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African Violets      By Karen Zierke , Pierce County Master Gardener 

Inside this issue: 

What plant comes to mind when asked to name a flowering house plant?  Chances are, it is a 
Saintpaulia or better known as African violet.   I’m the first to admit, I don’t raise the best 
violets, and as my friend Virginia likes to chide me with ‘your Mother would be appalled at the 
condition of these plants.’  Sometimes, she feels so sorry for those poor neglected plants, she 
gives them some of her ‘Tender-Loving-Care.’ 

Really, violets are not all that difficult to raise if a few practical and common sense rules are 
followed and you don’t neglect them when summer arrives. 

Light: Bright, strong lighting is important for abundant blooms but direct mid-day sun can 
burn the foliage.  Usually an east or north window is best or they may be raised under fluores-
cent lights (10”-12” above the plants). The artificial lights should be on about 10-12 hours with 
at least 8 hours of darkness.  If the leaves on your plants are growing upright with long leaf stems, they need more light but on the 
other hand too much light causes them to grow too compactly and they will have a hard or brittle center. 

Watering:  I prefer to use my farm tap water at room temperature with a weak dose of fertilizer added.  More violets die from over 
watering than any other reason.  There is some disagreement amongst the professional violet growers if plants should be allowed to 
dry out before watering or keep them evenly moist.  I prefer to water my plants when the top is quite dry or the pot seems very 
light in weight but do not allow the plants to sit in water for more than 10 minutes. Usually I water about every 5-7 days. Some-
times I forget and then try to make up by over watering – not a good practice! The experts tell me that the violets can be watered 
from top or bottom. I water from the bottom as it is easier and faster.  Do try to avoid getting the center crown too wet (causes rot) 
or allowing water to set on the foliage (which can cause leaf spotting.)   By rotating your plants about ¼ turn each time you water, 
you will help them maintain a nice round form. And remember the young plantlets require more water than the mature plants do. 

(Continued on page 2) 

Schlumbergera is the daunting scientific name of the Christmas cactus.  Found in the mountains of SE Brazil 
there are two groupings:  Truncata Group and the Buckleyi Group, which is more than likely the so called Christ-
mas cactus or even Thanksgiving cactus because of the time of year they usually bloom.  There is also an Easter 
cactus which is called Whitsun cactus, which is prized for its white blooms.  Cactus makes us think of sharp or 
spiney stems but this is not the case.  They are succulents and grow in sections with the blooms at the end of 
these soft, pliable stems.  More plants can be started by breaking off a section of stem or cutting with a sharp 
knife.  Put these sections in moist vermiculite in a fresh, clean pot. 
 
Brazil makes one think of tropical plants but actually Christmas cactus prefer cool temperatures and bright loca-
tions indoors. Their leaves may turn a red color if exposed to too much light if you place them outside.  They will 
keep their blooms longer in a cool, draft free location.   While blooming they need moisture, and fertilizer while  
actively growing.  Just follow the directions on houseplant fertilizer.  They will bloom as the days get shorter and 
the nights longer.  Placing in a dark closet from 8 pm to 8 am is reported to be just the thing for the cactus to 

start budding and flowering.  I've never had much success with that.   
It takes several weeks.  My mother's used to bloom on average three 
times a year.  She always had just the right amount of light and cool-
ness in her home, I guess.   I don't have a Christmas cactus right now 
as they are poisonous to cats.  (Kitty leaves my Norfolk Island Pine and 
the philodendron alone.  I don't care to take any more chances.) 
 
Christmas cactus come in several colors.  Red is popular, as is pink, 
white, salmon, and I've seen a yellow one in a catalog.  The plant is 
readily available this time of year.  Around Thanksgiving and pre-
Christmas they show up in stores, florists and other outlets.  Some of 
the plants are upright and others are more of a hanging nature.  Be 
patient and determined and you will have a popular, re-blooming flow-
er for those drab winter months and on into Spring. 

Christmas Cactus  By Jane Jensen , Pierce County Master Gardener 
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Garden Memories        By Tom Surber , Madison County Master Gardener 

Atmosphere- It is generally agreed that violets prefer temperatures like we do, from 65-75 degrees and 40-50% humidity. But they do not 
like to be in a drafty place or too cool or too hot.  I occasionally mist my plants if I feel the air is very dry. 

Potting Mixture- Violets like a mixture that is light and porous and even ‘soilless’. The pots should be no taller than 4” and the diameter 
should be about one-third the width of the plant and of course with open drainage holes.  When planting, keep the crown slightly above the top 
of the soil.  Violets tend to like to be a bit crowded or root-bound.  It seems to make them bloom better, so don’t be too eager to start repot-
ting. 

Grooming- I’ve read suggestions of using a baby’s soft hair brush to gently brush the dust from the leaves and to use facial tissues to blot 
excess water from the leaves while watering.  I normally do not have any insect problems. Of course you need to remove the dead leaves and 
spent blossoms. Suckers or extra crowns should be removed and they may be rooted for new plants to share. 

Propagation- You may root a leaf stem in water but I find it more successful to take that leaf with 1-2” of stem and dip it into some root–
growth hormone and gently insert it into a flower pot filled with fresh potting soil.  I then like to make its own greenhouse by inserting the pot 
and all into a clear plastic bag and loosely securing it. In 6-8 weeks new plantlets should begin to form at the base of each stem.   

Varieties- There are literally thousands of varieties from which to choose, with a huge range of colors and bi-colors, single or double blooms, 
ruffled, variegated foliage, sizes etc.  My favorites are the ‘slips’ I’ve gotten from friends and family and had the satisfaction of re-producing 
them.  

When the Master Gardeners have our annual plant fair on May 3-4, we will have a houseplant sale.  Master Gardeners are now propagating 
their house plants to bring and there are promises of lots of African violets.  The proceeds from these sales go into the scholarship fund for 
NECC and the horticulture students. 

(African Violets—Continued from page 1) 

We lived in a large gray house in town until I was seven. While 
this house did not really have a garden, I have five plant memo-
ries from that period of my life. First, the giant (to a child) green 
barberry bush groupings on either side of the front walk were 
menacing. They were always taller than I was, and very, very 
thorny. When I was very small, I would hide under them. But 
when I was too big to fit between the bushes, I had to stop, not 
liking being poked by the thorns. Second, there were “snowball” 
bushes in the back yard. As I remember them, they were hydran-
geas as their flowers were in huge clusters, curved on top and 
their leaves were huge, rather than viburnums which have more 
flat topped flower clusters and smaller leaves. They were very 
showy. Third was the rhubarb out behind the garage. We would 
“steal” salt shakers, rip a blade out, and suck it and eat several a 
week through the short season. Fourth, my father left a large 
patch of white lawn clover in a corner of the yard. Many times we 
would share hunting four leaf clovers in that patch. Somehow, we 
nearly always found several. Lastly, I well remember the majestic 
American Elm trees that canopied the streets in that era. We 
especially loved to collect the cicada skins they left behind climb-
ing up to emerge as adults. As adults, they would sing and keep 
us awake at night. 

When I was seven, we moved to a place with 3.5 acres. Our east 
fence was the west boundary of the city at that time. There was a 
scraggly row of eastern ash on that boundary. It provided wood 
for me to split. 

Half of that land was devoted to a horse pasture, mostly brome 
grass (ugh) and a few forbs providing a little color. There was a 
small pond in which we fished in summer and on which we ice 
skated in winter. It was my job to blow the snow off the ice, and 
to resurface the ice with the hose. We had a pump especially to 
keep the pond up. The soil was very porous and the water 
seeped through and away rapidly. Bentonite did not hold the 
water in as advertised. My father told the planners of Skyview 
Lake, less than half a mile to the west, of the difficulties. They 
scuffed at the idea. But, now they have a well devoted to keeping 
Skyview Lake full.  

I remember helping plant the Austrian Pines on the dam. My 
mother put cattails on the far side of the pond and water lilies on 
the near side. My brother and I spent many happy hours in the 

big sand pile my father had dumped there for us to play in. Sev-
eral times my father commented on our deep tans from playing 
shirtless outside so much.  

There was a small orchard of apples and cherries. My favorite 
was the “Queen Ann” apple tree in the corner. Once my uncle 
came from Washington State. He had a small orchard there. My 
father was very upset at the “severe” trimming my uncle did of 
our apple trees. But they bore much more fruit the next year.  

The long driveway, over 100 feet, had a wall on the east side. 
The entire length of that wall were spirea bushes, with a cap on 
the taller end of lilacs. In front of the bushes my mother kept 
tulips. Nearly all of them were the yellow darwins streaked with 
blood red. It was beautiful in the spring.  

There were about a dozen rose bushes pushing up out of the 
grass on a gentle slope. Cross the drive way was a weeping wil-
low tree with gooseberry bushes surrounding it. The cluster of 
Solomon's seal by the garage was striking every year. The co-
lumnar populars screening the garage suffered in a twisting wind 
one year, requiring us to remove several.  

We had a patio covered with an arbor of wisteria vines. Many 
were the picnics we held out there under the hundreds of beauti-
ful drooping purple clusters. My mother would carry many of our 
regular meals out there in the wisteria flowering season. The 
back yard was surrounded with a tall brown fence covered with 
trumpet vines. The big orange trumpets were pretty. But in the 
later years, the plants grew to an amazing width of over 5 feet. 
Many were the humming birds that visited those vines.  

I helped my father plug the large lower lawn to zosia. It was a 
thick brown carpet, changing to green for only mid June til late 
August. It was fun to watch the zosia spread and take over the 
area. The zosia required less mowing – a task delegated to me 
through my teen age years there. My father loved to plant trees, 
and several he planted are still there 50 - 60 years later.  My 
mother sold that place in 1970.  The house, garage, orchard and 
pond remain.  The horse pasture has two houses on it.  I smile as 
I drive by it, remembering the wonderful times in that yard.   
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Recipe for Good Health and Fun        
     By Deb Daehnke , Wayne County Master Gardener 

Interested in some information to celebrate plants or gardening?  If you haven’t checked out brownielocks.com, give it a try.  It contains all 
kinds of references to celebrations.  I picked out just a few of those referencing plants and/or gardening.  We all know that gardening is 
healthy for us in many ways; so add a little laughter as well. 

Are you a pumpkin grower or fancier?  There is information about Punkin Chunkin and its 1986 origin when four bored men in their thirties 
decided they were getting too old to chuck an anvil; that’s correct, an anvil.  So long story short, Punkin Chunkin gradually evolved into a 
multi-day event, has raised thousands of dollars for charities, been featured on TV programs and a myriad of other events, and celebrated 
its 25th anniversary in 2010.  That’s pretty chunky stuff for the lowly pumpkin. 

How about attending the Powam Festival which is a mid-winter Bean Planting Festival culminating in a feast with bean sprouts as the main 
ingredient?  Yummy!! 

And it should be no surprise since corn is one of our most popular vegetables, there have been many celebrations revolving around corn, 
especially in Native American culture.  There is a Green Corn Dance now mostly observed by the Seminole Indians in Florida.  At one time 
you would have been considered a criminal if you touched the newly ripened corn before the Green Corn Dance took place.  And what Octo-
ber celebration doesn’t have a corn maze.  Or you can enjoy the month long celebration: National Popcorn Poppin’ Month. 

According to brownielocks.com the colors of roses have specific significance: red-say “I Love You”; white indicate reverence or innocence & 
purity; yellow-celebrate Life and Joy; and pale colors stand for friendship to name just a few. 

Did you know that August is Orange and Papaya month?  And here are several you’ll want to remember.  August 8 is “Sneak Some Zucchini 
Onto Your Neighbor’s Porch Night” and August 25 is “Go Topless Day”.  Oops, I got a little off track; maybe you shouldn’t remember that 
one.  Are you trying to cook with more herbs and less salt?  Then you can celebrate “More Herbs, Less Salt Day” on August 29. 

Or you can schedule a party to celebrate Passion Fruit and Peach Month; Chili Peppers and Figs Month, Go Wild During California Wild Rice 
Month (good thing Go Wild, Go Topless, and Passion Fruit are celebrated in different months); apple month; national fruit and veggies 
month; peas and radish month; and on and on. 

In February, you could have a month long celebration, Beans (Dried and Fresh) Month.   Hmmm?  Now this sounds like it could be a really 
interesting celebration; or if not interesting, then noisy.  And it might keep your olfactory system working overtime. 

Do you ever have problems with a neighbor over weeds, your garden, lawn mowing, invasive grass?  Then maybe you should observe “Wave 
All Your Fingers At Your Neighbor’s Day”. (You know, instead of waving just one finger) 

Now here’s a day to celebrate!  National Caramel Apple Day on October 31.  And one of my favorites, even though it has nothing to do with 
gardening or plants, is Spunky Old Broads Month in February.  Maybe the folks who come up with some of these crazy names and celebra-
tions should spend more time gardening.  It seems they have a lot of free time. 

Tongue-in-cheek aside, there are some really interesting daily, weekly, or monthly celebrations on this web site addressing way more than 
plants, fruits and veggies. 

Anyone up for Cow Milked While Flying In An Airplane Day, February 18?  Honestly, I did not make that up. 

If you have a little free time from your gardening duties, check out brownielocks.com.  Laughter and gardening are part of a recipe for good 
health. 

2013 Spring Training Dates:  
6:30-9:00pm Lifelong Learning Center, Norfolk  

    
February 12: Adapted/Native Plants in Landscapes 
February 19: Drought Recovery/Water Wise Practices 
February 26: Soils and Soil Management 
March 5: Lawn Disease and Insect Control 
March 12: Extension Master Gardener Orientation  
   & Container Gardening 
March 19: Household Insects and Bedbugs 
 
New Master Gardener Interns can begin (or continue) their educa-
tion certification while current Master Gardeners can recertify. For 
non-Master Gardeners, there will be a charge of $5 per person for 
each training session attended. All six training sessions can be 
attended for $25. All members of the Northeast Nebraska Master 
Gardeners do not have to pay. 
 
Any questions, contact Wayne Ohnesorg, Extension Educator at 
402-370-4040. 
 

Northeast Nebraska Master Gardener 
 Plant Fair 

Mark your calendars! 
Friday, May 3 and Saturday, May 4 2013 

 
 Vendors are invited to rent a space to display their products.  

500+ visitors attend this annual event. 

 Guest speakers present on various horticulture related topics. 

 The Master Gardeners volunteer their time to make this Plant 
Fair a success.  Proceeds help fund a scholarship to Northeast 
Community College students in Horticulture. 

 Free Admission, Great Plants, Vendors, Speakers, Door Prizes, 
Lunch Stand and a Children’s Activity Corner all make this 
Plant Fair a special must attend event! 
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At the end of an old year and the beginning of a new year, we create a lot of 
memories. Plants can also be memories. My mother always had many plants. 
Some were memories of her relatives. One in particular fascinated me. Her 
grandmother grew this special understory tree in Schuyler after they retired 
from their “Homestead” around the 1920s. My mother always told me it came 
from China. I was always skeptical about its origin. Did a wandering tree sales-
man sell it to her? That will forever be a mystery. When I opened the “Great 
Plains Gardener” newspaper in 2010, there was the understory tree with a 
name “Carnose euonymus, Euonymus carnosus”!  

Below was written in “2010 Great Plants® Releases” article: 

“Carnose euonymus,  
Euonymus carnosus 
 
Tiny flowers in spring give way to abundant popcorn-like fruits with a 
dark rosy coat and scarlet seeds that persist well into winter. Bright 
green leaves turn shades of red in autumn. An extremely hardy small 
tree that is cold- and drought-tolerant. It is adaptable to both sun and 
shade, but produces more fruit in sun. Collected in northern China by 
Harlan Hamernik of Bluebird Nursery, Inc. 12-15’h x 8-10’w” 

 

Harlan Hamernik, the founder of Bluebird Nursery of Clarkson, Nebraska, died this fall as a result 
of an accident at his home. We gardeners will greatly miss him. On his travels of the highways 
and byways of Nebraska to nations in the Fareast, like China, he searched the countryside for 
delightful, uncultivated plants that have become treasures in our landscapes. Because of his re-
search, our memories of him will live on through the plants he brought to Nebraska for us to en-
joy. 

Memories      By Ellen Glanzer , Madison County Master Gardener 

Pleaching   By Karen Zierke , Pierce County Master Gardener 

Last spring as I was reading a flyer from Arbor Lodge, I stumbled upon a question regarding pleaching.  This is their definition: “Pleaching is 
an ancient art form in which the branches of the same type tree are crossed and grafted together.  The grafting is usually done by making a 
cut in the bark of both branches and tying them together until the graft ‘takes’.”  

If a person has the time and patience, all sorts of shapes can eventually 
be achieved.  Arches, or arbors, are probably the most common and were 
especially popular in medieval gardens.  Living fences, fanciful sculptures 
and even structures such as gazebos can be created.  The trick is to use a 
species with flexible limbs and the ability to self-graft, or ‘inosculate.’  
Willows, hornbeams and apples are commonly used.  Other inosculate 
species include:  alder, almond, beech, dogwood, hazelnut, linden, pear, 
peach, and sycamore.’ 

Checking out the internet (yes, it questioned the spelling of pleaching, 
asking if I didn’t mean bleaching), that pleaching was popular in the 17th 

& 18th century design, particular-
ly in France and Italy.  It was 
used to create a ‘grand entrance’ 
or to enclose intimate spaces in 
the gardens.   

As we know styles come and go 
and then return.  Pleaching was 
re-introduced recently at a fa-
mous flower show and now enthusiasm is filtering across the country.  Related forms of manipula-
tion are popular like tunnels and tree ceilings can be seen for sale in some of the large garden cen-
ters. For those interested in trying your hand, ready-pleached trees are available, mainly imported 
from Italy.  These tree branches have already started to be trained and are tied to a bamboo frame.  
They warn you, to leave lots of space for them to grow!  Despite the work involved, it is not surpris-
ing that gardeners are rediscovering the value of pleached trees; the boldness of their architecture, 
their clean crisp lines in winter and their ability to create private enclosed spaces. 

When I went to ‘Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia’, I discovered many more ideas of tree training 
and shaping furniture like chairs etc.   

Anyone ready to try pleaching?   
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"For in the true nature of things, if we rightly consider, every green tree is 
far more glorious than if it were made of gold and silver." Martin Luther 

If green is more to your liking than silver or gold, simplicity more compelling 
than artifice, then let nature do the decorating this year. It'll make you pay 
more attention outdoors while you're gathering things and the objects you 
bring in can be appreciated in more detail than from a mere walk-by on a 

cold morning. 

Whatever you find beautiful in the land-
scape – evergreens, bare branches, pine 
cones, bark, acorns, seedheads, bird feath-
ers, berries, tree mushrooms, stones – can 
be used indoors as well. If you're handy 
with a glue gun or wire cutters, you can 
make elaborate wreaths, swags and ar-
rangements. The less-skilled among us can 
simply gather them in bowls, pots or boxes 
with a minimum of effort. Candles and 
twinkle lights, maybe with a few shiny balls 
for reflecting, make them more visible and more of a focal point. 

What to gather? The options are endless: berries from bittersweet, coralberry, eastern wahoo, cedar, vibur-
num, snowberry; dried flowers like artemisia, hydrangea, statice, grasses, goldenrod, rose hips, strawflow-
ers, ornamental grasses; semi-evergreen plants like holly, wintercreeper, periwinkle, leather-leaf viburnum; 
acorns, walnuts or other seed pods; vines from honeysuckle, bittersweet, winter creeper, vinca, grape, etc. 

How you gather or arrange them is up to you, but here are a few ideas: 

            – Do some pruning and put the bare (or decorated) branches in vases. 

            – Cut sections of birch or other large branches to use as candle holders or stands, or detach bark to tie around glass jars. 

            – Fill mason jars with fruit, berries, nuts, candles, or stalks of grains or grasses. 

            – Tuck pinecones into potted succulents. 

            – Use a section of rustic wood as a table runner. 

            – Fill an abandoned bird's nest with Christmas decorations. 

            – The wonderful blue berries of eastern redcedar will complement any grouping. 

            – Fill terracotta pots, large or small, with evergreens, pine cones, seedheads. 

            – Separate leaves from a fern or flowering plant and put individual leaves or stems in a series of jars and vases. 

            – What's your favorite bowl or platter? Fill it with pine cones, a small houseplant and some favorite rocks. 

            – Attach sprigs of evergreen to old garden tools like rakeheads, trowels and dandelion diggers and hang them on walls, doors or  
    window frames. 

            – Christmas trees can be decorated in the same manner – with seedheads, pine cones, nests, dried 
flowers, etc. 

            – Wrap Christmas presents with bows tied around cuttings from evergreen, wintercreeper or periwinkle. 

            – Use terracotta pots as gift holders rather than bags or boxes. 

 
See ideas and photos at: pinterest.com/nearboretum/natural-decorating/. 

12/7/12/12-DM          Source: Karma Larsen, Nebraska Statewide Arboretum,  
    402-472-7923,  klarsen1@unl.edu 

ITGDec.7                   Editor: Dan Moser, IANR News Service, 402-472-3030, dmoser3@unl.edu 

 

    Decorate with Green— 
   Rather Than Gold 
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Hostas are truly a gardener’s delight. 
HOSTA is a huge genus of beautiful foliage 
plants for shady areas. Hostas vary from 
miniatures of 2 inches both tall and wide 
to giants that stand nearly 4 feet tall and 
8 feet diameter. Hostas come in a seem-
ingly endless variety of leaf design with 
only 5 colors: dark green, light green, 
blue green, white and a dull gold. The 
flowers can be showy racemes on tall 
stalks, but usually are not the main point 
of interest. These plants are hardy almost 
without exception in Zone 3 to Zone 10. 
They have minimal enemies (snails, slugs, 
direct sun, dogs, deer and hail). They 
withstand drought, and as long as well 
drained do well in most soils. Hostas tend 
to weed their own beds by creating a can-
opy of leaves completely shutting out 
light.  

Hostas generally are a clump of many 
individual plants, with stems and leaves 
that rise up and droop back toward the 
ground. Thus most of the hostas form 
compact clumps of varying heights and 
widths with many layers of leaves. A few 
varieties are ground covers, and will fill in 
a bed rather than form the common 
clump. An unusual group of them is actu-
ally vase shaped holding their leaves 
pointing up. The leaves come in a wide 
variety of shapes from long and narrow to 
nearly 12 inches wide in some of the gi-
ants. Some of the varieties have ruffled 
edged leaves. The leaf edges are never 
toothed. In some varieties, the leaves are 
crinkled. 

One of the delights for gardeners is that a 
hosta plant comes with a predetermined 
height and width. The little miniatures 
make great window or railing box or fan-
tasy garden plants. The small, mediums 
and larges fill in spaces along foundations, 
walls, around trees, and just mixed for 
their beautiful variety of foliage in shady 
open areas. The giants are truly giant, 
taking 5 to 7 years to spread to 8 feet in 
diameter and from 2 to 4 feet tall, not 
counting the flower stalks. The giants do 
well in foundation and wall plantings. A 
mixture of several different giants along a 
house's foundation is spectacular. The 
height and breadth of a plant will remain 
the same once the plant has reached ma-
turity. Very occasionally will a variety 
“mutate” or revert back to a parent varie-
ty. Watch carefully that your giants don't 
overgrow your mediums and larges, killing 
them. As the plants mature, you may 
want to spread them out, rescuing the 
smaller from the larger.  

Planting Hosta is not difficult. Choose a 
shady, well drained location. The lighter 
colored varieties withstand more sun than 
the darker varieties. But all of them can 
sunburn badly, turning brown on the edg-
es of the leaves. Exception: There are a 
few white hostas that do very poorly in 
any sun, needing full shade. Make sure 
the soil is well drained. They tend to like 
loam, but do well in most well drained 
soils. When planting, plant them a little 
deeper than you would think from the 

color change on the stem. And make sure 
to kind of mound the soil up around the 
stem, and pack the soil in firmly. Water 
them in well, then water sparingly 
throughout the season. If you underwater, 
the plants just sit there and wait for more 
water. If you overwater, they may drown.  

Hostas are easy to come by. Hostas are 
best purchased in the spring. A quick 
“Google” of “Hosta” yields scores of nurse-
ries and breeders that ship at the right 
time for each zone. Most local nurseries 
and plant stores carry from 3 or 4 to 15 or 
20 varieties. Some breeders will ship tis-
sue cultures, which are very small individ-
ual plants. These, if kept from dogs and 
deer, do well. When buying hostas, be 
sure to make note of the mature size of 
that plant. Even the giants may arrive as 
a single 1-2” leaf.  

The breeders have been prolific in the 
United States, in Japan and in Europe. 
Hostas are easy to raise from seed 
(although often not true to type or varie-
ty), tissue culture, and division, reproduc-
ing in ever expanding clumps. Today there 
are probably over 20,000 varieties. And 
any one nursery can have two or three 
hundred varieties for sale. One problem in 
buying hostas is that the breeders have 
not been careful in naming their plants. 
Many plants that are actually varieties, 
are listed as species. New varieties can be 
found in even a beginners garden, if the 
owner does not trim back the flower stalks 
before the seeds drop.  

The medium and smaller varieties of Hos-
ta can be split or divided most any time. If 
watered well, the medium and smaller 
hostas can be moved any time they are 
growing. The larger and giant varieties are 
best divided in the early fall, as they tend 
to not stand up again in the year of divi-
sion. The number of plants per clump can 
be several hundred, so if a few are lost to 
the spade, no great lost. The clumps can 
be separated into individual plants. Or the 
clumps can just be divided to the desired 

size with a spade, and the resulting small-
er clump replanted, and watered in. Hosta 
clumps can be left in place for many 
years. Sometimes the clumps will “fairy 
ring,” leaving an empty, usually depressed 
center. These clumps should be split into 
smaller clumps and moved elsewhere.  

As hostas come up late in the spring, oth-
er plants that are early bloomers with 
early die back like Virginia Blue Bells, prai-
rie columbine, bleeding hearts, dutch-
man's breeches, jack in the pulpit, blood 
root and early bulbs can be planted in the 
same bed for early spring interest. Plants 
like Solomon's seal or the taller irises, if 
not directly under the hosta can hold their 
own, poking up through the edges of a 
hosta plant, adding a vertical interest 
point in the garden. Plants such as ferns 
look good bordering a hosta bed. If your 
sun and shade are well enough defined, 
day lilies, husker red, or dark tower can 
be planted beside hosta. Watching the 
size of the hosta, ligularia species provide 
an interesting variation in foliage. 

In the fall, wait cleaning the hosta beds til 
the entire plant is laying down and dry. 
Very late in the fall, or early in the winter, 
the leaves and stalks can in most cases be 
easily pulled off with a sideways motion. 
Do not pull straight up, as this may dam-
age the root or disturb the soil – root 
complex. If the leaves do not easily pull, 
wait til much later to remove them.  

Snails and slugs can be controlled with jar 
lids of alcohol (stale beer) or bleach and 
being careful of the source you buy your 
hosta from. Diatomaceous earth mulch is 
also effective, as might perhaps be ashes 
or coarse sand collars for the plants. The 
soft bodied slugs and snails do not like 
pointy things on the ground they crawl 
over. Avoid metaldehyde based poisons as 
they are poisonous to cats, dogs, and 
children. Not planting hostas near water, 
like streams or ponds, helps to prevent 
snail or slug attacks.  

Dogs love the coolness under the larger 
hosta and will root them out as they turn 
to lay down. Hail puts holes in the leaves. 
Depending on the degree of damage, and 
your acceptance of leaves with holes, the 
damaged leaves can be trimmed off with-
out damaging the overall clump. If the 
leaf edges are turning brown, there is far 
too much sun in their location. Moving 
burned hosta is strongly recommended as 
the only solution. Deer eat hostas like 
candy, so planting them where deer will 
find them is not a good idea.  

Hostas are truly a gardener's friends. They 
form season long interesting spots of in-
terest. They fill in spaces between and 
around other plants. They make great 
foundation plantings. They can cover 
slopes, corners, and other difficult garden 
spots. They are amazingly easy to grow, 
to multiply, to breed. One unfortunate 
side effect of the good qualities of hostas 
is that they in are danger of being over 
used. Good garden planning will prevent 
this from happening.  

Hostas          By Tom Surber , Madison County Master Gardener 
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Articles and infor-
mation for the 
April issue of The 
Green Patch are 

due to Pam Greunke 
(pam.greunke@unl.edu) by     
February 28, 2012. 

The GreatPlants® program is a joint effort of the Nebraska Nursery & Landscape Association and the 
Nebraska Statewide Arboretum that selects and promotes exceptional plants – reliably hardy, easy to 
care for, and ornamentally worthwhile – for Plants of the Year and for GreatPlants Releases and Intro-
ductions. Ask for them at your local nursery!  http://arboretum.unl.edu/greatplants/index.html 

2013 Tree of the Year Quercus ellipsoidalis, North-
ern Pin Oak. Glossy, very deeply cut foliage. It is 
columnar in form but lower branches tend to droop to 
the ground, much like the pin oak. It’s native to the 
Great Lakes region and found growing in dry, upland 
conditions. Outstanding bright red fall color and very 
tolerant of high pH soils. Acorns are elongated, ellipse
-shaped. Grows 60-75’ with a narrower spread. 

2013 Conifer of the Year Pinus strobiformis, Border 
Pine. A beautiful, adaptable conifer with soft, blue-
green needles. Drought-tolerant, it is native to the 
lower Rocky Mountains. It can be a good alternative 
to overplanted Eastern white pine and is similarly soft 
in appearance, with more of a bluish color. 

2013 Shrub of the Year Viburnum trilobum ‘Red 
Wing’, American Cranberrybush Viburnum. Four 
strong seasons of interest—large, lacy white flowers 
in spring against red-blushed new foliage, maple-
shaped leaves, summer berries and brilliant fall color 
on the foliage with fruits lasting through winter and 
providing late winter food for birds. It grows 10-12’ in 
height with a spread of 8-10’. 

2013 Perennial of the Year Filipendula rubra, 
Queen-of-the-Prairie. Beautiful, lacy pink flower 
heads similar to Queen Anne’s lace and large, maple-
shaped leaves. American Meadows nursery lists it 
third in its top ten wildflowers, “Never heard of it? 
That’s because it’s one of the most under-appreciated 
native wildflowers in North America...it looks like a 
pink Queen Anne’s Lace, but...it’s even more beauti-
ful.”  It grows 3-6’ high, needs somewhat moist soil 
and is attractive to bees, butterflies, and birds. 

2013 Grass of the Year Schizachyrium scoparium 
Blue Heaven™, Little Bluestem. A new selection of 
little bluestem selected by the University of Minnesota 
for its very upright habit and beautiful, blue-grey 
foliage that turns purple/red in late fall. Like all little 
bluestems, it requires little or no watering after the 
first year and tolerates clay or sand and acidic or 
alkaline pH. 

2013 Release Great-
Plants™ Viburnum x 
’GSLadges’. Copper 
Ridges™ Viburnum. 
Handsome foliage with 
dramatic serration and 
deeply ridged veins that 
has been described as 
looking like a “green, 
ruffled potato chip.”  
Early spring foliage has a 
reddish blush and fall 
color begins copper and 
changes to maroon. 
Grows 6-8’ in height and 
spread. Another fine 
selection from Gary and 
Susan Ladman of Classic 



Meetings held at: 
UNL Extension - Madison County 
601 E Benjamin Ave, Suite 105 
Norfolk NE 68701 

Phone:  
402-370-4040 Madison County 
402-329-4821 Pierce County 
402-563-4901 Platte County 
402-375-3310 Wayne County 

Northeast Nebraska Master Gardeners 

Jane Jensen correctly identified the arthropod from the last What is it?. She correctly identified the 
arthropod as a Carolina wolf spider (Hogna vigna). They are quite common in the fall and often find 
their way inside buildings. Though large, they pose little danger to people. I asked for the specific 
species of wolf spider due to the fact that there are over 200 species in North America alone.  

What is It??   By Wayne Ohnesorg, Extension Educator 

We’re on the web at  

http://madison.unl.edu/mastergardenerhome 
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UNL EXTENSION—WAYNE COUNTY 
510 N PEARL ST, STE C 
WAYNE NE 68787 

 
What is this??? 
 
I photographed this colorful beetle at Gilman Park in Pierce, NE. The 
plant (Milkweed) it is on is also its adult and larval food source. Typi-
cally you can find this insect during June and July. If you pick one up 
and hold it to your ear, you might be able to hear the squeaking sound 
it produces. What kind of insect is it? Be as specific as you can.  
 
If you think you know, you can give me a call at  
(402) 370-4044 or shoot me an email wohnesorg2@unl.edu. 
 
Your challenge is to correctly identify the insect and/or plant. The first 
person to contact me with the correct answer will be awarded one (1) 
training hour. Everyone that submits an answer will be entered into an 
end of the year drawing for a free Extension Circular such as the Land-
scape Diagnostic Guide for Problems Affecting Woody Ornamentals. For 
every What is it? column you provide an answer for, you will receive 
one entry. This offer is available for both the Platte County and North-
east Nebraska Master Gardener groups. 


