them for the bones 

in my cottage garden.  

Come Grow with Us...Schuyler Community Garden  
         By Sharon Bohmont, Platte County Master Gardener 

“Come Grow with Us”---This was the motto chosen by the Schuyler Community Garden committee four years ago when the FFA advisor and 

a couple members of Christ United Methodist Church decided to turn an empty weedy plot at the church into a community garden space 

where citizens of Schuyler who did not have a garden space could grow fresh produce. A grant was obtained to renovate the existing well on 

the lot and a semi-truckload of compost was delivered to invigorate the soil and we were off and growing. 

The lot allowed us twenty-five plots approximately 10’ x 10’ to provide to interested gardeners. No fees and all water provided – just come 

grow with us. The first three years all plots were taken except an outside row which the committee members planted and maintained. The 

first year it was pumpkins, then sweet potatoes and then red potatoes. All of this produce was used to educate preschoolers and provide 

fresh produce for them to take home.   

This year, with the assistance of the FFA advisor, the students planted a vari-

ety of seeds in the school greenhouse and filled almost half the garden with 

everything from celery to zucchini seedling plants. The students in FFA are 

going to maintain these plots and give the harvest away. Each week boxes of 

garden goodies will be prepared and given to the needy or elderly who are 

not able to grow or purchase fresh vegetables. 

We have also done some fun activities such as a “planting cookout” in the 

spring and a “harvest potluck” in the fall for the gardeners.  This year we are 

adding educational sessions every other week at 5pm on Wednesdays that 

are open to all gardeners. Topics like mulching, weeding, choosing plants, 

pickling that produce, etc.  that are led by Master Gardeners and volunteers. 

If your community does not have a community garden, I would highly recom-

mend you try one. It is an excellent way to encourage gardening and a great 

project for Master Gardeners to share our knowledge and experience with 

local citizens of all ages. 
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knowledge by participating in Contests 
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As part of the 24th annual Northeast Nebraska Master Gardener Plant 

Fair & Market Friday, April 29th, a youth horticulture plant identification 

contest was held. Area youth were invited to participate in the competi-

tion. A total of seven youth participated with four in the junior division, 

two in the intermediate division, and one in the senior division. Each 

contestant was asked to identify 53 plants. Rachael Thomas from Stan-

ton County placed first in the junior division with Michaela McWilliams 

from Madison County placing second, and Sara Thomsen from Pierce 

County placing third. In the intermediate division, Kara Kudera from 

Colfax County finished in first place with Lydia Hilbers from Stanton 

County placing second. Korbin Kudera from Colfax County placed first in 

the senior division. The other participant was Emalee Hilbers from Stan-

ton County. Wayne Ohnesorg, Nebraska Extension Educator and local 

Master Gardener coordinator presented the awards. Thank you to Jim 

Laycock of Mulch N More, the Master Gardener Plant Booth, Wayne 

Ohnesorg, and Don Liedman for providing plants for the contest. 

Front Row: Michaela McWilliams, Lydia Hilbers, and Emalee Hilbers 

Back Row: Korbin Kudera, Kara Kudera, and Rachael Thomas 

 Not pictured: Sara Thomsen 

On June 15, 2016, a competition was held for 4-H youth, their 

parents, grandparents, and Master Gardeners to test their horti-

cultural identification knowledge at the Ron Rhebb acreage 

northeast of Norfolk. A total of eight youth participated repre-

senting Pierce and Stanton Counties. First place was Alysan 

Wurdinger, second was Sara Thomsen, and third place was Lyd-

ia Hilbers. In the Master Gardener/Open division, Karen Zierke 

of Pierce placed first. Thank you to Ron for hosting this event. 

Also thank you to Master Gardeners, Linda Douglas, Marjorie 

Jansen, Jim Laycock, Don Liedman, Viola McShannon, and Ne-

braska Extension Educator, Wayne Ohnesorg for preparing the 

garden and taking each group around for the contest.  

Front Row:  

Anton Wurdinger, Alysan Wurdinger, Sara Thomsen, and Lydia Hilbers 

Back Row: Emalee Hilbers, Rachael Thomas, and Aryana Wurdinger 
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Randolph Garden Tour   By Deb Daehnke, Wayne County Master Gardener 

On June 28, members and one guest went to Randolph to view the Norm 

and Linda Lulow garden and then traveled north on Highway 81 a short 

distance to the Julie and Gene Pfanstiel home, or Pfanny’s Garden. 

These were two absolutely delightful places to visit.  Lulow’s home is a 

yardscape gardeners dream.  As they shared with us, Linda has the vision 

and Norm makes it happen.  Having been a welder before retiring, Gene 

has shaped parts of old farm equipment, rebar, satellite dish panels and 

many other items into numerous flowers, a jungle gym, railroad car, an-

gels, benches and on and on. Everywhere you looked was another item 

and the colors were tasteful and fun.  The hog house turned pool room 

(pool table inside and a small above-ground swimming pool outside) just 

invited you to come in and enjoy it.  They even had the old popcorn pop-

per from the Randolph Theater in the pool house.  Their daughter was 

home visiting and had taken an old sign, painted it with black chalk paint 

and then a colorful welcoming message for the Master Gardener group. 

At Pfanny’s Farm—Abundant Life CSA, we were treated to a hay rack ride 

around the farm to view all the gardens of Gene and Julie Pfanstiel.  They 

sell shares (they are sold out this year) for the produce they grow on their 

farm.  We saw their high tunnel, went into their geothermal greenhouse 

where they had lemon and pomegranate trees growing and then stepped 

outside to view their free range chickens and ducks scratching around the 

yard. They are not organic certified, (paperwork etc. can be daunting) but 

strive to be as environmentally friendly as possible using few if any herbi-

cides or pesticides.  Julie indicated she tries to use the gentlest methods 

possible to control pests and weeds.   They use cover crops of rye, radish-

es and turnips to reduce weeds, maintain soil moisture, and the rye has 

even helped prevent pesticide drift from other areas reach some of their 

sensitive produce.  Another family also has their bee hives at the farm.  

They’ve just installed a commercial kitchen and recently held a canning 

class at the farm. 
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Articles and information for the October issue of The Green 

Patch are due to Pam Greunke— 

  (pam.greunke@unl.edu)  by September 1, 2016. 

Publisher  Pam Greunke 

Editor  Deb Daehnke 
 

Contributors Sharon Bohmont 

  Deb Daehnke 

  Janelle McIntyre  

  Wayne Ohnesorg  

  Teresa Roche 
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Master Gardeners Honored for Twenty Years of Service 
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Madison County Master Gardener,  

Marjorie Jansen 
Dodge County Master Gardener,  

Janice Ladehoff 

Friday evening, April 29, two Mas-

ter Gardeners were honored for 

20 years of volunteer service to 

their communities with crystal 

engraved vases filled with a beau-

tiful bouquet. 

CONGRATULATIONS!! 

THANK YOU to both of these Mas-

ter Gardeners for their willingness 

to share their knowledge with 

others! 

After their initial training require-

ments, to retain Master Gardener 

status, they are asked to volun-

teer 20 hours per year and report 

this to UNL.  

 



 

 

Meetings held at: 

Nebraska Extension in Madison County 

601 E Benjamin Ave, Suite 105 

Norfolk NE 68701 

Phone:  

402-370-4040 Madison County 

402-563-4901 Platte County 

402-375-3310 Wayne County 

Northeast Nebraska Master Gardeners 

Scott Beckman was the only one to respond and correctly identify the 

April What is it?. The spider in question was a crab spider from the genus 

Mecaphesa. It likes to hide on flowers and catch insects that visit. This 

type of crab spider is very common in the Midwest.  

What is It??   By Wayne Ohnesorg, Extension Educator 

We’re on the web at  

https://www.facebook.com/NortheastNEMasterGardeners 

http://madison.unl.edu/mastergardenerhome 
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NEBRASKA EXTENSION in WAYNE COUNTY 

510 N PEARL ST, STE C 

WAYNE NE 68787 

I found this beetle by my trashcan a few years ago. It 

was not a very good flyer. The larvae are parasites of 

an iconic summer insect.   

If you think you know, you can give me a call at (402) 

3 7 0 - 4 0 4 4  o r  s h o o t  m e  a n  e m a i l 

(wohnesorg2@unl.edu). Please be as specific as you 

can. The first person to contact me with the correct 

answer will be awarded one (1) training hour. Every-

one that submits an answer will be entered into an end 

of the year drawing for a free Extension Circular such 

as the Landscape Diagnostic Guide for Problems Affect-

ing Woody Ornamentals and Herbaceous Perennials. 

For every What is it? column you provide an answer for 

you will receive one entry. This offer is available for 

both the Platte County and Northeast Nebraska Master 

Gardener groups.  

mailto:wohnesorg2@unl.edu

