
GARDEN TEA PARTY HAT CONTEST 
     In years past, hats were worn whenever the ladies went somewhere for a special occasion.  
Some of us even remember those days and sometimes pine for a return of the beautiful creations 
that women chose to wear.  For those that could afford it, the color of the hat matched the gloves, 
shoes, and other accessories.   (Oh, my!  La, de da!) 
     This year, the Master Gardeners (MG) hope to have some fun with a hat contest!  All hats are 
to be brought on Saturday, May 1 by 10:30am.  Judging will begin at 11:30am with awards given 
at 12:30pm. 
      There will be two divisions—one for the MG and one for the public.  Popular vote will deter-
mine the winner with the MG voting for the public entries and the public voting for the MG.  The 
hats can be worn during the competition or placed on a table next to the WJAG radio broadcast 
booth.  WJAG will help with information and votes.  Winners will receive gift certificates to be used 
for plants at the MG booth.  
      We are looking forward to this as a new fun activity for our plant fair and hope we have many 
contestants! 
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Spring Is Here and the Plant Fair is just around the corner! 

Northeast Nebraska Master Gardener Plant Fair 
 Youth Horticulture ID Contest 

 The Northeast Nebraska Master Gardeners will be hosting a Youth Horticulture ID Contest at their annual Plant 
Fair. All youth, including 4-H and FFA, are invited to participate. Participation is free but all participants must preregister 
by April 23 by contacting the Extension office in Madison, Pierce, Stanton, or Wayne County. Prizes will be given for 1st, 
2nd, and 3rd place finishers in each of the age brackets. Contestants will be required to sight ID horticultural plants to the 
accepted common name. The list of possible plants and study guides are available at 
       http://4h.unl.edu/contests/index.htm#Horticulture. 

Contest Details: 
Date: May 1, 2010 
Time: Competition begins 10:30 AM, Awards Presented 12:30 PM 
Location: Cox Activities Center NECC 

Prizes: 
1st Place - $25 cash + $25 gift certificate at the Master Gardener Plant Booths 
2nd Place - $10 cash + $15 gift certificate at the Master Gardener Plant Booths 
3rd Place - $10 gift certificate at the Master Gardener Plant Booths 

The ages for brackets are broken down as follows: 
Junior – 8-11 years old by January 1, 2010 
Intermediate – 12-14 years old by January 1, 2010 
Senior – 15-18 years old by January 1, 2010 
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We have some outstanding speakers lined up  
to educate everyone on various topics.   

Below is information on our four speakers.  
Be sure to attend and learn from the experts. 

 Shirley Hamernik, of Bluebird Nursery, Inc. has spent the last 52+ years working in 
many areas of the business. An All America Flower, Bedding Plant and Cool Season judge since the 
1980's, she oversees Bluebird's AAS Proving Ground, one of 46 sites in the US and Canada, as well 
as handling seed & custom label ordering, wholesale catalog, etc.  

 In Ornamental Grasses and Herbs in Your Landscape, she will present ideas for inte-
grating these valuable plants into the garden. With the wide range of sizes, textures and colors 
available in both grasses and herbs, you'll find information to help you make the right choice for 
your particular site. 

Dr. Roch Gaussoin is a professor of Agronomy and Horticulture and Extension Turfgrass Spe-
cialist at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln. He is also a long time panelist on Backyard Farmer.  Dr. Gaussoin 
has conducted research on weed and turfgrass management for more than 25 years. He has published more 
than 80 scientific papers; over 100 trade journal articles and is a frequent invited speaker to turfgrass confer-
ences nationally and internationally. Dr. Gaussoin has received the Outstanding Young Scientist Award from 
the University of Nebraska and the Presidential Award of Merit from the Nebraska Turfgrass Association. In 
2008, he received the Fred V. Grau Turfgrass Science Award, in recognition of significant career contributions 
in turfgrass science. 

Weed Control in Lawns and Landscape—Lawns and turf represent more irrigated acres in the US than 
corn. Most lawns are maligned and often mis-managed. A properly managed lawn increases "curb appeal" and 
benefits the environment. How to accomplish this, or in Larry the Cable Guy terms "Git-R-Done!", will be the 
focus of this presentation. Bring questions and be prepared to take a different look at managing your lawn. 

 Vaughn Hammond is an Extension Technologist for the University of Nebraska-Lincoln Exten-
sion.  Vaughn’s areas of focus are alternative, diversified, sustainable agriculture as well as the economic de-
velopment opportunities related to these areas.  This includes tree and small fruit, woody florals, Aronia 
melanocarpa, market vegetables and other non-traditional, high value crops. 
 He graduated from the University of Nebraska –Lincoln with a Bachelor of Science degree in  Horticul-
ture with an emphasis in fruit and vegetable production and soon a Master Degree in Entomology. 
 After graduating, he accepted a position as production manager for a hydroponic salad, herb green-
house and field grown specialty vegetable operation located on Long Island, New York.   
 Upon returning to Nebraska, Vaughn was selected as the viticulture technician for the University of 
Nebraska Viticulture Program.  In this capacity, he established 4 research plantings throughout southeast Ne-
braska and helped reestablish the Nebraska grape and wine industry.  He went on to become the Viticulturist 
for the National Arbor Day Foundation at Kimmel Orchard, where one of the research plantings is currently 
located. 

 With the completion of the University of Nebraska Kimmel Education and Research Center at the Kimmel Orchard, Vaughn 
transferred his duties back to the University of Nebraska as an Extension Technologist devoting his time to assisting alternative agricul-
ture producers, SE Nebraska Master Gardeners and local FFA chapters. 
 
 Community Gardens and Edible Landscapes—According to the National Gardening Association, 2009 experienced one of 
the largest surges in home food production in recent history and it is predicted that this trend will continue into 2010.  43 million house-
holds participated in growing their own food, up 19% over 2008’s 36 million.  Of those 7 million gardeners, 21% had never grown their 
own food. 
 Two of the ways that Americans are realizing their dream of producing their own food is by taking advantage of Community 
Gardens that are popping-up across the country and converting portions or even all of their yards to Edible Landscapes.  Learn how 
you too can begin to produce your own healthy, more nutritious, better tasting food without having to own a large city lot or acreage. 

 Wayne Ohnesorg grew up in Sidney, Nebraska. He attended the University of 
Wyoming for a BS in Agroecology with minors in Insect Biology, Agricultural Entomology, and Soil 
Science. From there he attended Iowa State University obtaining a MS in Entomology. Currently 
Wayne is an Extension Educator with the University of Nebraska-Lincoln stationed in Pierce County 
and working also in Wayne, Madison, and Stanton Counties. He is the coordinator for the North-
east Nebraska Master Gardener Group. 

Gardening to Attract Insects— Many times gardeners focus on ridding their gardens of insects. 
Why not garden to attract insects? There are many beneficial or desirable insects. These insects 
include butterflies and bees. In order to attract desirable insects, one needs to match the attrac-
tive qualities of plants for insects. The attractive qualities of plants and the insects they attract will 
be covered with audience participation. 
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 Show features include:   

* Demonstrations:  Discover Herbs! 
* Children’s Garden:  Special activities for children to learn a love of gardening! 
* Door Prizes drawn hourly! 
* Great Vendors selling flowers, herbs & plants as well as mulch, garden décor,  
 sculptures, home décor, garden tools, etc! 
* Ask The Master Gardener booth will feature a Master Gardener member on hand to answer your gardening questions! 
* New perennials and annuals on hand for sale!    
* Locally grown houseplants for sale, grown by Master Gardener members! 
* Plant Sitter Area: Place to keep your purchases until you have completed shopping and listening to speakers! 
* Delivery assistance to your vehicle! 
* Bring a Decorated Garden Tea Party Hat May 1 by 10:30 am and enter the contest.  Winner receives prize! 
* Youth Horticulture ID Contest: Youth ages 8-18 years old (by January 1, 2010) are encouraged to participate.    
 Participation is free.  Pre-register by April 23 by contacting the Extension office in Madison, Pierce, Stanton,  
 or Wayne County.  Three age brackets will receive prizes for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place finishers.   
 Contestants will be required to sight ID horticulture plants to the accepted common name.  Plant list and study 
 guides available on registration.  Competition begins May 1 at 10:30 am and awards presented at 12:30 pm. 

Proceeds support Horticulture 
Scholarships to Northeast  
Community College. 
 

Great Educational Speakers!  
 

Free Admission! 
 

Demonstrations! Discover Herbs 
 

Great Vendors! 
 

Children’s Activities! 
 

Door Prizes! 
 

Lunch Stand Provided by 
Master Gardeners! 

Educational Speakers: 
 

Saturday: 
9:00 a.m. Wayne Ohnesorg, UNL Extension Educator 
 “Gardening to Attract Insects” 
10:15 a.m. Shirley Hamernik, Bluebird Nursery 
 “Ornamental Grasses and Herbs in Your Landscape” 
10:30 a.m. Youth Horticulture ID Contest—details on page 1 
 

11:30 a.m. Roch Gaussoin, UNL Extension Turfgrass Specialist 
 “Weed Control in Lawns and Landscape” 
1:00 p.m. Vaughn Hammond, UNL Extension Technologist 
 “Community Gardens and Edible Landscapes” 

Sponsored by Northeast Nebraska Master Gardeners 
Co-sponsored by:   

Friday, April 30, 6:00 p.m.—8:00 p.m. 
Saturday, May 1, 9:00 a.m.—3:00 p.m. 
 

Northeast Community College\Cox Activity Center  
801 E. Benjamin Ave., Norfolk, Nebraska 



 Brunnera Macrophylls, also referred to as false forget-me-
not, can give the effect of a cool blue cloud when planted in a 
mass.  These slow growing perennials like moist, shady woodlands 
and appreciates a layer of mulch during the summer. In early spring 
it is topped with airy blue flowers.  It gives a nice bold texture look 
for the shade.  This plant tolerates poor soil and only grows about 1
-2 foot tall with a 20” spread but has an attractive bold look.  Cold 
hardy to zone 3 with coarse fuzzy leaves (that aren’t appealing to 
deer or insects.)  
 Sometimes they will reseed but may not be true to the 
mother plant and unfortunately, they won’t rebloom even if  dead-
headed.  Garden Gate magazine recommends planting it amongst 
cheerful yellow daffodils and later the attractive heart shaped leaves 
will help to hide the dying daffodil leaves. ‘Jack Frost’ has a lacy 
overlay of silver on the 5-8” green leaves that gives a sparkle to the 
shade garden.  Other varieties are ‘Dawson’s 
White’ & Langtrees.’ 
 Pulmonaria saccharata (Latin for sugar) 
or maybe you recognize it by one its many com-
mon names, lungwort, spotted-dog, Bethlehem 
sage, Jerusalem cowslip to name only a few.  This 
is an early perennial, blooming about the time 
the daffodils start to bloom; sometimes mine 
have even been dusted with snow.  These little 
plants don’t get very tall (generally under 12”) 
but they spread out to about 2’.  Plant where 
there is good circulation with lots of com-
post.  These plants do not like a heavy clay soil. 
 The blooms start to appear at about as 
soon as that first fuzzy bud is peeking through 

the earth and will continue to shoot up more blossoms for several 
weeks.   The ‘Roy Davidson’ buds are pink but the open flowers later 
turn to a pastel-blue as most pulmonaria blooms change color from 
the time they open until finished blooming. The foliage on most 
pulmonaria is silver speckled, which reflects the sunshine making it 
very attractive throughout the growing season.  They prefer moist 
soil but will tolerate some dryness.   
 Although they will reseed, it’s not a problem as this allows 
you to share with other gardening friends.  But they will look neater 
if the flower stalk is cut down to the rosette on new leaves.  This 
plant is very easy to divide, just remember to keep them shaded 
and moist.  Varieties that are recommended for our area are ‘Roy 
Davidson’, ‘Benediction’, Mrs. Moon, ‘Opal, and ‘Raspberry 
Splash.’  Like the brunneras, they are hardy in our zone 4.   
 Some other shade perennials are the popular hostas that 

come in many sizes; different shaped leaves, 
and different variegations of green, foamflower, 
bleeding heart, ligularia (which grows to 4’ with 
big leaves and showy yellow spikes in the sum-
mer.  Comfry has a very pretty blue flower that 
blooms for the whole month of May.  It will 
spread some so I put it in some of my poorest 
soil and in a spot that is often neglected and it 
flourishes! Even some of the lilies like a half/
shady spot. There are also different ground cov-
ers like lysimachia, some very attractive la-
miums, ivy & the glossy evergreen leaves of the 
pachysandra will help to brighten up a dark, 
shady area. And there are many more shade 
tolerant perennials that I haven’t mentioned. 

    

 

HERBS THAT ATTRACT INSECTS         By Rosie Frey 

As you are planning your garden this spring, think about adding herbs that you can use as insect 
repellents.  The Herb Companion, May 2010 contains a beneficial article titled “Herbs to Repel In-
sects”.  The following common herbs work very well in controlling mosquitoes who find their scent 
disgusting.  Plant them in small containers and place them wherever you congregate or plant them 
in your garden to gain other benefits. 

• Catnip is 10 times more effective than DEET in keeping mosquitoes away according to author Tammie Painter.  Catnip will do 
very well in hanging planters especially if you have cats.  It is invasive so plant it in pots even in your garden and it should come 
back the next year. 

• Marigolds can be planted as a garden border, in pots or mixed in with your other plants.  They not only repel mosquitoes but 
also repel aphids.  Harvest the seeds and you will have a life -time supply of marigolds.  Do not however rub any part of the plant 
on your skin. 

• Rosemary Most people find its scent pleasant, whereas mosquitoes find it very unpleasant.  It will not survive the winter so 
bring a pot inside before the first frost.  Not only is it a good repellent but it is also a great herb to use in all kinds of cooking. 

• Lemongrass has a lemony scent that those pesky insects actually hate.  I had pots of it around both entrances to my house 
and would rub the stalks to release their aroma. This is a tropical plant so it is not winter hardy. 

• Wormwood is a very attractive herb silver in color.  It will make a very good border and is winter hardy.  Do not rub on your 
skin or ingest any part of this herb. 

Mints are excellent mosquito repellents.  There are many varieties and their leaves and oils have many other uses.  I plant mint in 
between shrubs, under trees, and walk ways.  Their aroma fills the air while you mow or walk on them.  If you do not want mint to 
spread plant it pots and harvest it for your tea or other culinary delights. 

Happy planting and don’t forget all of the many benefits of herbs.  I will have a handout at my booth at the Plant Fair on making 
herbal moth repellent sachets, so stop by and pick yours up.  
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Perennial Shade Plants –You need to try   By Karen Zierke, Master Gardener   



Ornamental Grasses    By Deb Daehnke, Master Gardener 
Page 5 

 I don’t recall why I became interested in ornamental 
grasses, but I do know they continue to pique my interest as we now 
have over twenty-five varieties planted.  It will be interesting to see 
what this winter has done to them since most are under huge drifts 
of snow.  Ornamental grasses are one of my foliar addictions.  They 
are like potato chips:  you can’t have just one. 
 If you think you are a ‘non green thumb’ type of gardener, 
then ornamental grasses might just be the plant for you.  As they 
have enjoyed resurgence in popularity the last few years, more va-
rieties are available. Most are trouble free and low maintenance.  In 
addition, their minimal initial cost in relation to the mature plant is a 
definite bargain.  A ten-dollar plant can grow to be quite a specimen.  
They are not fussy about soil or moisture conditions and are quite 
versatile.  They can have impressive foliage, dramatic flowers, or 
both.  Many require little or no fertilizer; mine have received nothing 
more than compost and I only add that to act as mulch.  They have 
very few pest problems.  The only pests I have encountered were 
grasshoppers one summer and even their damage was minimal. 
 Varieties are available that range in size from a few inches 
to specimens over ten feet tall.  So whether you are a patio gardener 
or have acres to plant, there is an ornamental grass for you.  Some 
are even suitable for water gardens.  A variety of colors are available 
in both the leaves and plumes if they have them, in addition to the 
variegations in leaves in some varieties.  Grasses add interest all four 
seasons if you leave them through the winter.  They also provide 
shelter or food for birds.  Even deer have posed little problem to this 
point.  We generally do not cut ours down until the spring.  However, 
some of our grasses are very large and we did notice this year that 
several of them created some drifting problems with all the snow and 
wind we had in December and January. 
 I started planting grasses by trying to find those hardy in at 
least Zone 4.  But since many of the more spectacular varieties that I 
wanted were hardy only to Zone 5 or 6, I decided to give some of 
them a try.  I had read that many plants are not rated for certain 
zones only because enough gardeners had not tried them in that 
area.  Also, you have or can create microclimates around your gar-

den that allow you a little leeway with some varieties.  Since I have 
become so enamored with ornamental grasses it seemed worth a try 
establishing some of them and we have lost very few of them. 
 One of the first I planted was Miscanthus sinensis 
‘Zebrinus’-Zebra Grass, and I was skeptical it would survive as I had 
been told it was a little tender for our area.  Planted in a south west 
corner of our house, it has excelled.  It sports beautiful bronzy, 
feathery plumes also. Our property is not immune to strong winds 
from any direction as we live on a hill in the country with very few 
mature trees for protection, and it has thrived. 
 Some varieties of grasses can be slow to establish them-
selves.  It may take several years for the root systems to fully de-
velop, but once they do, the wait was worth it.  Blondo is one variety 
I have that was slow to establish but worth the wait.  It has wide 
green blades with a thin white stripe down the middle.  With foliage 
that reaches 5-51/2 feet and the feathery white plums adding an-
other 12 inches this is a magnificent specimen plant.   It is really 
stunning in the fall. 
 Probably one of the most popular grasses is Feather Reed 
Grass, Calamagrostis x acutiflora Karl Foerster.  It’s one of the first 
grasses to emerge in the spring and 
reaches a height of about 30”, produc-
ing fluffy seed heads in summer.  It 
usually looks best planted in mass 
groupings of at least three or more but 
is suitable as a single specimen. 
 Two downfalls can be they 
are slow to establish, and larger varie-
ties can be difficult to divide.  You will 
need a hatchet, saw or heavy duty 
blade to remove and divide some 
grasses.  If that sounds like too much, 
just stick with smaller varieties.  Any 
reputable nursery can recommend 
varieties to suit your taste and ability 
to deal with.          

Some Landscape Activities Can Start,  
but for Most Gardening Waiting Still in Order  

Feather Reed Grass,  
Calamagrostis x acutiflora Karl Foerster 

   LINCOLN, Neb. -- As temperatures increase, snow melts and the calendar shows spring is now here, green-thumb types soon will 
be itching to get into the garden. 
   As soon as the soggy weather dries up, some garden chores can begin, said University of Nebraska-Lincoln landscape horticulture 
specialist Kim Todd. 
   "It's tough because people want to get out and clean up," Todd said.  
   When the ground, grass and foliage dry out people can start to clean up parts of their landscape, she said. The most important 
thing to do now, however, is try to stay off wet grass to prevent damage. 
   The especially harsh winter with its extended snow cover has contributed to gray snow mold in turf, said Roch Gaussoin, extension 
turfgrass specialist. The pathogen, which he called rampant in this region, leaves white patches in the turf. 
   "In many areas of the region, snow cover exceeded 80 days, resulting in ideal conditions for gray snow mold expression," he said. 
   A light application of quick release nitrogen will help turf recover as temperatures rise, enhancing healing, he said. 
   When the ground is dry, go ahead and get out the pruning shears. 
   "This is a perfect time to prune the deciduous trees and shrubs," Todd said. 
   Privet, most spirea and cotoneaster shrubs can be pruned early. Early blooming shrubs like lilacs and forsythia should not be 
pruned to protect those blooms. 
   It also is too early to prune butterfly bushes and roses, as low temperatures that still may come can freeze the stems, she said. 
   This is a good time to assess winter damage, particularly damage from rabbits and voles, but gardeners should not do any major 
pruning on the damage until they see how the foliage grows, she said. 

   Tree planting is an activity that can occur in early spring and is strongly encouraged as an 
energy-saving measure, Todd said. "Backyard Farmer," the NET show which Todd hosts, will 
promote tree planting this year. 
   Gardeners wanting to plant should wait a little while longer, Todd said. It still is a bit early 
to plant vegetable seeds, unless they are started inside, as the soil temperature should be a 
little higher. 
   "They can be planted as soon as the ground can be worked. We're not there yet but we're 
not far," she said.  
 
3/24/10-LM Sources: Kim Todd, University of Nebraska-Lincoln landscape horticulture special-
ist, (402) 472-8618, ktodd2@unl.edu / Roch Gaussoin, University of Nebraska-Lincoln exten-
sion turfgrass specialist, (402) 472-8619, rgaussoin1@unl.edu / garden.24 Writer: Lori 
McGinnis, IANR News Service, (402) 472-3030, lmcginnis2@unl.edu 
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Connie Kava found these spring quotes and the poem. 

"Spring is when you feel like whistling even with a shoe full of 
slush."    Doug Larson 
 
 (Anyone relate to this?) 

 

"I love spring anywhere, but if I could choose I would always 
greet it in a garden."  Ruth Stout 

 (She had to be a Master Gardener!) 

 

"I don't believe the half I hear,  
Nor the quarter of what I see! 
But nothing can shake or slay 
Each spring I firmly believe anew 
All the seed catalogues say!" 
       Carolyn Wells 
 
 (I got a chuckle out of this poem, after putting in a 
large order, wanting to believe I can grow roses like they say.) 
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Wildlife in the Garden    By Marjorie Jansen, Master Gardener   

Have you noticed all those gardening magazines that encourage wildlife friendly landscapes with articles like, “Welcome 
Wildlife to Your Garden”? A few pages later, you encounter an article entitled, “Ten Proven Strategies to Keep Deer At Bay”. 
Is that a paradox or what? 

I’ve always thought it was the gardener’s duty to keep wildlife out of the garden.  This 
belief has been reinforced from childhood by accounts such as Mr. McGregor’s ordeal with 
Peter Rabbit and Elmer Fudd’s trials with that “wascally wabbit”.  Adulthood and attempts 
to garden brought a fresh perspective to the age-old problem of man versus beast.  And 
now we are being urged to let bygones be bygones and welcome the foe into our gardens 
with open arms. 

As if gardening magazines pushing for this truce were not enough, there’s even an organi-
zation devoted to promoting wildlife supporting landscapes with guidelines and lists of pre-
ferred plants for wildlife food and habitat.  When you’ve met their qualifications, there’s 
even a sign to display designating your property as wildlife friendly.  I think I must qualify 
for one of those signs.  Judging from the abundance of creatures that claim my landscape 
as their stomping ground, my place is a veritable wildlife paradise.  As for following the guidelines, that’s not necessary.  I 
didn’t.  Just plant your favorite (preferably expensive) plants and Bambi, Thumper, and all their woodland buddies will 
come. I guarantee it. 

Habitat is always a biggie with the pro-wildlife crowd.  Surely, I qualify on that count.  Mr. Mole just loves my freshly tilled 
flower beds as he tunnels hither and yon.  I’m told that moles’ activities are beneficial.  He’s only seeking grubs, not my 
plants.  Never mind the destruction he leaves behind.  Striped ground squirrels also consider the same sites as prime real 
estate when setting up housekeeping.  It puts them in close proximity of those tasty plants.  The same beds are also the 
preference of Peter for bunny nurseries. 

Gardening articles tout the many benefits of mulch.  What they fail to tell you is that Mr. Raccoon will 
think you set the table especially for him.  And as he goes about extracting those tasty morsels from 
under the mulch, your carefully laid mulch will take on the appearance of an unmade bed. 

One of the highly recommended attractions for maximum wildlife drawing power is a water feature.  
Ah yes, a water feature.  Some anonymous creature or creatures mistook my soaker hose for a wa-
ter feature, but was displeased with the slow output.  A few well-gnawed holes took care of that.  
Anybody know of a good use for a leaky soaker hose? 

Given my past experiences with wildlife in the garden, it’s highly unlikely a wildlife friendly sign will 
ever grace my landscape.  It’s pretty hard to feel kindly toward wildlife when rabbits are munching 
on the geraniums and the pocket gophers are thrusting up those unsightly mounds across the lawn.  
Still, I’m well aware that wildlife, like weeds, will always be a part of my gardening scene, like it or 
not.  



Groundcovers: Nature’s Living Mulch 
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Thankfully it has become fairly common in recent years to plant trees and shrubs in larger, mulched groupings. Such massing pro-
vides an important separation of landscape plantings from the surrounding turfgrass.  
 
This benefits woody plants in a number of crucial ways: When turfgrass is kept away, the roots of trees (and other desirable land-
scape plants) have less competition for water and nutrients; mower and trimmer damage is often eliminated; and damage from lawn 
herbicides can be greatly reduced.  
 
Another benefit that is now clearly understood is that trees and shrubs planted closer together naturally help protect each other as 
they grow. They grow faster, taller and healthier.  
 
Typically in massed tree and shrub plantings a layer of organic mulch, usually wood chips, fills the open spaces between individual 
plants. The mulch helps preserve soil moisture, reduces weed competition and improves the organic content of the soil (which is 
very beneficial to most trees and shrubs). Despite the advantages of mulch, there are two main drawbacks: mulch naturally breaks 
down and needs to be replaced every so often; and no matter how well the mulch layer is maintained, opportunistic weeds eventu-
ally fill the open spaces between plants.  
 
A simple strategy to help lessen these problems is to put desirable groundcover plants between trees and shrubs. Groundcovers that 
eventually fill most of the open space between the woody plants will reduce the amount of open space needing to be weeded or 
remulched.  
 
Literally hundreds of plants can be used as groundcovers between trees and shrubs. In fact, just about any attractive plant that 
doesn't out compete the trees and shrubs would be a desirable candidate. For newer tree and shrub plantings it would even be pos-
sible to reflect our prairie heritage and incorporate native plants into the mix. Over time, as trees grow and shade increases, some of 
these prairie plants likely will fade away and can be converted to more shade-tolerant alternatives.  
 
The following list of groundcovers or "spacefiller" plants can combine well with tree and shrub groupings. Most of the plants are easy 
to obtain, don't require much attention to survive and have a mounding or spreading 
habit. Some of the plants have the added advantage of being able to survive in the 
shade as the trees and shrubs mature (* denotes regionally native plants). 
 
Woody Groundcovers 
 *Gro-Low fragrant sumac, *Pawnee Buttes sandcherry, *chenault coralberry, 
*spreading Juniper (many varieties to choose from), periwinkle (Vinca), wintercreeper, 
*creeping mahonia, Russian arborvitae. 
 
Herbaceous Groundcovers 
 Plants for sunny areas: Sedum (stonecrop, many varieties), *pussytoes 
(Antennaria), *purple poppy mallow, catmint (Nepeta), basket-of-gold, *Missouri prim-
rose, *October Skies and other short asters, lamb's ear. 
 
Plants that can tolerate at least some shade: *snowdrops (anemone), plumbago, sweet 
woodruff, yarrow (especially millefolium varieties), mist flower (Conoclinium), clematis, evening primrose, cranesbill (Geranium), 
bugleweed. 
 
Grasses and Sedges  
 Just about any grass or sedge with ornamental characteristics can be used in and around tree and shrub plantings. Avoid 
using extremely tall types that might flop or sod forming types that would require frequent mowing or weeding. Species/types to 
consider for sunny areas include *little bluestem, *sideoats grama, *blue grama and *prairie dropseed. Grasses that can tolerate 
some shade include dwarf fountain grass, feather reed grass, and Korean reed grass. 
 
For more information about living groundcovers, go online to http://arboretum.unl.edu. Or contact the Nebraska Statewide Arbore-
tum and request the Spring 2005 edition of The Seed: Groundcovers -- Nature's Living Mulch.  
# # # 
3/2/10-KL/DM Source: Karma Larsen, communications associate, Nebraska Statewide Arboretum, (402) 472-7923,  
klarsen1@unl.edu ITGMarch.2 Editor: Dan Moser, IANR News Service, (402) 472-3030, dmoser3@unl.edu  

 
   Do you have a favorite tool, plant to trade, 
“Go Green” idea,  “What Works for Me” tidbit 
or a question for other Master Gardeners?   
 
The Green Patch needs your articles. 
 
 

Please get to Pam Greunke (pgreunke2@unl.edu) by May 28 
to be included in July’s The Green Patch publication. 



Meetings held at: 
UNL Extension - Madison County 
601 E Benjamin Ave, Suite 105 
Norfolk NE 68701 

Phone:  
402-370-4040 Madison County 
402-329-4821 Pierce County 
402-563-4901 Platte County 
402-375-3310 Wayne County 

Northeast Nebraska Master Gardeners 

Your challenge is to correctly identify the insect and/or plant. The first person to contact me with the correct answer will be the 
winner. And what do you win? Good question. The winner will receive the bragging rights for that quarter and have their name 
posted in the next installment of the column as the winner along with the correct answer.  
 
There was one very close attempt this time by Master Gardener in Training Scott Beckman. He correctly 
identified it as a gall. The complete identification is jumping oak galls (Neuroterus saltatorius) on white oak. 
These galls occur on white and valley oak trees. Inside each globular gall is a single wasp larva. The galls 
drop from the oak leaves to the ground. On the ground the galls can jump up to 2 cm into the air, hence the 
name “jumping oak galls.” There can be two generations a year.  

What is It??   By Wayne Ohnesorg, Extension Educator 

We’re on the web at  

http://madison.unl.edu/home-lawn 
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UNL EXTENSION—WAYNE COUNTY 

510 N PEARL ST, STE C 

WAYNE NE 68787 

I found this quarter’s insect south-
west of Lincoln on a cedar tree. 
These insects are common in 
shelterbelts, tree rows, and orna-
mental plantings of spruce, juni-
per, fruit and shade trees.  
 
What is this insect??? 
 
 
If you think you know, you can 
give me a call at  
(402) 329-4821 or shoot me an 
email  wohnesorg2@unl.edu. 


