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Begonia     By Karen Zierke , Pierce County Master Gardener 

Inside this issue: 

Flower meaning for the Beautiful Begonia:  WARNING!!  Flirtatious but frivolous: “Beware! I am not serious”    

There are thousands of different species of begonias that have been so crossbred that neat classification is impossible but generally 

there are three main varieties: fibrous (wax) begonias, tuberous, and rhizomatous (rex).   Most begonias are hardy in Zone 10 and 

we are Zone 5.  But they do winter over indoors very well and most will continue to bloom.  The tuberous variety will need to be 

allowed to go into dormancy for the winter. If you plan to start your own plants, they can be very challenging as the seeds are tiny 

and finicky, but they can be successfully grown with patience and good care.  Most begonias thrive on high humidity, light fertilizer 

schedule, and sufficient watering.  Be careful not to overwater as they do rot easily.  Allow those that are over-wintering in your 

home to become almost dry before giving them a generous drink of water. 

Fibrous begonias are what I refer to as a wax begonias and the kind you will find used in shady outdoor planters. The single blooms 

are in clusters that range in colors from white to scarlet. They will bloom continually all summer. Most leaves are a glossy green but 

some varieties have bronze colored leaves.  

Angel Wings – normally are taller (up to 4 foot) and they make excel-

lent house plants as well as summer outdoor plants. These are easy 

to grow.  Their stems remind me of bamboo.  It is recommended to 

cut them back to 3 to 4 leaf nodes in early spring to encourage new 

growth. The tops can easily be rooted for more plants to share. The 

dragon wing variety (with wing shaped glossy green leaves) blooms 

more profusely as the summer warms. Dragon wings and baby wings 

will tolerate more sun than other species. Santa Cruz Sunset has 

bright red-orange blooms and is perfect for hanging baskets. Some 

sources classify it with the wing group and others as tuberous.  

Begonia grandis - is the hardiest of the begonias as it will survive in 

zone 6.  I have one that creeps out from under the southern side of 

our house in mid-summer. This winter’s cold may prove to be the final 

test.  The leaves are small and shiny and second only to their lovely 

display of shimmering pink flowers. 

Tuberous begonias grow from bulb-like tubers that prefer indirect lighting.  Breeders have created various clas-

ses of tuberous begonias, which are distinguished by the flower's form. Flower color ranges from pure white to 

the deepest crimson. There are even picotee types that feature contrasting colors on the petal edges. The type 

you choose to grow is purely a matter of personal taste. Their blooms are usually double (resembling roses) and 

some are deliciously scented.  Starting from seed is an economical way to produce your own tubers for if you 

start them early in the spring they will have produced a tuber by the end of the growing season. Tubers may 

take up to three months from planting to bloom so start early in March by planting in a shallow pot or flat filled 

with moist potting mix.  Place the tubers hollow side up and cover lightly (1/2 in) with soil and place in a warm 

indoor well-lit area, like under a florescent light. Keep the soil moist but not soggy and when two or more 

leaves show, you may transplant to a larger pot, setting the tuber about 1-2” below the surface of the potting 

soil.  Wait until all danger of frost has past before leaving them outside in bright but not direct sunlight. In most 

areas, come fall before frost has nipped the plants, remove tubers from containers or beds and let them dry in 

an airy, shady place indoors. After the tops have dried, remove them and store the tubers in dry peat moss in a 

cool, dark place with temperatures between 35 and 45 degrees F. In early spring, begin the cycle again by 

starting tubers indoors. 

Of the more than 1,000 species of begonias known to man, the tuberous begonias must be considered the most 

stunning. With up to 6-inch, showy flowers that bloom from summer to fall, tuberous begonias provide good-

season color when planted in containers and beds. Perhaps their greatest attribute is that they bloom in the 

shade. A couple years ago Dutch Bulbs introduced Begonia ‘Oderosa’ whose pink/apricot blooms give off a won-

derful scent as well as having gorgeous green and bronze foliage.  Tuberous begonias are native to the high 

altitude growing conditions in the Andes Mountains. They perform best when grown in a similar environment 

with high humidity and cool nights. Tuberous begonias do not grow well in hot, arid environments without spe-

cial care. Though they need to be shaded from hot sunlight, they do need some sun to flower best. Morning 

light or light that is filtered through leaves or a lattice roof is best.  

Rex begonias are called rhizomatous because of their thick, fleshy stems, called rhizomes, which either spread 

out over the soil, or rise up in short gnarled trunks.  And new leaves can grow from every joint of the rhizome 

(Continued on page 4) 
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9:30 AM — Perennials: Getting Started The session will highlight Garden Preparation, Propaga-

tion, and Plant selection. Come to learn from his many years of experience.     

Rod Ackerman, is originally from Norfolk and has been actively growing and collecting plants in one form or 

another for over 40 years.  During the last 20 years, he has been working at Bluebird Nursery in Clarkson, NE as 

an Area Manager/Grower.  While at Bluebird, Rod has had the opportunity to be involved in nearly every aspect of 

perennial production from seed collection, cuttings, tissue culture, new cultivar development, to finished plants 

ready for the garden center.  Rod also oversees the pest and disease control program.  In addition to working with 

over 2,000 different varieties of plants at Bluebird Nursery, he also maintains over an acre of private garden that 

contains a wide range of plant material from trees, shrubs, dwarf conifers, intermixed with herbaceous perennials; 

including both woodland and prairie wildflowers.  Prior to arriving at Bluebird Nursery, Rod was actively involved in 

orchid hybridizing and propagation while working at A & P Orchids in Swansea, MA and while working on his Mas-

ter’s degree in Biology at Ball State University in Muncie, IN. 

MEET THE 2014 SPEAKERS 

Saturday, April 26 

We have some outstanding speakers lined up to educate  
everyone on various topics.   

Be sure to attend and learn from the experts. 

11:00 AM — Trees of Our Nebraska Lives: The Myth, The Agony, The Rewards  
Trees can be found everywhere, from our parks to our farms/ranches and even growing out of the cracks in the 

sidewalk.  Most people take them for granted, but some find them to be a life form of earth that are interweaved 

within all cultures and actually connect all humans in a way you may not see.  In this presentation you will learn 

how trees are part of every culture and religion on earth (The Myth); understand how to pick out a tree for your 

house/farm/park, how to help the tree grow and flourish, disease and insect problems, and overcome the dread-

ed fear of pruning (The Agony); and finally understand that all the agony of caring and nurturing that tree will 

have its great rewards and sooner than you think (The Rewards).  This session will have hands on activities and 

time for questions.  

Pam Bergstrom was born and raised right here in Northeast Nebraska.  Hailing from the metropolitan 

area of Brunswick/Copenhagen/Plainview, she started a love affair with trees when her parents put in a new 

shelterbelt and her afterschool chore was to water and weed around the trees.  A graduate from University of 

Missouri-Columbia with a Bachelors of Science Degree in Agroforestry with an Emphasis on Windbreak Establish-

ment and Renovation, she spent three years with the State of South Dakota working with South Dakota’s NRCS 

Offices and Conservation Districts, assisting with Mountain Pine Beetle Infestation in the Black Hills, and lending 

assistance with tree inventories.   

 In 2010, Pam returned to Northeast Nebraska and ever since has been the Forester for the Lower 

Elkhorn Natural Resources District (LENRD) stationed out of Norfolk.  With her position, she works with landown-

ers, communities, and students talking about the importance of tree diversity, health, and the wonder of trees.  

Her main area of emphasis is promoting the LENRD’s Conservation Tree Program.  She has also been an active 

member of the Society of American Foresters both in South Dakota and in Nebraska.  In January 2014, she was 

elected to the position of President Elect for the Great Plains Chapter of the Society of American Foresters.  

Within the Society of American Foresters, she is also crusading to establish a Certified Agroforester Program that 

would highlight the importance of Agroforestry and Forestry that is found in the Great Plains. In the fall of 2014, 

she will start on her Masters of Agroforestry Degree through the University of Missouri-Columbia’s Horticulture 

and Agroforestry Research Center.  

1:00 PM — Emerging Landscape Insect Issues  New insect pests could be threatening your gar-

den and landscape. Insects covered will be Japanese beetle, spotted winged drosophila, and emerald ash borer. You 

will learn how to identify each pest insect and how to manage them. 

Wayne Ohnesorg grew up in Sidney, Nebraska. He attended the University of Wyoming for a BS in Agroecolo-

gy with minors in Insect Biology, Agricultural Entomology, and Soil Science. From there he attended Iowa State Uni-

versity obtaining a MS in Entomology. Currently Wayne is an Extension Educator with the University of Nebraska-

Lincoln stationed in Madison County and working also in Wayne, Pierce, and Stanton Counties. He is the coordinator 

for the Northeast Nebraska Master Gardener Group and panelist on Backyard Farmer. 
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to form a solid canopy of foliage.  Leaves can be a half-inch across or measure more than a full foot.  They can be rounded, star-shaped, or 

look like bird wings.  Their texture can be smooth and glossy, or soft and fuzzy.  And although the foliage is often green and red, it can be 

splashed with silver, purple, and even pink.  

During the winter months, the plants will flower, but compared to the extravagant foliage, the blooms are modest.  Rhizomatous begonias 
are remarkably pest resistant, and thrive in warm temperatures, in bright, indirect sunlight.  And because the rhizomes store up quite a bit 

of moisture, the biggest mistake we make with these plants is over-watering.  

Rex begonias have hundreds of different varieties that make stunning houseplants all year long and they 

enjoy being outside during the summer if you provide a sheltered area for them.  

Anthole &  Art Hodes have large velvety leaves that have a copper-red under cast.  Beefsteak begonias 

have dinner plate size shiny green leaves. I like the brightly colored spiraled leaf plants like ‘China swirl’, 

‘Escargot’, & ‘Taurus’.    

When purchasing begonias, or any plant, at a nursery, always read the tags and ask questions of the 

sales personnel. The cascading varieties are beautiful planted in baskets hung, set on your deck, or sus-

pended from the branches of a large tree.  The upright-forms, such as those found in the nonstop series 

that grow about a foot tall can be used in planters or directly into your flower bed.  No matter which 

variety of begonia you choose to grow, they will be the hi-light of your gardens. 

(Continued from page 1) Begonia 

Youth have the opportunity to test their Horticulture 

knowledge by participating in Contests. 
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The Northeast Nebraska Master Gardeners will be hosting a Youth Horticulture ID Contest at their annual Plant Fair. All youth 
ages 8-18 years old (before January 1, 2014) are encouraged to participate.   Participation is free.  Pre-register by April 18 
by contacting the UNL Extension—Madison County 402-370-4040.  Prizes will be given for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place finishers in 
each of the age brackets. Contestants will be required to sight ID horticultural plants to the accepted common name. Plant 
list and study guides available at http://madison.unl.edu/theplantfair. 
 
Contest Details: 
Date: April 26, 2014 
Time: Competition begins 11:00 AM, Awards Presented 12:30 PM 
Location: Chuck Pohlman Ag Complex, Northeast Community College 
  2301 E Benjamin Ave, Norfolk 

 
 

The ages for brackets are broken down as follows: 
Junior – 8-11 years old before January 1, 2014 
Intermediate – 12-14 years old before January 1, 2014 
Senior – 15-18 years old before January 1, 2014 

 
Prizes: 
1st Place - $25 cash + $25 gift certificate at the Master Gardener Plant Booths 
2nd Place - $10 cash + $15 gift certificate at the Master Gardener Plant Booths 
3rd Place - $10 gift certificate at the Master Gardener Plant Booths 

A 4-H horticulture judging contest will be held on June 18, 7:00 pm at 

the Rhebb Acreage located 3 miles northeast of Norfolk, NE (84494 

Saddle Rd). The program is open to all 4-Hers and interested adults. 

There will be prizes for first, second and third place finishers; snacks 

and fun for all. Contact the Wayne County Extension Office at 402-375

-3310 for more information and to register. Pre-registration due by 

5:00 PM, June 13. Directions given when registering. 

http://madison.unl.edu/theplantfair


 

 

Page 5 NORTHEAST NEBRASKA MASTER GARDENERS PLANT FAIR 
       By Carolyn Lingenfelter , Madison County Master Gardener 

            (The Magic of Spring, Birds & Blooms, Plants Alive, Flowers on 

Parade, The Bloomin Fair were a few of the first Plant Fair themes.) 

The idea for a plant fair in northeast Nebraska was sparked by the inter-

est of several of our master gardeners who attended the Spring Affair in 

Lincoln, NE. After a few 120 plus miles to Lincoln to participate in the 

Spring Affair, the question was posed, 'Why can't we do something simi-

lar at Norfolk?' So the seed was planted. 

  

President (at the time) Kathy Hayes Duval and then extension agent 

Chris Carlson started organizing and planning.  The late Harlan Hamer-

nik of Bluebird Nursery in Clarkson, NE offered his full support of the 

idea.  His support was the basis for our plan and continues to be the 

base from which the plant fair is a success.  The Northeast Community 

College became our facility partner. 

At our first event we used half of the gymnasium in the Activities Center, now the Cox Activity 

Center.  With a little success by added vendors we expanded to using the full gymnasi-

um.  Also our hours on Saturday expanded to 2 hours on Friday night to accommodate friends 

who would be out of town on the weekend.  

  

The Norfolk Senior Citizens provided our food court, with its proceeds going to their pro-

jects.  They served great homemade pie. Some folks came out to the fair just for the pie and a 

cup of coffee with a friend.  The food court has been continued, but now is managed by a dedi-

cated group of our own 

MG ladies. We still have great 

homemade food. 

  

Our speakers and topics have 

varied with hopes of attracting 

a wide range of people.  A regular speaker each year (and many looked forward 

to) have been Shirley Hamernik and the late Harlan Hamernik.    Many times, 

each person attending their session would receive a free plant.   

  

Features added, that still continue are, a welcome and registration area, pur-

chased plant storage, the children activity corner, the 4-H horticulture ID con-

test, a question and answer booth, house plants, and demonstrations on the use 

of herbs.  Many supporting sponsors have also been added.  All of these addi-

tions have been made possible by the great people involved with our Plant Fair 

who are interested in promoting horticulture. 

  

 

A special feature of the Plant Fair is that it is FREE.  For those who attend similar 

events, there is usually a fee at the door or for the educational sessions. Our focus is 

on horticulture education and promoting the benefits of working outside in the 

soil.  Funds raised by the Master Gardeners have been used in a variety of ways, with 

different needs presented each year.  Some are, a scholarship to Northeast Communi-

ty College horticulture program, different 4-H projects, a school children's Arbor Day 

program, educational horticulture speakers and other programs.  

  

Promotion of an event is all important and we have had a friend at the Norfolk Daily 

News that has been rooting for us since day one and that is Mary Pat Finn-Hoag.    
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Mention pollinators in the landscape, and the first thought of 

most homeowners is the butterfly. Everyone loves to see this 

beautiful creature floating on a summer breeze, and some gar-

deners select plants specifically for them. 

Yet it is important to remember there is a long list of pollinators 

beyond butterflies. A wide range of bees, beetles, moths, flies, 

ants, birds and even bats all play an important role in pollina-

tion. Unfortunately these roles and their effectiveness have di-

minished in our highly fragmented or entirely altered native 

ecosystems. Weather changes, heavy use of non-native plants 

and pesticide use also have contributed to the decline of pollina-

tors. 

The most obvious reason this loss 

matters is that about a third of world-

wide food crops are pollinated by the 

creatures listed above. Closer to 

home, the productivity of your gar-

den, and of local farms supplying 
neighborhood markets, is directly 

affected by the health of the pollinator 

community. Less obvious but equally 

(or more) important, pollinators 

greatly contribute to the complex web 

of biodiverse ecosystems that support 

life as we know it. 

Of course, as individuals, we can't 

recreate an entire ecosystem. Yet 

each of us can contribute our piece of the puzzle and, with par-

ticipation across the community, the positive impact can be 

significant. Taking any of the following steps to provide the ba-

sics – food, shelter and water – will benefit the pollinators visit-

ing your property. 

Grow a diversity of mostly native plants. Many pollinating 

creatures have evolved in tandem with specific native plants, 

often creating a high reliance on a single species or limited 

group. The well-known monarch, a species in alarming decline, 

is one example. The monarch larvae appear to feed exclusively 

on plants in the milkweed family. No matter how attractive your 

non-native ornamental is to you, it may have zero appeal to 

many pollinators. 

The needs of the young of pollinators, like the monarch, are 

often overlooked. While the adults need nectar and pollen from 

flowers, the young usually feed on foliage. Though rarely men-

tioned in pollinator guides, oak and black cherry lead a long list 

of trees that are important food sources for pollinators. Native 

goldenrod, asters and the many varieties of native milkweed are 

some of the most popular herbaceous host plants for pollinators. 

Even many lawn "weeds," such as clover, plantain and violets, 

also contribute. Diversity, even in a lawn, is a good thing. 

Provide shelter. Pollinators also need shelter for nesting and 

roosting, plus protection from weather and predators. Of course 

live plants contribute to this need, but even dead plant materi-

als in various stages of decay are important too. Shelter can be 

provided with tree snags, rotting logs, leaf litter and stems of 

annuals and perennials. Or con-

sider creating a bee box or insect 

h o t e l  ( l a nc a s t e r . un l . e du /

n e b l i n e / 2 0 1 3 / f e b 1 3 /

NebFeb13p01.pdf). 

Provide Water. Another easy 

way to benefit pollinators is to 
provide a reliable source of water. 

Bird baths, ponds or even a mud-

dy puddle will do the trick, espe-

cially if they have shallow areas 

with gently sloping sides. 

Avoid Pesticides. For the sake 

of pollinators, it is best to limit or 

entirely avoid pesticide use. Many 

pesticides are systemic, meaning 

they travel to all parts of the plant through its vascular system. 

This may stop the target pest, but it can also affect pollinators 

and other beneficial insects, both leaf-feeding larvae and nectar- 

and pollen-feeding adults, plus insect-feeding bats and birds. 

(Note: Pesticides for treating the fast-approaching emerald ash 

borer are systemic.) Surface-applied (contact) pesticides can 

have similar detrimental effects. Instead, strive for a diverse 

and balanced landscape with an abundance of beneficial insects 

to help keep pests in check. Also, accept some insect feeding on 

your plants and remember that most can tolerate it, unless at 

extreme levels. Finally, consider organic controls or hand re-

moval of pests. 

Sharing our landscapes with pollinators is critical since we have 

disrupted so many of the native ecosystems. Co-existing with 

them rather than competing with them will benefit us both. By 

protecting the interests and needs of pollinators, ultimately we 

protect our own. 

Native, Diverse Plant Populations 
Help Attract Pollinators  

CELEBRATE NEBRASKA...GROW BIG RED! 

UNL Extension - Help Keep Nebraska Beautiful Celebrate 50 Years in 2014! 

For more information contact: 
Keep Nebraska Beautiful 
3201 Pioneers Blvd., Suite 118 
Lincoln, NE 68502 
402.486.4562 
Email: info@knb.org 
Website: www.knb.org 

How You Can Participate... 

Grow Big Red is a project that can be easily implemented in large and small communities across the state. Join in the fun and 

help make our state even more beautiful! The following are a few ideas to spread a sea of red flowers all across the state!  

 Consider adopting an elementary classroom or a local school for an organized planting with the students 

 Mobilize your local downtown merchants to plant a pot or barrel with red flowers in front of their business-- or better 

yet, encourage them to sponsor 4-Hers to plant the flowers for them! 

 Enlist other youth organizations such as Scouts, Boys & Girls Clubs, church groups, etc. to join with your Club to plant red 

flowers throughout your community 

 Encourage your residents to plant red flowers in their own yards or flower gardens.  

 Enter your Grow Big Red efforts in the Keep Nebraska Beautiful Awards to be presented at our annual Awards Luncheon 

in June. Remember to take pictures! The awards application can be downloaded from our website a www.knb.org/

awards.html 

http://www.knb.org
http://www.knb.org/awards.html
http://www.knb.org/awards.html
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Articles and infor-

mation for the July 

issue of The Green 

Patch are due to Pam 

Greunke (pam.greunke@unl.edu) 
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Editor  Deb Daehnke 
 

Contributors Carolyn Lingenfelter 
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        NE Statewide Arboretum 

Karen Mroczek & Marilyn Schmit 

The Green Patch  
Contributors 

Make Your Garden a Monarch Way Station! 

Wherever you live, you can make a difference in the declining monarch butterfly 
population this season. Plant butterfly weed (Asclepias, also known as milkweed) in 
your sunny garden and in any meadows, fields, and lots where wildflowers are per-
mitted. You might just save a flock of migrating butterflies! 

Migrating monarch butterfly populations are at their lowest point since recordkeeping 
began. Each year a group of butterflies makes a Canada-to-Mexico flight, and last 
year fewer than ever butterflies were counted on this journey. Deforestation, climate 
change, and other factors all play roles in the decline, but perhaps the single most 
important factor is the scarcity of butterfly weed in the United States. 

So what has happened to all the wild Asclepias? Once a common volunteer in corn 
and soy crops, butterfly weed has now all but vanished from commercial growing 
fields, thanks to herbicide-tolerant crops. (The herbicide kills the Asclepias and other 
"weeds" but doesn't affect the corn or soy.) This may improve crop yields in the 
short term, but the monarchs that need Asclepias to survive are also pollinators of 
many vegetable crops, and their decline may have devastating long-range effects. 

Monarchs use Asclepias in critical phases of their life cycle. In late winter and early 
spring, they lay their eggs in butterfly weed plants. When the caterpillars (larvae) 

hatch, they eat ONLY butterfly weed and nothing else. Then they attach to a stem of the plant, weave a chrysalis around them-
selves, and undergo their transformation into butterflies. As adults, they may return to Asclepias as one source of nectar (among 
many others; see the list at the end of this article); they will certainly return to lay their eggs just 2 weeks later. This cycle contin-
ues for 3 generations, until the 4th generation, which is born in autumn. These are the migrators, which head south on their long 
journey. 

Clearly, butterfly weed is vital to the survival of the monarch butterfly. Can your garden, meadow, or even the vacant lot down the 
street offer a stand of Asclepias to host these butterflies?    

Luckily, Asclepias is a lovely plant to grow, with a rich vanilla scent, a bushy habit, and charming flat-topped flower clusters that 
make lovely fresh and dried indoor arrangements. (Don't worry -- this plant is so free-flowering that even if you cut a big armload 
of blooms, there will still be plenty for the butterflies!) It is perennial, and it's hardy from one end of the country to the other (zones 
3-9).  

Butterfly weed is easy to start from seed, so consider scattering the species freely in any sunny spot. You'll love its bright orange 
blooms! Newer varieties offer a wider range of colors, including the very popular Gay Butterflies mix of yellow, orange, and red, 
as well as beautiful pink-and-red Cinderella. Or, if you'd prefer to transplant young plants and get the color showing even quicker, 
we offer the species and ever-popular neon-bright Hello Yellow as plants. 

Monarch butterflies are pollinators of many vegetables, including the squash family. Why not plant some butterfly weed in your 
pumpkin patch and around the summer squash and zucchinis? If you're planning a 3 Sisters Planting this year, consider ringing it in 
Asclepias. It is a native plant too, and the butterflies it attracts may just bring you bigger squash, bean, and corn crops! 

—————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————— 
Want to learn more about the plight of the Monarchs? We consulted the good folks at MonarchWatch.org and National Geographic 
for the latest information. 

Want a butterfly garden? Grow these super-easy nectar-bearing annuals and perennials from seed, offer dishes of very shallow wa-
ter, and get the camera ready!  

Decline of The Monarch Butterfly     reprinted by permission of Park Seed 

Celebrate Spring Gardening 

Thursday , April 24, 2014, 4:00—8:00 pm 

American Legion, 2263 3rd Ave, Columbus NE 

A splendid event for the inquisitive gardener who may tend a precious, petite container garden to 

those who care for a beautiful spring luscious abundant garden. The entire event is rooted in a 

relaxing and fun atmosphere for you to enjoy. We hope you can join us.  

 Karen Mroczek, Columbus Campus and Marilyn Schmit, Master Gardener. 

4:00-5:00 pm Registration 

4:00 pm  The Garden Market, Vendors open for your shopping enjoyment. 

5:00-5:45 pm Garden Session 1 (choose one of two sessions) 

5:45-6:15 pm A Sandwich & a Stroll, Engage in a conversation with other  

  gardeners, browse the Garden Market, and enjoy a box lunch  

  provided for you. 

6:15-7:00 pm Garden Session 2 (choose one of two sessions) 

7:15-8:00 pm Garden Session 3 (choose one of two sessions) 

Registration form (with session choices) can be found at madison.unl.edu/mgupcomingevents. 

Register by filling out the form and sending with $25. Register by April 16, 2014. Questions? 

Please call Karen Mroczek at 402-562-1249. 

http://click.parkseed.com/c.html?ufl=e&rtr=on&s=x8pbr3,1sy5d,3vlz,7m0g,ex9i,kz1o,6an0
http://click.parkseed.com/c.html?ufl=e&rtr=on&s=x8pbr3,1sy5d,3vlz,7mel,b509,kz1o,6an0
http://click.parkseed.com/c.html?ufl=e&rtr=on&s=x8pbr3,1sy5d,3vlz,c256,a1gt,kz1o,6an0
http://click.parkseed.com/c.html?ufl=e&rtr=on&s=x8pbr3,1sy5d,3vlz,a6qo,2718,kz1o,6an0
http://click.parkseed.com/c.html?ufl=e&rtr=on&s=x8pbr3,1sy5d,3vlz,l6wf,iunz,kz1o,6an0
madison.unl.edu/mgupcomingevents


 

 

Meetings held at: 

UNL Extension - Madison County 
601 E Benjamin Ave, Suite 105 

Norfolk NE 68701 

Phone:  
402-370-4040 Madison County 

402-563-4901 Platte County 
402-375-3310 Wayne County 

Northeast Nebraska Master Gardeners 

Thank you to Tammy Furstenau for providing the correspondence I was missing and 

correctly identifying the carpenter worm (Prionoxystus robiniae) in October edition. 

Tammy also correctly identified the green darner dragonfly (Anax junius) from the 

January edition.  

What is It??   By Wayne Ohnesorg, Extension Educator 

We’re on the web at  

http://madison.unl.edu/mastergardenerhome 
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UNL EXTENSION—WAYNE COUNTY 

510 N PEARL ST, STE C 

WAYNE NE 68787 

This picture was sent to me back in 2010. It was 

found on the edge of a road in Holt County. The 

host plants that this caterpillar feeds on include 

many weedy species.  

If you think you know, you can give me a call at 

(402) 370-4044 or shoot me an email 

(wohnesorg2@unl.edu). The first person to con-

tact me with the correct answer will be awarded 

one (1) training hour. Everyone that submits an 

answer will be entered into an end of the year 

drawing for a free Extension Circular such as the 

Landscape Diagnostic Guide for Problems Affect-

ing Woody Ornamentals and Herbaceous Perenni-

als. For every What is it? column you provide an 

answer for you will receive one entry. This offer is 

available for both the Platte County and North-

east Nebraska Master Gardener groups.  

mailto:wohnesorg2@unl.edu

