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2013 Plant Fair      By Karen Zierke , Pierce County Master Gardener 

Inside this issue: 

Early Friday afternoon, May 3rd, Master Gardeners and 
helpers arrived at the NECC Cox Activity Center auditorium 
to set up for the annual plant fair.  We arrived bringing 
card tables, floral arrangements for the luncheon table 
contest,  house plants for the sale, door prizes, boxes and 
sacks for purchases, food for the Friday night pot luck, plus 
magazines to give away, extra poster boards, markers, 
bars, little red wagons, decorations for each area, chil-
dren’s activities for the Children’s garden, plus lots more 
stuff.  Plants arrived from Bluebird Nursery of Clarkson and 
Eaton Nursery of Wakefield to be set up in the Master Gar-
den plant area. The Garden Café was readied for business.  
And the vendors also arrived bringing all their plants, gar-
den accessories, and other needed items for their booths.  
A wonderful pot-luck supper was enjoyed by all prior to 
opening from 6-8 pm to the public.  Plants were ‘walking’ 
out the door by the customers as well as by Master Gar-
deners.  Door prizes were drawn from the cards that were 
signed in at the welcome center Friday night and all day 
Saturday. 

Saturday morning prior to the 9 am opening, people came searching for a special plant, to ask for horticulture advice, and some just 
to see what was happening.  At 9:30 UNL Extension Educator from Platte County, Kelly Feehan presented a very interesting pro-
gram called  “Just WHAT are rain gardens and why would I want one?”  Most of us were praying for rains to fill the rain gardens!  
She answered questions with good common sense logic.   

Back in the auditorium at 10:30 Terri James, UNL Extension Assistant,  drew a big crowd as she presented her “Container Gardens” 

training lesson.  She also gave another con-
tainer garden lesson at 2 pm. 

The very popular speaker, Rod Ackerman 
from Bluebird Nursery of Clarkson, spoke 
and showed slides on “Bringing Great Plains 
Natives into the Garden”.  A youth horticul-
ture ID contest was held for youth 8-18 
with some very nice cash and gift certificate 
prizes given to the top 3 places in each age 
division.  Master Gardener awards were 
given to Jim and Pearl Laycock for 10 years 
of service.  Vicky Hingst was another to 
receive the 10 year award but was unable 
to attend. 

Early in the afternoon, we were treated to a 
special presentation from Mary Hamer own-
er of Loess Hills Lavender Farm, about 
“Lavender: the Amazing Herb.” Lots of lav-
ender plants were sold to those of us falling 
in love with Lavender. 

By 4 pm, the auditorium was once again, just a plain auditorium. Tired Master Gardeners and vendors loaded 
their vehicles with ‘stuff’ they brought and new treasured plants and some lovely garden decorations too. 

The 2014 Plant Fair will be April 25-26.  Hope to see you there! 
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Squash Bugs Anasa tristis    By Karen Zierke , Pierce County Master Gardener 

If you’ve never battled against these common pests of cucurbits that prefer the winter squash variety, consider yourself for-
tunate.  The squash bug can be misidentified as a stinkbug.  Both insects look similar and emit a distinct odor when 
smashed.  The stink bug is not a pest of cucurbits but is more commonly associated with tomatoes or legumes like peas and 
soybeans. 

The adult squash bug is about 5/8” long and 1/3” wide with a flat back. The color can be grey or brown or black or all molted 
together. They overwinter as adults in garden debris and make their appearance to lay clusters of brick-red eggs between 
leaf veins on the underside on the squash leaves about the time the plants begin to vine. They will hatch in 1-2 weeks with 
red heads and legs and a green abdomen.   This is the best time to control them with carbaryl (sevin) or another insecticide.  
Do be cautious, because squash blossoms need pollinators and carbaryl also will kill bees etc.  Try applying the chemical on 
the underside of the leaves and in the evening when the pollinators are not as active.  About the only way to kill the adult 
squash bugs is between two bricks as they are tougher than sevin.  You may try planting flowers in the area to attract insects 
that would like to eat the nymphs for supper or hand-picking the adult bugs 
before they lay their eggs. Place boards or shingles near the plants at night 
and the bugs will be hiding there in the morning and that’s your chance to 
destroy them.  Also, rotate your planting sites in an attempt to trick the bugs.  
The Extension resource claims that they only have one generation of insects 
each year – it must be a very long extended egg-laying period.   

Like the law of the jungle – keeping your garden plants healthy and happy 
equals less pests and less headaches.  Start by cleaning off all plant debris to 
limit over-wintering sites, keep plants weeded and watered and healthy. 

What do they do?  The bugs, while sucking the nutrients from leaves also 
inject a toxic substance which disrupts the flow of water and nutrients which 
in turn causes the plant to wilt, leaves turn brown and dry and eventually 
cause it to die. This is called Anasa wilt of cucurbits. The squash bugs will 
eventually feed directly on the fruit especially on the stem.  Although they 
prefer winter squash they will attack pumpkins, melons and summer squash 
too.  There are bacterial wilts and other diseases that can cause your cucur-
bits to die, but that’s another story.  

Pests In The Yard      By Jane Jensen , Pierce County Master Gardener 

It's always great fun to see herpetologist, Dennis Ferraro, on episodes of the Backyard Farmer.  He usually sits next to 'rots and spots' 
guy, Loren Giesler, who has a heightened dislike of snakes.  Ferraro is the go-to guy for information on such creatures as bats, skunks 
and lizards or what many folks consider outdoor pests.  While I do mind sharing my yard with a skunk, I really don't mind seeing 
snakes, bats or bugs, or even spiders.  I do, however, mind when the occasional snake or bat finds its way inside.   

 

Most of the bugs and creepy crawly things outside are beneficial, in fact a high percentage of 
them.  They provide food for birds and some things eat aphids and other destructive bugs.  (We 
learned the difference between an insect and a bug in master gardener class, but to this day I 
cannot remember.)  Wasps and bees are always fun to see in the yard.  Bees, especially, are 
truly vital for pollination.  They do not seek to sting you, they're just buzzing around looking for 
their own meal.  Please don't spray them or destroy their habitat unless they are right where 
children play or you have someone who is allergic to stings.  Spiders eat flies and ants.  Who 
likes flies? 
 

Because of the snakes in my yard, which are small garter snakes and few in number, I rarely 
see crickets, grasshoppers or mice. How great is that?   There are no chemicals or other sub-
stances effective in repelling snakes.  Many years ago I tried.  Then I began watching Backyard 
Farmer and realized snakes are of great benefit in the yard and garden.  I will admit it is still 
startling to see a snake moving in the grass or sunning itself on your step.  And for many people 
they are truly repugnant.  However, we have no poisonous snakes in our area and contrary to 
what some think, a snake is not chasing you.  Its movements are quick defense mechanisms put 

in place by natural instinct. Our neighborhood has a small population of great horned owls and they may have taken out a few of the 
snakes.  It's all about the outdoor food chain. 
 

A snake population can be kept lower by eliminating certain habitat.  Tall grass, rock or brush piles and firewood stacked on the 
ground are highly favored by snakes.  Rotting tree stumps make great homes also.  These areas can also provide habitat for mice and 
insects.   Any cracks in your home's foundation should be sealed to prevent entrance.  They can come in through the smallest open-
ing.  Gaps in doors should also be repaired.  Snakes can be quicker than your storm door closing if you aren't aware, but this is very 
rare.  They want to be out in the sun and looking for a snack.   
 

Bats are a protected species and they are not to be killed.  You must contact a professional if they have taken up residence in your 
dwelling or business.  The bat population has dwindled around my home after an old building was removed by controlled burn a few 
years ago.  I still see them come out at twilight in the summer and like knowing they are doing what they do, swooping after mosqui-
toes, gnats and other flying things I do not like.  And I really don't like bug spray. 

Picture taken from acreage.unl.edu 
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Youth Participate In Horticulture ID Contests 

As part of the 21st annual Northeast Nebraska Master Gardener plant fair Saturday, 
May 4th, a youth horticulture plant identification contest was held. Area youth were 
invited to participate in the competition. A total of eleven youth participated with 
four in the junior division, four in the intermediate division, and three in the senior 
division. Each contestant was asked to identify 37 plants. Allison Perrigan of Norfolk 
placed first in the junior division with Max Carlson of Norfolk placing second and 
Rachael Thomas of Stanton placing third. In the intermediate division, Grace 
Heithold of Wayne finished in first place with Shalyn Miller of Norfolk placing second 
and Hailey Walmsley of Norfolk placing third. Katharine Schudel of North Loup placed 
first in the senior division with Neal Hemphill of Madison placing second and Elsie 
Hemphill of Madison placing third. Terri James from UNL presented the awards. Thank you to Jim Laycock of Mulch N More, the 
Master Gardener Plant Booth, Swanson’s Nursery, and Don Liedman for providing plants for the contest. 

Front row: Allison Perrigan, 
Gregory Perrigan, Max Carlson, 
and Rachael Thomas 

Back row: Katharine Schudel, 
Elsie Hemphill, Neal Hemphill, 
Katherine Hemphill, Hailey 
Walmsley, Shalyn Miller, Grace 
Heithold, and Terri James 

On a chilly and windy evening, Wednesday, June 12 a com-
petition was held for 4-H youth, their parents, and Master 
Gardeners to test their horticultural identification knowledge 
at Jane and Ron Rhebb’s acreage northeast of Norfolk. A 
total of eight youth participated with Stanton and Wayne 
Counties represented. Placing first was Grace Heithold and 
second was Laura Greunke, both from Wayne County. Other 
qualifiers were: third, Alysan Wurdinger; fourth, Anton 
Wurdinger; fifth, Aryana Wurdinger; and sixth, Rachael 
Thomas all from Stanton County. In the Adult division, Car-
olyn Lingenfelter of Norfolk placed first with a second place 
tie going to Teresa Roche of Norfolk and Karen Zierke of 
Pierce. Nebraska Forester, Steve Rasmussen, presented to 
the group on various tree issues. A special thank you goes to 
Jane and Ron for hosting this event and to Don Liedman and 
Jim Laycock for taking the participants around and explaining 
the various plants. And also thanks to Steve Rasmussen for 
sharing his knowledge of trees.  

Front Row: Anton Wurdinger, Lydia Hilbers, Rachael Thomas & Emalee Hilbers  
Back Row: Aryana and Alysan Wurdinger , Laura Greunke, & Grace Heithold 
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It is not unusual during summer to see yellow lawns or perennials and other plants dying back for no obvious reason. Yellowing 
turfgrass and plant decline is often the result of, or exaggerated by, too frequent or too heavy irrigation.  
 

When it comes to landscape irrigation, much water is wasted. Some estimates are that lawns and landscapes are overwatered by 
30 to 300 percent. Based on my experience over the last 30 years of visiting with homeowners and looking at lawn issues and dead 
or dying trees, this is a fairly accurate estimate.   
 

Overwatering not only wastes water, a valuable but limited natural resource; it is also unhealthy for landscape plants. While lawns 
that turn yellow tend to recover, valuable trees, shrubs and perennials are often killed by overwatering.  
 

In an article in the July-August, 2011 issue of Water Efficiency, the Journal of Water Resource Management, author Dan Hull shared 
this comment made by his neighbor: “We keep looking at the wrong end of the problem. We look at the amount of water available 
for use, instead of checking how much water we actually use and how much of it we waste.” 
 

Avoid wasting water by not overwatering lawns and landscape plants. Water will be conserved and plants will perform better and 
live longer.   
 

Know if your soil is sandy, loamy or clayey. If too much water is applied to a sandy soil, the water readily drains below plant roots. 
This is wasteful. Incorporate organic matter into sandy soils to increase the soils water holding capacity. Also develop a sense of 
how much water needs to be applied to moisten the soil just to the bottom of the roots. 
 

Overwatering clay soils can result in saturated soils. Plants roots require oxygen and will not grow or function well in saturated 
soils, hence plants decline. Plants grown under these conditions can even wilt. This condition is known as wet wilt. The soil is wet, 
but unhealthy roots are unable to take up enough moisture. 
 

Overwatering clay soils can result in water running off. Water does not readily soak into clay soils that are low in organic matter and 
are compacted. If water is applied too rapidly, runoff occurs. This is wasteful and can lead to water pollution.  
 

Know your plants and their water needs. It is helpful to know the typical depth of plant root systems. An efficient watering will not 
wet the soil below this depth or water will be wasted. As a general rule, moisten the soil of lawns about 6 inches deep; perennials 6 
to 10 inches deep, and trees and shrubs 8 to 12 inches deep.  
 

It is also important to avoid too shallow irrigation. Shallow irrigation does not encourage plant roots to grow as deep and the roots 
become less efficient at using deeper soil moisture; hence may require more frequent irrigation.  
 

Keep in mind that most plants do better when grown in soil that is a little on the dry side. Many native and well-adapted plants will 
do fine on average rainfall once they are established. Watering any plants, especially low water use plants, too often will cause 
them to decline and is a water waste.  
 

Know your irrigation system. Understand how much water is applied during one setting and the rate at which it is applied. Monitor 
the system while it is running to be sure it is watering uniformly. Too often the entire irrigation system is run for one or two dry 
spots and the rest of the area becomes overwatered.  
 

Lawns and landscapes are also overwatered when automatic irrigation systems are not turned off during rainfall. This can be avoid-
ed by using an inexpensive rain sensor. Rain sensors are irrigation shut-off devices that keep automatic sprinkler systems from 
running during and after a certain amount of rainfall.  
 

Research has shown rain sensors can save 17 to 24 percent of irrigation water. By shutting off irrigation systems during a storm, 
lawns are watered by rain instead of with treated drinking water. Rain sensors conserve water and help avoid overwatering that 
leads to unhealthy plants.  

Avoid Overwatering Lawns and Landscapes   
By Kelly Feehan , UNL Extension Educator 

Tomato Cages    By Tammy Furstenau, Stanton County Master Gardener in Training 

As a home gardener, I grow anywhere from 10 to 20 tomato plants a year. By the end of the season my tomato plants are huge and hang-
ing over the floppy cages you can buy.  
 

The challenge was to find a tomato cage that would hold the tomato plants, create space and have great circulation for better production.    

Over the last few months I found a few tomato cages that I would like to share with you.  The prices on some of the cages shown are rea-
sonable, but like they say  “You get what you pay for.” 

 
 
 

(Continued on page 6) 

This is a tomato ring sold by 
www.veggiecage.com and cost 
$18.00 for a set of 6.  The ring 
is made of an oval shaped met-
al and plastic clamp.  

This is a veggie cage sold 
by www.veggiecage.com 
and cost $21.00 for a set 
of 3.  It is made from 
resin. Will need center 
stake. 

These tomato cages range 
anywhere from $88-$169.  
They fold down for storage 
and are made of ¼” dia. 
Galvanized steel.  It comes 
6ft tall and has a 2ft exten-
sion option.  They can be 
purchased at 
www.tomatocages.com. 
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The Northeast Nebraska Master Gardener held their first garden walk June 20 in and around Plainview.  Organizers of this event were Jim 
Laycock and Julie Meraz. Other contributors were Pearl Laycock, Karen Zierke, and Vicki Rundell.   

The tour started at Julie Meraz’s house at 5:30 pm (first of 4 scheduled homes).  Julie had some gorgeous shrub roses full of blooms.  She 
also had a lot of blooming perennials in her 2 main flower beds and ornamental grasses around her patio. 

We went to Candi Johnson’s home next.  She had a very well groomed yard; many people were asking questions about the many unique 
plants, trees, and shrubs.  She also had a dry creek bed with a small bridge over it in the front yard. This was a nice accent to the yard. 

The next stop was Joyce Doerr’s place.  Joyce had a lot of nice containers, two vegetable gardens plots, and some attractive foundation plant-
ings.  There was a nice shade bed around a very large and I assume old silver maple which gave good backyard shade.  This was to be the 
last home we were to tour in town before we went out in the country. But we got a bonus, two more home were offered to us and being the 
flower and garden enthusiasts that we are, how could we refuse.     

We left Plainview to go to Jim and Pearl’s home out in the country.  There was a long line of cars headed south out of town.  I did not get a 
count but I believe our numbers were in the high 20’s.  We had people come from quite a way; Allen, Wayne, Wakefield, and Wisner just to 
mention a few. 

Arriving at the Laycock’s, Pearl quickly started getting the snacks and drinks out.  They couldn’t be left out before as the cats would have had 
a feast, but most of them scattered as the crowd arrived.  There was a lot to see if one was up to the walk.  Several vegetable garden plots 
including a high tunnel full of veggies, a couple of empty or almost empty greenhouses, woody florals, flower beds, shrubs, and trees.  Most 
everyone wondered on there own and returned to the patio for refreshments.  We had a very nice evening. The weather cooperated and I 
hope everyone found their way back home.  We don’t want any Master Gardener wondering around the country side trying to find their way 
home although they would probably find another yard to tour. 

Plainview Garden Tour  By Jim Laycock, Pierce County Master Gardener 

Full blooms, sweet smells permeate the air and beautiful colors appear—peonies. Peonies are quite possibly my favorite flower that come 
from the genus Peonies variety and a very popular perennial flower.  I associate peonies with the sign of spring and a Memorial Day flower 
to place on a grave for those loved ones lost.   

Peonies can grow 2 to 4 feet tall and come in pale pinks, vibrant white, rosy reds, and corals to name a few.  The peony plant can live an 
exceptionally long time and can provide beauty as a cut flower. Peonies do well in USDA zones 2-8 and prefer a sunny well-drained soil.  
Peonies have a very large root system and require about 3-4 feet between plantings.  Plant peonies with the eyes upward about 2” below 
the soil line, don’t go too deep or they may not grow.   

Contrary to the urban myth about peonies needing ants for the blooms to open, this is not true.  Before the buds open they exude a sticky 
sweet substance, which attracts ants.  This sweet substance is the smell that intoxicates the air when in full bloom.  No worries the ants 
will disappear as the full blooms appear.   

Peonies are easily transplanted, by digging up the eyes of the plant. However, you can harvest the dried seedpods when the flower is done 
blooming.  I have done this two different ways.   

The first is to pull the dried seedpods and put them in a plastic ziploc bag with some moist soil.  Make sure the soil is not too wet and not 
too dry.  If left in the ziploc bag and placed in the sun, the pods will sprout.  Come fall take the ziploc bag with the sprouts and place them 
in the refrigerator for 3-4 months.  This will force the plants to think they need to go dormant.  

The second method is to take those seed pods and open them up.  Inside you will find quite a few seeds; sow them directly into the soil 
and water thoroughly.  By doing this early, the seeds should have enough time to germinate and create a small (very small) peony plant.  
This method worked the best for me. It’s all trial and error.   

During the first few years you may not experience the blooms of the plant, but it provides great foliage.  By the fourth year there will be a 
few blooms and as the plant ages the blooms become more prevalent.   

If you have a neighbor willing to part with a few eyes of their peony plant or if you are trying them from seed give it a try.  A few varieties 
include Big Ben, Bowl of Beauty, Karl Rosenfield, Spider Green, and America.  The beauty and sweet smell of the peony flower will enlight-
en your senses. 

 

 

Peonies    By Tammy Furstenau, Stanton County Master Gardener in Training 

Photos from jewellgarden.com 
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Vote for Your Favorite flower!  

Go to the above website to learn more about the specific variety. Then place your vote.  

Voting is complete August 31, 2013. 

 

 

 

What is AGA? 
The American Garden Award is a unique opportunity for the gardening public to vote on a specific flower that they think has the 
most appealing garden characteristics. Some of the world's most prestigious flower breeders have chosen their best varieties to 
enter into this competition. Then, in cooperation with highly respected public gardens throughout the United States, we present 
the entries so consumers can view the plants in person, then vote on their favorite. For those consumers and home gardeners 
who are unable to make it to view these flowers in person, they are allowed to vote on the AGA website. 

I know you can make your own tomato cages out of heavy 
gauge medal, but with the limited time I seem to have its fun 
to try something different. 
 
Well out of the four I have shown you, I picked the veggie cage 
and tomato ring.  I am excited to see how they stand up to the 
grafted tomatoes I planted.  They can’t be any worse than the 
floppy things I had bought the last few years.   
 
Hope you find your tomato plants full of life and growing 
strong.  If anyone has any creative ideas for tomato cages feel 
free to email me at tj911@stanton.net. 
 
Happy Gardening  

Tomato Cages   (Continued from page 4) 

Publisher  Pam Greunke 
Editor  Deb Daehnke 
 

Contributors Kelly Feehan Tammy Furstenau  Jane Jensen 
  Jim Laycock Wayne Ohnesorg  Karen Zierke  
  American Garden Award Nebraska Statewide Arboretum 

The Green Patch Contributors  
Articles and infor-
mation for the 
October issue of 
The Green Patch 

are due to Pam Greunke 
(pam.greunke@unl.edu) by     
August 30, 2013. 

The Garden Trellis/Tomato cage is 
made of a polyethylene construc-
tion and cost $7.00 each without 
stakes.  This product is made in the 
USA.  In my opinion by the picture, 
it doesn’t look as if the tomato’s will 
get enough circulation.  You can 
f i n d  t h i s  p r o d u c t  a t 
www.pathwaygardening.com.  I 
may try a few just to see, they look 
a little different. Could be a fun 
cage to try. 

2013 American Garden Award  
    http://www.americangardenaward.org/ 

Impatiens ‘SunPatiens®  
Compact Electric Orange’ 

Zinnia ‘Zahara™ Cherry’ Verbena ‘Lanai® Candy Cane’ Petunia ‘Surfinia® Summer 
Double™ Pink’ 
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Landscaping with Prairie Beauties 

Prairie plants deserve more use in home landscapes. They can transform an "Anywhere, USA" yard into a place that pre-
serves the unique beauty of Nebraska's plains heritage. And natives play a vital role for pollinators as both habitat and food 
source. Many of these plants are lovely in their own right, so we'll give some attention to a few lesser-known beauties. Some 
may be hard to find at a garden center, but they should be available from local or mail-order nurseries specializing in native 
plants. 
 Western sandcherry, Prunus besseyi. The airy, fountain-like habit and gentle, swaying plumage of this shrub bring 
a peaceful mood to the garden. White flowers in April or May; leaves turn mahogany red in fall; August fruits can be enjoyed 
in pies, preserves and wine. Works best en masse. Grows 4-6 feet high and wide; smaller 'Pawnee Buttes' grows to 3 feet 
high. Prefers full sun and sandy soil with good drainage. 
 White wild indigo, Baptisia lactea (B. alba), is perhaps the most architectural of prairie plants, with bundles of 
smooth, regal stalks that rise up and fan out into elegant stems with velvety foliage. Snow-white flowers on ink-blue spikes in 
June; black seedpods add winter intrigue. Nice in a border or as a specimen plant. Grows 3-4 feet high and 2 feet wide. B. 
australis blooms azure blue and B. minor stays under 3 feet. Prefers good drainage and full or part sun; tolerates clay and 
drought. 
 Fox sedge, Carex vulpinoidea, has glossy, vivid green foliage that emerges early in spring and persists into late fall. 
Soft, wispy blades and a fountain form offer refined structure and texture. Deep roots filter water pollutants and improve the 
soil. Great among flowers and in rain gardens. Grows 1-3 feet high and 1-2 feet wide in full sun to part shade and tolerates 
heavy clay. It prefers consistently moist soil but C. brevior is an alternative for drier conditions. 
 American hazelnut, Corylus americana. This handsome, adaptable shrub produces edible nuts (two plants required 
for nut production) encased in a peculiar, ruffled wrapper and relished by birds and other wildlife. Leaves turn orange, yellow 
and red in fall. Makes an excellent specimen or screen along borders and background plantings. Grows 6-8 feet high and 
wide. Prefers part shade and protection from wind and tolerates sun, drought and clay. 
 Blue grama, Bouteloua gracilis, has grey-green foliage that is soft and fine, curling happily beneath eyelash seed-
heads that shine in the summer sun and remain as winter interest. A shortgrass that serves well as a specimen, en masse or 
even as a low-input lawn with buffalograss. Grows about 1 feet high. Extremely drought tolerant; needs full sun and dry, well-
drained soil.  
 Dotted gayfeather, Liatris punctata. Prime time is late summer when this short and stout 
gayfeather dresses in show-stopper amethyst flower spikes to attract a buzz of butterflies and bees. 
Pair with complementary blooms like false sunflower for a superb landscape display. Grows 1-2 feet 
high and 1 feet wide in sun and well-drained soil. Extremely drought-tolerant. 
 Indiangrass, Sorghastrum nutans. This statuesque grass brings movement and texture into 
the garden with its attractive, rustling foliage. In late summer, radiant flower plumes rise from tower-
ing, golden wands to waltz with the Nebraska wind. Blue-green blades turn yellow in fall. A fantastic 
back-of-the-border plant or informal screen. Grows 5 feet high and 3 feet wide. Full sun and dry soil 
keeps it upright.  
 Shining bluestar, Amsonia illustris, is a superstar of the plant world, exhibiting soft blue 
flowers in spring and a perfectly mounded form with clean, willowy foliage that burns a fiery yellow in 
autumn. They serve as fine companions to bold foliage and flowers and polish off any border. Grows 
3 feet high and wide in sun or shade. Tolerates drought but prefers fairly moist soil. 
 
Source: Rachel Anderson, Nebraska Statewide Arboretum  

Liatris 

When we receive rain, make the most of it with rainwater harvesting. Rainwater is a valuable resource that does not need to be sent down 
the storm drain as quickly as possible. Rainwater harvesting allows us to catch and reuse some rainwater. Practices like rain gardens help to 
slow down rainwater so more can soak in and less will run off. This increases soil moisture, benefits plants, conserves water, and helps re-
duce water pollution. To learn more, check out NebGuide G2148: Rainwater Harvesting in Residential-Scale Landscapes found at  
http://www.ianrpubs.unl.edu/sendIt/g2148.pdf  

Rainwater Harvesting in Residential-Scale Landscapes   
  Information Contributed by Kelly Feehan , Platte County Extension Educator 



Meetings held at: 
UNL Extension - Madison County 
601 E Benjamin Ave, Suite 105 
Norfolk NE 68701 

Phone:  
402-370-4040 Madison County 
402-563-4901 Platte County 
402-375-3310 Wayne County 

Northeast Nebraska Master Gardeners 

Vicki Wagner correctly identified the arthropod from the last What is it?. She correctly identi-
fied the arthropod as a milkweed longhorn beetle (Tetraopes sp.). They are quite common in 
patches of milkweed. There are 13 species of milkweed longhorn beetle found in the conti-
nental United States.  

What is It??   By Wayne Ohnesorg, Extension Educator 

We’re on the web at  

http://madison.unl.edu/mastergardenerhome 
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UNL EXTENSION—WAYNE COUNTY 
510 N PEARL ST, STE C 
WAYNE NE 68787 

I photographed this quite colorful beetle 
at Gilman Park in Pierce, NE just this 
past week. The plant (dogbane) it is on 
is also its adult and larval food source. 
Typically you can find this insect from 
mid-June through early July. The metal-
lic color makes them quite striking in 
appearance. What kind of insect is it? 
Be as specific as you can. If you think 
you know, you can give me a call at 
(402) 370-4044 or shoot me an email 
(wohnesorg2@unl.edu). The first person 
to contact me with the correct answer 
will be awarded one (1) training hour. 
Everyone that submits an answer will 
be entered into an end of the year 
drawing for a free Extension Circular 
such as the Landscape Diagnostic Guide 
for Problems Affecting Woody Ornamen-
tals and Herbaceous Perennials. For 
every What is it? column you provide an 
answer for you will receive one entry. 
This offer is available for both the Platte 
County and Northeast Nebraska Master 
Gardener groups.  


